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Grenade attack wounds 3 Palestinians 

M - QWPKd West Bank (AFP) - Two grenades lobbed at 
S-5 r ?.-r u Sr , ! l !f* ed and wouwied Thr « Palestinians on the occupied 
we r. B 5 Djl i ' f ! da y- "• arm y spokesman said. One of the grenades 
exploded on a shop from causing the wounds, the spokesman said, adding 
that the attackers had not been identified. Palestinian sources said a 
greoatte had been lobbed from a car wounding four Palestinians near 
Dctmcncm. They suspected Jewish extremists. Palestinian witnesses said 
they swsetflers throw a grenade. The injured were taken to hospital at 
the nearby town of Beit Jala were their wounds were described as 
moderately serious." The army sealed off the area. Four 17-waraid 
members of an anti-Arab group are in custody awaiting trial for a grenade 
attack in the Old City's Muslim quarter last November which left an Arab 
merchant dead and 12 injured, three of the group from Kahanc Hai a 
splinter or the Koch party, named after founder Rabbi Meir Kahanc. who 
was killed in New York in November 1990. have confessed, police say. 


Volume 17 Number 5370 



Jo 




" " ' j " ' 




^ 

An independent Arab political daii^pObhiiMfcJ by fri ^jffi gan Press Foundation 

^ ly I. 1—yti fjc J, _* 1 VfV 1 ; jU» n i ' i . . <L«^ 


ma 


MONTREAL 

TORONTO 

DIRECT FLIGHT, NOON DEPARTURES, SUNSET 
ARRIVALS, EVERY TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 

<SB> ROYALJORDANIAN KUsMfcL&b 

YOUR WINDOW ON THE WORLD. 


AMMAN SATURDAY, JULY 31, 1993 SAFR 11, 1414 


Price: 150 Fils 


Ru ? slan env °y 

e gov e ^ arrives in Amman 

I w^[? 5 AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior Rus- 
! his fiTK,.^' sian diplomat arrived here Friday 
r k." h t , ' to “7 to "“row differences that 
•* Du^ ‘ have stalled the Arab-Israeli 
i, . >,J ’ It peace process. The visit of Viktor 
sh c Posuvalyuk, bead of the Foreign 

ward ?**►. Ministry’s Department for Africa 
U.N i ^d the Middle East, comes in 
advance of a scheduled trip next 
eeK u ■ ^ week by U.S. Secretary of State 
d h aifcr >. Warren Christopher. Mr. Posu- 
0 ’ ^ opp. valyuk arrived here from Syria. 

Mr ' Posuval y uk 3150 to visit 
kinofe — Lebanon and Tunisia, where he 
h will meet with leaders of the 
■' Palestine Liberation Organisa* 

?«“< ,ion ,PLO) - 

a Kurds say they may 
l re 10 ia r free tourists 


ANKARA (R) — A rebel Kur- 
dish leader told a Turkish jour- 
nalist Friday he believed six 
Western tourists would be freed 
after relatives appealed for their 
release. “We have nothing 
against these people. We are 
considering the appeal in a very 
■jjositive way and we hope to be 
giving them a very positive rep- 
ly." a Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) official told a reporter for 
the English-language Turkish 
Daily News. Cemil Bayik, chair- 
man of the PICK’S military coun- 
cil. was speaking after the repor- 
ter. Ismet Imser, handed him 
messages from relatives of the 
four Frenchmen, one Briton and 
one Australian kidnapped in 
southeast Turkey this month. 

Ciampi expects 
elections In 1994 

ROME (R) — Prime Minister 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi said Friday 
crisis-hit Italy would have early 
general elections next year, 
according to remarks reported in 
Italian media. “I think the coun- 
try will have elections after the 
budget for 1994 has been 
approved, so it will be in the new 
year," Mr. Ciampi told Italian 
reporters during a visit to Paris to 
/jjjet French Premier Edouard 
■Jalladur. "We will see later in 
which month of 1994,” he added. 
Former Bank of Italy Governor 
Ciampi took over as prime minis- 
ter last April and was seen as a 
neutral figure to lead the country 
pending the scrapping of the 
proportional representation vot- , 
ing system, as demanded by Ita- 
lians in a referendum. 

16 survive plane 
crash In Malaysia 


LUMPUR (R) — Six- 
:f mf \to 1156,1 returning from a 

lfle ' ■ religious gathering survived when 

tfirifll lheir P Iane cras,wd in Malaysia’s 
Sarawak state on Borneo Island 
;tflr £p / Friday, an official said. One per- 
Sn died when the British-made 
*FPl' ;f Shorts Skyvan crashed after a 
^ud iW*’ failed emergency landing deep in 
e- the jungle. “We don’t know yer 
t ,. Id's as- why the plane tried to land... it 
I'rcivG could be due to bad weatheT or 
‘ $$ : shortage of fuel." said Abdul 

1./I0U- Rahim Abdullah, medical officer 
k',-. s fr ■ at Miri general hospital.- 


■ 
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* NICOSIA (R) — A total of 1 ,400 
- “gi f foreign doctors working in Iran 
% pi i have left since March when it 
* 2,30 sharply devalued its currency, 
e - pI ,^‘ Tehran Radio reported Friday. 
'VuS* Quoting an unnamed deputy 
r * health minister, it said the de- 
valuation — which greatly re- 
- 1 ' ^ r ^ duced the dollar equivalenr of the 
3 *° i n - doctors’ salaries paid in rials — 
|S ®, » and the increase in the number of 
$. Iranians finishing medical schools 
: fa. led to the exodus. He said 1,400 
had left but did not say bow many 
W' ■ i remained. According to Health 
‘ l0 v. Ministry figures, 2,700 foreign 
doctors worked in Iran in the year 
to March 1992. Most were from 
the Indian subcontinent and 
i worked in villages and small 
i nflS towns. "" — 


Foreign doctors 
leave Iran 


3 ■ Demjanjuktoseek 
asylum in Ukraine 

TEL AVIV (AP) — John Dem- 
janjuk will seek asylum in his 
? j fi native Ukraine within days unless 
p 1 ^ the United States allows him to 

.• return, a Ukrainian embassy offi- 

iJ dal said Friday. The stateless 
■ ^emjanjuk is awaiting deporta- 
^S'^oniom Israel after the supreme 
©ft* court on-Thursday overturned his 
JP’ conviction and death penalty as 
the Nazi guard “Ivan the terri- 
ble'' (see page 2 ). 


Casualties rise as Israel continues attacks 

” * Israeli actions have to 


No response to 
Hizbollah offer 

Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAELI FORCES shelled 
South Lebanon without letup for 
the sixth day Friday as the Beirut 
government tried to cope with the 
influx of refugees fleeing (be re- 
gion. 

Radio stations blared appeals 
from hospitals for urgent dona- 
tions of blood and medical sup- 
plies as Arab foreign ministers 
convened in Damascus to seek an 
end to the violence. 

Police said 17 people were kil- 
led and 47 wounded in Friday’s 
hostilities. 

The Israeli offensive, which 
started Sunday, has killed at least 
1 17 people, wounded 487 and 
forced a half million people to 
evacuate 80 towns and villages 
targened by Israel. 

Israel gave no signs of relenting 
in the war despite a conditional 
offer from the Hizbollah group 
for a ceasefire. 

Military radio reported after an 
emergency cabinet session in the 
defence ministry at Te! Aviv that 
“operation accountability," was 
continuing. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
had spoken to U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher during 
the meeting, the radio said, but 
gave no details. 

After six days of intensive air, 
naval and artillery bombardments 
of guem'lias in Lebanon, Hizbol- 
lah chief Hassan Nasrallah said 
he was ready to halt rocket 
attacks on Israel if Israel stopped 
its onslaught. 

“An end to the rocket attacks 
against Jewish settlements could 
only be possible if there were a 
total and permanent end to 
Israeli attack and barbaric bom- 
bardment on the people," of 
southern Lebanon, he said in a 
statement. 

Before the cabinet meeting. 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
told reporters: “As soon as Hiz- 

(Con tin tied on page 10) 



stop immediately — Kin: 

French leaders pay tribute to 
Jordan; pledge continued support 


Two men lift an liyured man onto a stretcher for transport to a hospital in the village of Joayeh, 
southern Lebanon (AFP photo) 

Arabs to call for Security 
Council action on Lebanon 


Combined agency despatches 

DAMASCUS — Egyptian Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa called for 
Arab unity on Friday to deal with 
Israel’s fierce offensive in Leba- 
non and to save the Middle East 
peace process. 

His remarks came as foreign 
ministers from the 21 -nation 
Arab League began a meeting to 
discuss how to end the violence. 

Sources close to the meeting, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said the ministers probably 
wnuiti call on the U.N. Security 
Council to discuss Israel’s attacks 
and to urge the Jewish state to 
withdraw from South Lebanon. 

Mr. Musa told reporters at 


Error could have 
caused latest U.S. 
attack in south Iraq 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. Navy pilots may have mis- 
taken ground radar for more 
deadly tracking radar when they 
fired on two suspected missile 
sites in the “no-fly” zone over 
southern Iraq, a senior Pentagon 
official says. 

The comments of the official, 
who requested anonymity fol- 
lowed a report in Friday’s New 
York Times quoting an unnamed 
administration official as saying 
that pilots had indeed made an 
error of judgemept. 

Two U.S. navy EA-6B prowler 
aircraft fired an anti-radiation 
Harm missile each at suspected 
Iraqi missile sites after being illu- 
minated by radar while patrolling 
an area approximately 130 
kilometres south of the 32nd Pa- 
rallel. The attacks occurred two 
hours apart earlier Thursday. 

U.S. officials had no news yet 
on the damage caused by the 
attacks after both aircraft re- 
turned safely to the carrier USS 
Abraham Lincoln, which is on 
patrol in the Gulf. 

Baghdad later denied the 
attacks, calling the report part of 
a plot to draw public opinion 
away from Israel's onslaught on 
South Lebanon, which has 
claimed more than 110 lives since 
Sunday. 

“We find no explanation for 
such a strange statement by the 
American Defence Depart- 
ment," an official spokesman said 
in a statement handed to foreign 
journalists in Baghdad. 

“No radar site in the southern 
region was attacked and no sound 
of explosions was heard," the 
spokesman said. 

“Iraq categorically denies what 
has been announced by the Pen- 
tagon that two U.S. planes fired 
today’s afternoon two missiles at 
radar sites in the southern region 
of Iraq/’ the spokesman said. 

Last Sunday Iraq said U.S. 
pilots must have been hallucinat- 
ing when they reported earlie 


brushes with Iraqi missile units. 

“Quarters in the American 
administration want to derail 
world public opinion from the 
crimes being perpetrated by 
Israel in Lebanon for the past five 
days," the spokesman said, refer- 
ring to Israel's bombardment of 
South Lebanon. 

Both of Iraq's statement during 
the last week, denying U.S. re- 
ports of planes being tracked by 
radar, have been mild and have 
avoided the fiery language usual- 
ly employed during similar inci- 
dents in the past. 

The Pentagon official said the 
pilots aparently believed they had 
been illuminated by tracking 
radar, a preparatory step to being 
fired upon, when the radar sig- 
nals could have come from un- 
threatening surface search radar. 

“They were lit up and thought 
they were being aimed at. They 
were being cautious," the senior 
official said. ’ 

The official said that U.S. 
pilots throughout the Gulf region 
were being warned to be more 
careful in distinguishing the two 
types of radar. 

The USS Abraham Lincoln, he 
said, had just arrived in the Gulf. 

Thursday's incident came only 
four days after an Air Force F-4G 
"Wild Weasel" flying in Iraq’s 
southern zone fired a missile at a 
site after Iraqi radar locked onto 
the plane. 

President Bill Clinton quickly 
played down the second and third 
such incidents within a week in 
southern Iraq. 

“There is nothing out of the 
ordinary about what happened. It 
was not part of any new initia- 
tive.’’ the president told reporters 
when asked about the incident at 
the White House. 

"It was part of the old under- 
standings under which our planes 
operate in that area,” he added of 
the so-called rules of engagement 
involving American warplanes 
since a U.S.-led coalition drove 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait in the i 
1991 Gulf war. I 


Damascus airport that “it is 
necessary to discuss Arab solidar- 
ity, the peace process and its 
continuation and Arab strategy 
because we are seeking to re- 
trieve Arab land through negotia- 
tions that both Arabs and Israel 
have agreed on." 

He added: “That is the essence 
of the position that should con- 
tinue until we obtain Arab land 
and rights." 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Farez Bouez said he would de- 
mand an Arab condemnation of 
Israel, an immediate Israeli ceas- 
efire, unconditional return of the 
500,000 people driven from their 
homes and Arab aid for the re- 
fugees. 




Seven of the Arab League's 21 
members are represented by their 
foreign ministers, the others at 
lower level, diplomats said. 

Those attending included the 
foreign ministers from Syria, 
Lebanon and Egypt plus 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa has said that 
his country was not prepared to 
continue negotiations “under the 
threat of Israeli guns.” 

A number of other Arab leaders 
have also warned that Israel's 
offensive could kill the peace 
negotiations, which involve de- 


(Continued on page 10) 


PARIS (Agencies) — Israel’s 
military actions against South 
Lebanon “have to stop as soon as 
possible in order to save another 
possible casualty, which may be 
the peace process," His Majesty 
King Hussein said here on Fri- 
day. 

After talks with President 
Franoais Mitterrand on Thursday 
evening, the King said he was 
“very distressed and very dis- 
turbed" by the Israeli bombing of 
South Lebanon villages, warning 
that it jeopardised efforts to 
achieve a comprehensive peace in 
the region. “This is not the way, 
this is risking everything." - 

“fra very distressed and dis- 
turbed by what is happening. I 
believe this is a very serious thing 
reporters,” he told reports after 
meeting President Mitterrand. 

“I hope and pray this can be 
brought to a halt as soon as 
possible, immediately, because 
we don’t want to have another 
victim, that is the efforts... for the 
sake of achieving a comprehen- 
sive peace." 

The King also had brief talks 
with Foreign Minister Alain Jup- 
pe. 

The King, who arrived here on 
Thursday for a private visit, had 
talks on Friday morning with 
Prime Minister Edouard Balladur 
in a Paris hotel. 

Mr. Bahadur said they had a 
“very free and open" conversa- 
tion, during which they discussed 
the Middle East and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

On Bosnia, Mr. Balladur res- 
tated France's position against a 
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Some of the last remaining inhabitants of Jebshit, 
near Nabatiyeh, assist a man during a lull in heavy 


shelling and bombing of the village, trying to move 
him into a shelter (AJFP photo) 


Bosnians reach agreement on 
dividing republic — mediators 


Combined agency despatches 

GENEVA — Bosnia's warring 
factions agreed Friday on consti- 
tutional principles for a new Bos- 
nian state made up of three re- 
publics, international mediators 
said. 

But the mediators. Lord Owen 
and Thorvald Stoltenberg, said 
negotiations would continue 
Saturday on the specifics of the 
peace plan, notably on a map 
dividing the country and ceasefire 
arrangements. 

“After intensive discussion on 
a number of drafts, with amend- 
ments agreed by all three parties, 
three is now a constitutional 
agreement for the union of re- 
publics of Bosnia and Herzegovi- 
na which will form part of an 
overall peace settlement,” 
mediators Owen and Stoltenberg 
said in a statement released by 
their spokesman, John Mills. 

• Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic left the meeting without 
comment. However, it seemed he 
had finally given in to intense* 
pressure from mediators and 
Serbs and Croats to agree to a 
three-way ethnic partition of the 
former Yugoslav republic. 

Mr. Izetbegovic, who had 
wanted a single, muiti-ethnic re- 


public, said earlier that he could 
not accept a draft plan by the 
international mediators. (see p 8) 

The mediators said the draft 
had been amended. But it was 
unlikely the amendments would 
have been significant, given the 
strength of the Serbs and Croats 
at the negotiating table and on 
the battlefield. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman said an overall agree- 
ment would be signed Sunday or 
Monday. 

Mr. Tudjman and his counter- 
parts from the rump Yugoslavia 
— Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia 
and Momtr Bulatovic of Mon- 
tenegro — planned to leave 
Geneva Friday evening but will 
return if needed, the mediators 
said. 

The leaders of the Bosnian 
delegations — President Izetbe- 
govie. Mate Boban of the Bos- 
nian Croats and Radovan Karad- 
zic of the Bosnian Serbs — mil 
continue talks on annexes to the 
agreement, specifically on a hu- 
man rights court, Mr. Mills said. 

The new plan proposed by 
Lord Owen and Mr. Stoltenberg 
would divide Bosnia into three 
republics without explicit refer- 
ence to ethnic make-up. 

It is a fusion of a Serb-Croat 


plan for a confederation of three 
ethnic- based states and the milit- 
ary weaker Bosnian govern- 
ment's drive to retain a unitary 
state based on a non-ethnic feder- 
al structure. 

In its initial version, the new 
plan called for transforming Bos- 
nia into an entity called the Un- 
ited Republics of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. That name was 
changed slightly in a second draft, 
at the request of Bosnian pres- 
idency, to read the Union of 
Republics of Bosnia and Herze- 
govina. 

In a further bow to the Muslim 
drive to maintain a single state, 
the agreement says that the new 
entity would be recognised under 
international law, as Bosnia 
would keep its seat at he United 
Nations. 

In Sarajevo, military leaders of 
Lhe three warring factions met at 
the airport Friday to try to end 
fighting that has left a six-day-old 
ceasefire in tatters. 

But artillery and sniper killed 
seven people and wounded 33 
during the morning in Sarajevo. 

Overnight an artillery shell 
scored a direct hit on the barracks 
of Spanish U.N. peacekeepers in 
the town of Jablanica in central 
Bosnia, kilting one soldier 
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His Majesty King Hussein Is received by French Prime Minister 
Edouard Bafladur Friday (AFP photo) 


lifting of the embargo on arms 
and opposition to any bombing 
except to protect U.N.-declared 
safe zones. 

Mr. Bahadur said he had told 
King Hussein during their 40- 
minute meeting that he “can 
count on us whenever possible to 
ensure prosperity, progress and 


peace for the Jordanian people.” 
Mr. Bahadur voiced France’s 
appreciation for King Hussein’s 
leadership and his efforts in sup- 
porting the Middle East peace 
process and protecting regional 
security and stability. 

(Continued on page 10) 


Christopher said to 
delay trip by 2 days 


Combined agency dispatches 

CAIRO — Egypt said Friday that 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher's planned trip to the 
Middle East had been put back 
by two days. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said before leaving to 
attend an Arab League 
emergency meeting on Lebanon 
in Damascus that Mr. Christ- 
opher would begin his trip on 
Monday. 

“Christopher’s trip has been 
delayed by two days,” Mr. Musa 
told reporters at the airport. 

Mr. Christopher, who planned 
the visit to txy to revive the 
deadlocked Middle east peace 
talks, had been due in Cairo on 
Saturday and was scheduled to 
meet Mr. Musa and President 
Hosni Mubarak Sunday. 

In Washington, the State De- 
partment said earlier that there 
was no change in his plans despite 
Israel’s blitz of southern Lebanon 
and guerrilla rocket attacks on 
the Jewish state. 

"There are no changes in the 
secretary’s plan to be in the re- 
gion to work on the peace process 
next week but I think he would 
certainly prefer to be focusing on 
the core substantive issues that 
are at the heart of rhe peace talks 
and not hostilities on the 


ground," spokesman Mike 
McCurry said. 

Mr. Christopher was due to 
spend Saturday to Thursday shut- 
tling from Egypt to Israeli Syria 
and Jordan. 

In Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat warned Friday that the 
peace talks will be jeopardised if 
Israeli attacks continue in Leba- 
non. 

“If the violence against the 
Lebanese and Palestinians esca- 
lates, then the peace talks will 
explode," he told a news confer- 
ence at the end of a three-day 
visit to Malaysia. 

Mr. Arafat called on the U.N. 
Security Council to convene an 
emergency session to discuss the 
attacks. 

“We hope that the United 
States will not use its veto power 
to cover up the crimes of the Tel 
Aviv regime," he said. 

Asked if the PLO would take 
up arms in its struggle for a 
homeland, Mr. Arafat said, "if 
they (Israel) are using huge U.S. 
weapons against the Palestinians 
in Lebanon, then they have to 
understand that our patience has 
limits." 

"Any action will face reac- 
tion," he said. “We hope that the 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Shaath says meetings 
with Israel continue 


CAIRO (R) — A Palestine Li- 
! beration Organisation (PLO) 
official said Thursday that secret 
meetings with Israel were con- 
T '.tinuing and the Israelis seemed 
more receptive to new ideas on 
. Middle East peace at present 
than the United States. 

. Nabil Shaath, an adviser to 
1-PLO leader Yasser Arafat and 
.'- 'one of the Palestinians' main 
.strategists in the peace process, 
said further meetings had been 
. "held since news of the contacts 
leaked to the Israeli press two 
V weeks ago. 

" “There is no doubt that the 
‘ a . Israeli side at the highest level has 
authorised and continues to au- 
" thorise serious meetings with the 
PLO leadership,” Mb'. Shaath 
told Reuters in an interview. 

■„ ' Mr. Shaath said it was still 
' .inappropriate to say who was 
involved, where they had met or 
'• exactly what had been discussed. 
.The contacts break one of the last 
great taboos in Middle East poli- 
‘ tics, since Israel has always dis- 
•' missed the PLO as a “terrorist” 
.movement. 

y But he said that in various 
' [contacts between Israelis and 
'•'Palestinians, two key ideas were 
*. being explored to break the cur- 
'!;rent deadlock in the peace pro- 
^dess, which began 21 months ago 
' 'at a historic conference in Mad- 
rid. 

The first was starting immedi- 
; ate talks on a permanent settle- 
> ment on the West Bank and Gaza 
I Strip in parallel to the present 

* negotiations on a five-year in- 
terim period of self-rule in the 

r territories. 

- The second was for an early 
I Israeli withdrawal from some 

* occupied areas — the Israelis had 
' suggested the Gaza Strip, the 

* Palestinians had proposed both 
; Gaza and Jericho in the heart of 
■ the West Bank. 

\ ' Mr. Shaath said the Israelis 

- appeared receptive but the Un- 

- ited States wanted both sides to 
: stick to the “Madrid rules” under 

* which they should first agree on 

- self-rule and start discussing a 

- permanent settlement only in the 
; third year of the interim period. 

“Ways out are in effect blocked 
' so far by the Americans insisting 
on the Madrid rules," Mr. Shaath 
said. 

The logic of the first idea is that 
.’ the problems in the self-rule talks 
really concern “permanent sta- 
tus” issues: What territory ' will 

* the Palestinians control and, in 


particular, whether they will con- 
trol East Jerusalem. 

The aim of the second is to 
break the interim period into 
more easily achievable sub-, 
stages: If agreement cannot be 
reached on self-rule in the whole 
West Bank and Gaza, at least it 
can be implemented in two signi- 
ficant areas as a first step. 

“The ways out are really either 
changes in the rules of the game 
or proper interim measures,” Mr. 
Shaath said. 

“As for changes in the rules, 
such as embarking on parallel 
negotiations on the permanent 
status to tackle the issue of Jeru- 
salem straight away and ask for 
the inclusion of the PLO as the 
negotiating partner, they seem to 
be acceptable to the Israelis in 
one way or another — but not to 
the Americans, who seem to be 
zealous 'about guarding the so- 
called Madrid rules.” 

He added: “The second way 
out is the Gaza-Jericho disen- 
gagement idea, which would give 
an immediate measure on the 
ground that is satisfactory to the 
Palestinians as an interim to the 
interim. That seems to be one 
idea certainly not rejected by the 
Israelis but we hear absolutely no 
compromise from the Americans 
on it." 

Meetings in Egypt 

Senior PLO officials met Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
Thursday before U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
visits the Middle East in an 
attempt to. salvage the peace 
talks. 

The Palestinian team included 
Mahmoud Abbas, a member of 
the PLO Executive Committee, 
Yasser Abed-Rabbo, the PLO's 
information chief, and Dr. 
Shaath, one of its main strategists 
in the peace process. 

Dr. Shaath told Reuters before 
the meetings that the Palestinians 
had prepared amendments to a 
U.S. draft paper on Palestinian 
self-rule but were unlikely to 
hand them to Mr. Christopher 
unless the United States changed 
its position on the crucial issues of 
Jerusalem and territorial jurisdic- 
tion. 

An Israeli official said one of 
Israel’s main hopes from the 
Christopher visit was that the 
Palestinians would submit a full i 
set of amendments to the U.S. ! 


Khamenei: U.S. could not 
‘do a damn thing’ to Iran 


.NICOSIA (AP) — Iran's spir- 
itual leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, was quoted Friday as 
denouncing U.S. efforts to isolate 
his country and said Tehran was 
[able to purchase weaponry any- 
where it wanted. 

Tehran Radio quoted Ayatol- 
3 ah Khamenei assaying that de- 
spite U.S. and other Western 
nations' efforts to block weapons 
sales during die 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war, “even in those conditions we 
were able to procure sophisti- 
' cated weapons from the hearts of 
those very same countries.” 

■ Today, he added, “if we need 
something, we can get it." 

He made the comments late 
Thursday on a visit to the north- 
western provincial capital of Tab- 
riz, according to the state-run. 
radio. The broadcast was moni- 
tored in Nicosia. 

Ayatollah Khamenei described 
President Bill Clinton as a rookie, 
saying: “The young, naive indi- 
vidual who has come to power in 
the United States is unaware of 
his predecessors's efforts to tight- 
en the economic noose around 
Iran." 

U.S. administrations, he said, 
“couldn't do a damn thing be- 
fore, and ihey can’t now.” 

Ayatollah Khamenei's com- 
ments were a response to U.S. 
efforts to isolate Iran economical- 


ly at a time it faces rapid inflation 
and rising unemployment. 

Last month, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher called 
on Washington’s allies to stop 
doing business with Iran. He also 
said Iran should be barred from 
aquiring military technology. 

The United States accuses Iran 
of supporting international ter- 
rorism. It also openly opposes the 
U.S. -backed Israeli-Arab peace 
process. 

The United States also has 
accused Iran of trying to acquire 
nuclear weapons. 

Iran recently acquired a 
Russian-built, diesel -powered 
submarine, the first for a country 
bordering the Gulf. It is docked 
at the southern Port of Bandar 
Abbas while its Iranian crew 
undergoes training. 

A second sub is on its way to 
Iran, according to shipping 
sources in the region. 

Washington imposed an 
embargo on trade with Iran after 
the 1979 revolution, when more 
than 50 American diplomats were 
held hostage by Iranian militants 
for 444 days. 

Despite the embargo, the Ira- 
nians were able to get spare parts 
and even anti-tank weapons deli- 
vered directly from the United 
States in what became known as 
the Iran-contra scandal. 



DISPLACED: A family leaves their village of Dir 
Zahrani near Nabatiyeti in Sooth Lebanon, adding 


to the flood of 50,000 refugees fleeing relentless 
Israeli bombing of South Lebanon (AFP photo) 


Attorney says he arranged 
asylum for Demjanjuk 


TEL AVTV — John Demjanjuk’s 
attorney said Friday he has 
arranged temporary asylum for 
the stateless man, but kept the 
name of the host country secret 
for fear it will withdraw the offer 
at the last minute. 

Demjanjuk's native Ukraine 
appeared a likely destination. 

The retired Ohio auto worker, 
acquitted Thursday as the Nazi 
guard “Ivan the terrible," was 
back in his old cell of seven years 
Friday awaiting deportation. 

U.S. officials said Demjanjuk, 
stripped of his U.S. citizenship in 
1981 for lying about his alleged 
Nazi past, was not eligible to 
return to America. But they did 
not rule out he could be allowed 
to enter the United States even- 
tually. 

Defence attorney Yoram Shef- 
tel said Friday that in anticipation 
of the acquittal he secured the 
promise of a country to grant 
Demjanjuk temporary asylum 
until it is decided where he will 
settle. 

Sheftel did not name the coun- 
try, saying he feared that “any 
prior information will somehow 
undermine the matter." 

Demjanjuk would not seek to 
become a citizen of this country 
because he wants to -restore his 
U.S. citizenship, Sheftel told the 
Associated Press. 

“He will stay as a stateless man 
in the other country," Sheftel 
said. “Everything was done 
and completed before the (sup- 
reme court) verdict.” 

Qemjanjuk's denaturalisation 
is under appeal, with hearings set 
to begin before the 6th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 
September. 

Demjanjuk's son, John, and 
son-in-law, Ed Nishnic, were to 
visit him in his isolation cell at 
Ayalon prison later Friday. 

Demjanjuk has asked prison 





John Demjanjuk 

authorities to take with him some 
souvenirs when he leaves Israel, 
including his brown prison uni- 
form and some of the thousands 
of letters from wellwisheis he 
received over the years, said pris- 
on services spokesman Dubi Ben- 
Ami. He said Demjanjuk’s re- 
quest was granted. 

Israel’s five supreme court jus- 
tices, -citing reasonable doubt, 
unanimously overturned Dem- 
janjuk's 1988 conviction and 
death sentence as “Ivan,” the 
saddistic gas chamber operator at 
the Trebunka camp. 

The judges said there was 
strong proof Demjanjuk served 
in a Nazi unit. But the court did 
not convict him on those charges 
because they were not included in 
the original indictment and Dem- 
janjuk did not have a chance to 
defend himself. 

Demjanjuk had argued he was 
a victim of mistaken identity. His 
conviction had been based on 
dramatic testimony by five Treb- 
linka survivors who said he was 
Ivan, but documents that 
emerged after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in 1991 offered 


conflicting evidence. 

Death- camp survivors reacted 
to Thursday’s ruling with 
anguish, outrage and shock. 

Other people praised it as a 
victory for the Israeli justice sys- 
tem. 

In Washington, Neal Sher, 
head of the Justice Department's 
Nazi-hunting office of special in- 
vestigations, said despite the ac- 
quittal, Demjanjuk was ineligible 
to return on pounds he still 
served as a Nazi camp guard. 

But John Demjanjuk said the 
administrative discretion to let his 
father *back rested not with Sher 
but U.S. Attorney General Janet 
Reno. He said the U.S. appeals 
court in Ohio that sent his father 
to Israel has set a Sept. 3 hearing 
when it could decide to allow his 
return while reconsidering his ex- 
tradition. 

Ukrainian officials welcomed 
tiie Israeli court decision to acquit 
Demjanjuk and indicated he 
might be allowed to return to the 
land of his birth. 

“Justice wins in the modern 
world although it needs so much 
time,” said Anton Buteiko, chief 
adviser on international affairs to 
President Leornd Kravchuk. 

“It is normal and good when a 
court re-examines a case and 
establishes a man is not guilty." 

A senior member of parlia- 
ment, Bohdan Horyn, saw no 
reason why Demjanjuk should 
not be allowed to return to 
Ukraine. 

“I think that a man released by 
Israel's supreme court has every 
grounds to go to any state, includ- 
ing Ukraine,” Horyn said. 

In Los Angeles, a prominent 
rabbi said the United States 
should bar Demjanjuk from re- 
turning because he was a Nazi 
guard, even if he’s not “Ivan the 
terrible.” 


Iraq is 

clearing 

waterway 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Iraq is final- 
ly allowing the skeleton remains 
of some 75 ships caught in the 
Shatt A1 Arab estuary when the 
Iran-Iraq war broke out 13 years 
ago to be towed away. 

The signal is dear Iraq is 
getting ready for the day when 
the U.N. Security Council lifts 
trade sanctions damped since its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

That, however, can only come 
after the council agrees that Iraq 
has complied with all Gulf war 
ceasefire provisions — there is no 
sign when that might be. 

The vital shipping channel, 
Iraq’s only outlet to tiie sea, has 
been blocked by the rusting hulks 
since they were trapped at the 
outset of the war in 1980. 

Three carcasses have been 
towed out in a matter of four 
days, the news coming out only 
because U.S. Naval Forces Cen- 
tral Command is monitoring ship- 
ping to and from Iraq. 

Spokesman Bruce Cole told 
the Assodated Press that U.S. 
navy warships assisted by the 
coast guard on Wednesday 
boarded and checked the motor 
vessel Evia as it was being towed 
down from the Iraqi port of Bas- 
ra, which is on Shatt A1 Arab, to 
the southern Gulf port of Dubai. 

On Tuesday July 27, the navy 
did likewise with the motor vessel 
Silver Crane, and on July 24 the 
motor vessel Horizon. All were 
travelling from Basra to Dubai. 

-“My understanding is they are 
in very poor condition,” the 
spokesman said. “We have to be 
real careful in boarding them.” 

Hie U.S. Navy, along with 
assistance from the mam naval 
powers that participated in Op- 
eration Desert Storm, watches 
shipping in the Gulf as well as m 
the Red Sea to guarantee en- 
forcement of trade sanctions im- 
posed since Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in August 1990. 

Since the Gulf war, the mari- 
time interceptions have been con- 
centrated on the Red Sea, watch- 
ing shipping through the Gulf of 
Aqaba. 

The spokesman said that for 18 
months there had been no in- 
terceptions of any ships this side of 
'tiie waterway, until ‘the towing of 
tiie vessj&s started from the Shatt 
A1 Arab on July 24. 

*• He said he had no record for 
earlier such movements. 

But the London-based Lloyd’s 
Shipping Intelligence unit, which 
monitors shipping around the 
world for commercial reasons, 
has in its registers at least two 
other earlier movements from the 
Shatt A1 Arab — a fishing vessel ; 
in mid-June flying the Iraqi flag, 
and a formerly Yugoslav cargo 
ship called Istxanka. 

“We expect several more over 
the coming weeks,” said the navy 
spokesman. 

When the Iraq-Iran war broke 
out, approximately 75 ships were 
in the narrow waterway that sepa- 
rates part of its borders from Iran 
and opens onto the Gulf waters. 


Rabbi brings ‘lost tribe’ of Jews from India to Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — An Israeli rabbi is 
bringing dozens of members of an 
isolated Indian community who 
believe they are a lost tribe of 
Israel to settle on the occupied 
Gaza Ship. 

Rabbi Eliabu Avichail has 
already sent 40 “Jews" bom the 
state of Mizoram in India's north- 
eastern corner to a collective 
farm on the Gaza Strip. 

The unmarried men and 
women aged between 17 and 35 
proved such a success at Moshav 
Segev that Rabbi Avichail has 
been asked to supply more Indi- 
ans for neighbouring settlements, 
despite the bitter opposition of 
Palestinians. 

The Rabbi seeks to avoid con- 


troversy about the rights and 
wrongs of the operation and de- 
nied newspaper reports that the 
Indians were being used to re- 
place cheap, but “dangerous" 
Palestinian labour in the settle- 
ments. 

“I am not a politician. If Israel 
decides to pull out of Gaza I will 
accept that," he told AFP. 

“If you can find me any other 
place in Israel where I can send 
these people I will do it, but there 
is no other place,” said Rabbi 
Avichail, who runs a group called 
Amishav (my people return). 

“The Gaza settlements are saf- 
er than the Old City of Jeru- 
salem,” the Rabbi said. "They 
know all about the situation.” 

He has visited Mizoram where 


some 750,000 members of the 
Tchiang tribe believe they are 
descendants of the lost tribe of 
Manasseli, a Judean king during 
the 7th century B.C. 

Christian missionaries con- 
verted the majority over a cen- 
tury ago. but some 5,000 still 
follow Jewish rituals. 

For Rabbi Avichail the evi- 
dence is not enough to prove that 
the Tchiang are one of the 10 lost 
tribes of Israel. “The most impor- 
tant thing is that their motivation 
is very great.” he said. 

The Indians, whose plane fares 
are paid by wealthy American 
Jews, convert officially to Juda- 
ism. Once accepted into the faith 
they benefit for the “law of re- 
turn" and receive government 


assistance. 

According to Rabbi Avichail 
the Indian government has shown 
no opposition and officials from 
Mizoram's government had wel- 
comed him. 

Rabbi Avichail has also helped 
bring 150 converts to Judaism 
from Peru two years ago. They 
have settled at Eloii Moreh, near 
Nablus, a stronghold of Palesti- 
nian resistance on the occupied 
West Bank. 

When India gained independ- 
ence in 1947, more than 25,000 
Jews lived in the country, centred 
on Bombay and Cochin, but to- 
day the majority have emigrated 
to Israel. 

India finally opened diplomatic 
relations with Israel in 1992. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

French-lraqi committee to send medicine 

LYONS (AFP) - A 

hospital in Baghdad announced here. The 

the Association for Frauco-lraqi ^Sohtomy ann^ ^ tQ ^ 

cargo will arrive in Aqaba and take the opportunity to 

destination. The assodafion said 

appeal to the Iraqi authorities vear5 prison for illegal - 

25-year-old French man sentenced to » «gb ' his ceUfiat 

entry. Mr. Barriere told journalists mto^ewingm™ forced him to 
anlraqi patrol picked him up in Kuwaiti territory and rorcea mm ro 

cross the border. 

Orthodox leaders discuss church problem* 

tctaNRT it (Rl Orthodox church leaders met in Turkey Friday 

Orthodox ~ T unfti«.a 

cSSSs.'chaired the meeting wtnch will 
Jerusalem's archbishop, Patriarch 

in the affairs of other communities, f^tnarch Diodorw^wiwtm 
not present at the meeting, has complained 

of Istanbul Patriarch Bartholomeos m *e Orthodox wortd com- 
munity following the collapse of the ^ 

“Church leaders will discuss problems between 
Jerusalem and other churches," Metropolitan Bishop Mefaton, 
spokesman of Istanbul patriarchate’s 4 

Reuters. “Other churches have complained that patriarchate of 
Jerusalem has been interfering in their affairs, he said. 

U.S. sub docks at Jeddah 

MANAMA (R) — A U.S. nuclear-powered submarine had docket - 
at the Saudi Red Sea port of Jeddah, a U.S. navy spokesman Mid 
Friday. The submarine, the USS Pasadena, is part ofthe battle 
group led by the aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln which Km the 
Gulf on other side of the Arabian Peninsula. Warplanes from the 
Lincoln fired on Iraqi radar on Thursday. But submarines can wort 
independently of their lead ship. Subs sometimes operate m the 
shallow Gulf, but the Red Sea is deeper and easier to navigate m. 

12 dead in Kurdish-linked violence in Turkey 


DIYARBAKIR (R) — Twelve people, including seven Kurdish 
rebels, were killed in renewed violence in southeast Turkey, 
security officials said Friday. Four guerrillas of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), two state-paid village guards and a woman were 
killed Thursday in a clash after a rebel raid on Villan hamlet in 
Bingol province. Turkish troops killed two other PKK fighters in 
another dash in Siirt province, a statement from the regional 
emergency rule governor's office in Diyarbakir said. PKK rebels 
Trilled two village guards on Thursday in the southeastern town of 
Pervari, officials stud. Troops also found the body of a rebel in 
Tunceli province. 

Israeli representative arrives in Taiwan 

TAIPEI (R) — Israeli first unofficial ambassador to Taiwan has 
arrived in Taipei to set up a representative office in the absence of 
formal diplomatic ties. The office will promote trade and high- 
technology cooperation between the two sides. Jacob Fass was 
quoted by the semi-official Central News Agency as saying. Taiwan 
opened a representative office in Israel in April. Israel last year 
established full diplomatic relations with China, which views 
Taiwan as a renegade province. But unofficial links between Israel, 
and Taiwan have been warm. Two-.Wjay trade rose to $150 miltion 
in the first half of this year from $123 bullion in the same period of 

^ . ' a,y 

Kuwaiti MPs to visit Beirut 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti members of parliament (MPs) will 
attend an emergency session of the Arab Parliamentary Union in 
Beirut on Saturday that will discuss this week’s Israeli attacks on 
Lebanon, the official Kuwait News Agency said. The four-man 
delegation will be led by the speaker, Ahmad A1 Saadoun, the 
agency said late Thursday. It said Lebanon’s parliamentary 
on Wednesday asked the union to call an emergency session to 
discuss Israeli artillery and air bombardments. 

Japan lends Morocco $128m for agriculture 

RABAT (R) — Japan has lent Morocco 13.3 billion yen ($128 
million) to help finance agricultural and fisheries projects, the 
Finance Ministry said Friday. Under an accord signed by Finance 
h&u^r Mohammad Berrada and Japanese Ambassador Kyoichi 
Omura, the 20-year loan at three per cent interest with a 10-year 
gace period mU be placed at the disposal of the government's 

SrVEa!^ C S SS l N !l? onaJe ** ^StAgricole (CNCA). Hie 
fm \ ds _ t o. medium- and.Icmg-tenn loans 
| for agro- industries and fishing operators. 

Army intervenes to stop Sudan tribal fighting 

— Government troops have deployed 

than °?00* dfatf Sndaa . l ° tribal battles thai teftn^re 

Abdui°R^?m Moh^T 1 ^ , aCC S? ing to Inte rior Minister; 
ADOU1 Kaium Mohamad Hussein. The dashes between two 

branches of the Arab Messerya tribe, a nomadic cattle-raisinc 
commumg, were sparked by a dispute oyer a mmriL?BriSS 
said on television late Thursday. A senes^ of 
vendetta killi ngs and then pitched battles involving firearms hecan 
when a man from the Awlad Umran clan muiSdT^Srf 

Liberation Army (SPLA). rebel Sudan People’s 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Chorda Swdfkk, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of Gad CbnrcJi, Tci. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tci. 624590. 
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637440. 
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623541. 

Aagttcsu Church Tci. 630851. Td. 
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775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tci. 77I75I. 
Amman International Chorch Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutbcrau Chorch Td: 

824328. 

llw Oimdi or Jems Christ of Latter- 
fey Saints Td. 823824. 654932 
Church of Nazarane Tcl.675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Slight rise in temperatures win take 
place and winds wdl be northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 18/30 

Aqaba 26 / 38. 

Deserts 16/36 

Jordan Valley 24 / 35 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 29. Aqaba 36, Humidity readings: 
Amman 35 per cent. Aqaba 36 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mahmoud Hindi 898787 

Dr. Faycz Al Dabbas 759155 

Dr. Jamal Jibara 748351 

Dr. Nidal Al Dahtch 827195 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrtkiws pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy £3672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy ..847632 

IKBED: 

Dr. Mazcn Shararri 248056 

Al Ouds Pharmacy (— ) 

* 

ZARQA : 

Dr. Abdul Karim Khashasbnch 

985445 


Khaltfch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 11 1 

Civil Defence immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade... 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints........ 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12! 

(Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

S iirs M310I 

Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Aran... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malbas.J. Amman 636240 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmeistuii Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, AbdaJi 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Maifu 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: — 

Zarqu Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Si rut Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (09) 990990 

IRB1D: 

Princess Basma Hospital ■■ (02)275555 


Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)31411! 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informaiioa is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian ( RJ ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (03)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
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Ifc* Caim, Aqaba (RJ) 

BdmiflU) 
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Cairo (RJ) 


1&25 Istanbul fRD 

— New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
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il^S Sanaa (IY) 

iJS RomefAZ) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
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J2JJ .... Amsicri^'; 5 rj} 

1145 «£.£ Jf-W) 

-.Pairs. Brussels (Rj) 

JSs G cncv *. Madrid f Rj) 

SS :-=-Tu 2 £fel 

IS —-rrs^ib. 

Bahrain. Doha <RJ) 

**3o : 


Geneva, Madrid i 


™«uno i Rj) 

Cairo (Rn 

London (rj) 

-r- Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ). 

Bahrain, Doha i jy) 

I ""— - Laniaca(Rj) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (Rj) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


•7ri»5 ... 
Wil5 ... 
12S0 ... 
21:25 .... 


- Dubai (EM). . 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 


— MOW 

Snw 

cuesa— j;: - 
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170 / 50 i 

700 / 500- ! 

Ofcra ... •■■■■■ S) _ j 

Onion (diy}"” — ■■■ 
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Ptaches_ iSSSS 

Tomato 2301150 

Swcotmcion — 

Watermelon "ESS 


LMnwai(CY) 
Beirut (ME) 
.... Sanaa (IY) 
Cairo (MS) 
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Political parties expect selective 
® en % electoral changes, debate impact 


Jtooi Ma ®y Mariam M. Shahin 

annJJ JjK- -fonfan Times Staff Reporter 
*®rs l 

take th! ^ — Mom. of the nation’s 

Jea^-o V 20 registered political panics ex- 
it yeaR P cct l ^ c ad °pr»on of a one- 
,J\^- person-one-voie formula, but no 
rrito^<T m3 i or overhaul to the Election 
y ^ Cj La*, and their officials and mem- 
\ bers continue to debate possible 
-outcomes of amendments. 
*hfCh rw., At 5east three political parties 
***«% have already announced their 


lurch 


irs met i„ > candidates for the fall legislative 
•°f JerulS,: elections, but the majority have 
iaid. dec,ded to defer such announce- 

200 ments - 

ill dis^^S 1 . “ We eannot decide who is run- 
is. had k 'W ‘ n ' n B. how many people are run- 
rch ning and where they will run 

\ 0 f :Unless we know V'hai the law says 

. Qttk IOcj ^m about the number of districts. 


Unio- 0011 a? on e _ person -one-vote and many 
u^C ' other issues reIared to the Elec- 
alira.. ***£ tion Law »" 55,511 the current 
, m 7 °i%J scceretary-generaJ of the Demo- 
013155 Unity Party (DaUPJ. 
if? ■ Pifef What 55 ty 301116 observers 
ajrs -'’ as an unexpected delay in amend- 
^ "ing the Election Law is regretted 
by most political party leaders. 
“It is a bit late to change the 
1 submarine law ” Secretary General of the 
5. naw . AJ Mustakbal Party, Suleiman 

- • - a™, a xj:, ■ ■ 


a. is Arar. said. His party is against a 

Lincoh wL* chan 8 e of fhe current election 
la. Warrj 1 ' sy 5 ** 11 * and in an interview with 
ut suhnphi. the Jordan Times Mr. Arar said 
nerim^ 8 ** ,he *» opposed to the one- 
d ea _: person-one-vote concept and the 

r 10 redrawing of electoral districts at 
this stage. 

-nee in Tut Parties like Al Mustakbal, 
which has three of its members in 
eluding sevtai l ^ e ^ jOW ! sr House at present, will 
in sontbeas? the lectoral system re- 

oft heKunfc; ma5ns unchanged, say observers. 
Is and a ^ . "Parties or individuals that got 
id on Vdi^^ - _ = =r= 

5$ Majali c; 

- southeast. ; 

■he body Bl , ftni/nrn »n 


into the House through the old 
Election. Law will try to block 
moves to change it, lest they lose 
any ground." said one member of 
a leftist party on condition of 
anonymity. 

The leftist and pan-Arab par- 
ties appear the most worried ab- 
out an Election Law change that 
would involve an alteration li- 
mited to the one -person -one-vote 
formula. 

"This will benefit tribally- 
oriemed parties." maintained 
Secretary-General of the Demo- 
cratic Party for Progress in Jor- 
dan (DPPJ) Ali Amr. 

“The one-person-one-vote for- 
mula will only be acceptable if 
accompanied by a change in the 
electoral districts to a single elec- 
toral district rather than 80." Mr. 
Amr rold the Jordan Times. 

Meanwhile, IS political party 
leaders, last Tuesday sent a letter 
to Prime Minister Abdul Satam 
Al Majali saying the law “re- 
quires reconsideration" through a 
national dialogue, but stressed 
that no changes should be intro- 
duced without the approval of 
Parliament. 

Most party leaders appear con- 
cerned over the eventuality of a 
change in the Election Law. 

Joint platforms and tickets are 
vigorously being discussed among 
leftists and pan-Arabists as well 
as more centre-right parties 

“We are considering a coalition 
or joint tickets in some cases with 
nationalist parties such as Al 
Mustakbal. Al Waun and Yaka- 
za.” Secretary-General of Al 
Ahd Party Abdul Hadi Al Majali 
told the Jordan Times last week. 

Most of the centre-right par- 
ties, who have strong tribal back- 


ing, are believed to support the 
one-person-one-votc formula as a 
first step to biuader changes in 
the Election Law. 

Leftists and centrists, as well as 
the powerful Islamic Action 
Front, ate pushing a package deal 
in which electoral districts would 
also be altered to reduce the 
amount of gerrymandering that is 
inherent in the current law. 

While leftists are pushing an 
all-out system which is based on 
demographic distribution of 
population or a single electoral 
district, the Islamic Action From 
has chosen a middle-of-the-road 
approach. 

Reflecting what appears to be a 
"diplomatic" approach Ishak 
Farhan, senator and secretary- 
general of the Islamic Action 
Front, insisted that several vari- 
ables must be considered in draw- 
ing up the electoral districts. 

“Geography and demography 
must play a role.” Dr. Farhan 
told the Jordan Times. “We can- 
nor afford to have any group left 
out of representation." 

If we we set a limit to 10,000 
people who get a representative 
in Parliament, then many areas in 
Jordan will not be represented at 
all,” Dr. Farhan added. “Thus 
we must consider both geography 
and demography." 

Thus far the most immediate 
issue is what changes will be 
made, so that parties can start on 
their election campaigns. 

Although most say they will 
field the same candidates regard- 
less of any changes, they also say 
that their approach and the num- 
ber of candidates fielded will 
depend on the law. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Maj3li 
has said the philosophy of the 
government’s central administra- 
tion should be updated to fit the 
requirements of today. 

- At a meeting held Thursday at 
the Ministry of Finance and 
attended by heads of departments 
affiliated to the ministry, Dr. 
Majali said the government was 
.keen to reduce- bureaucrats^;''' 
bvercome tohtme procedures' ahd ' 
encourage decentralisation in 
derision-making to assist citizens 
Swiftly and without complica- 
tions. 

He said this change should be 
started by administrative leaders 
inspite of the difficulties and 
obstacles faring them. 

The premier called for expand- 
ing meetings between directors of 
departments and civil servants in 
order to find a modem concept of 
the civil service duties. 


Stressing that a civil servant 
should serve citizens and not vice 
versa, he emphasised the need to 
create an opportune climate for 
attracting investments to expand 
the basis of production and con- 
sequently to create new jobs in- 
stead of creating non-producing 
jobs in the government. 

These non-productive govern- 
ment jobs,' he said, increase 
masked unemployment, and add 
to the government's financial bur- 
dens, in addition to depriving 
productive sectors of the work- 
force. 

Dr. Majali said the new admi- 
nistration ought to focus its atten- 
tion on encouraging creativity 
and rewarding distinguished em- 
ployees instead of treating excell- 
ing employees on the same foot- 
ing with others. 

He noted that government de- 
partments should aim to mod- 
ernise and update their work- 


plans in accordance with modem 
trends in administration. 

The prime minister also called 
for expanding the process of 
financial decentralisation to make 
every govemorate in the King- 
dom an independent financial 
unit to save time and effort. 

Finance Minister Sami Gam- 
mo. who was present at the meet- 
ing, said the ministry. -has pre- 
pared a tyorkplan to amend and 
update its regulations and bylaws 
in accordance with a defined time 
frame. 

The meeting was attended by 
the secretary general of the Fi- 
nance Ministry, the directors 
general of the Land and Survey 
Department, the Customs De- 
partment, the Free Zones Cor- 
poration, the Income Tax De- 
partment, the Amman Financial 
Market, the General Budget De- 
partment and the Jordanian In- 
vestments Corporation. 


9ra9riat Crackdown 
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employees 

■SltaS! to begin 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Labour 
Ministry is determined to take all 
necessary measures to control the 
lots] labour market and will deal 
firmly with guest workers em- 
ployed illegally in the country 
4&long with their employers, 
according to Labour Minister 
Khaled AJ Gbzawi. 

■ In a statement released here 
Friday, the minister said that lack 
of cooperation on the part of the 
employers who have been found 
isolating the labour law and the 
limited number of ministry in- 
spectors checking on the status of 
non-Jordanian workers were 
among the reasons behind pre- 
sent problem. 

; Furthermore, there has been 
no plan for locating non- 
Jordanian Arab nationals who 
have entered the country, said 
the minister, in a statement to the 
Jordan news agency, Petra. 

The ministry is currently col- 
laborating with various con- 
cerned authorities to control the' 
number of guest workers and to 
ensure that they have valid work 
permits, said Mr. Ghzawi. 

Appealing to Jordanian em- 
ployers to cooperate with the 
Labour Ministry to control the 
local labour market by giving 
priority to Jordanian job seekers, 
Mr. Ghzawi said that strict mea- 
sures will be taken to deal with 
offenders. 

More inspectors will soon be 
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Guest workers make up a significant number in the Kingdom’s 
construction labour force 


touring various companies, fac- 
tories and other work places to 
seek out illegal workers, said the 
minister. 

Violators of the law will be 
fined, ahd workers employed ille- 
gally will be ordered ro leave the 


country. 

The minister appealed to the 
Federation of Jordanian-Labour 
Unions for assistance in finding 
work for Jordanian job seekers 
and to control the number of 
guest workers in Jordan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings arc compiled from monthly 
bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
advised to verify the listed time and place with the 
concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* “ACOR at 25,*’ in celebration of 25 years of 
archaeological research in Jordan, at the Amer- 
ican Cento 1 of Oriental Research. 


☆ Exhibition of a new reflection of art works by 
Princess Wfjdan Ali at The Gallery, Hotel 
Jordan InterContinental. 

* Exhibition of paintings and ceramics by AU Al 
Mi’mar, Hazem Al Zu’bi, Abdul Raouf Sha- 
m’oun and Jalal Ureiqat at EsbbecJia Art 
Gallery. 6th CirtU, Amra Shopping Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of British Archaeological projects in 
Jordan at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


U.N. official ends 4-day visit to Jordan 

Says he will raise sanctions issue with Ghi 


Majali calls for updating 
government administration 


By Sausan Ghosheh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN United Nations 
General Assembly President 
Sloyan Ganev Friday left Jordan 
after holding talks with Crown 
Prince Hasson, Prime Minister 
Abdul SaJam Al-Majali and ocher 
Jordanian officials about the fu- 
ture of the region, the reevalua- 
tion of the U.N. role, ongoing 
cooperation between Amman 
and the United Nations, and the 
effect of sanctions on Iraq on the 
Kingdom. 

During his four-day visit to the 
Kingdom, Dr. Ganev, a former 
minister in the Republc of Bul- 
garia, expressed his views on the 
new world order and the role of 
the U.N. in the new political 
atmosphere. 

Speaking at the World Affairs 
Council on Wednesday. Dr. 
Ganev stressed the need to en- 
hance the role and effectiveness 
of the U.N. 

Engineers 
look to 
Gulf states 
to market 
expertise 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian Engineers Association 
(J£A) is contracting firms in the 
Gulf countries, particularly 
Oman, to market Jordanian en- | 
gineering expertise and find work 
for unemployed engineers, 
Hisham Khreisat, head of the 
JEA Training and Employment 
Department, said in a statement 
issued Friday. 

So far SOU letters have been 
sent to these companies and some 
replies are now coming in. said 
Mr. Khreisat. 

Most job-seeking engineers 
specalise in mechanical and elec- 
trical engineering, said Mr. 
Khreisat, adding that the profes- 
sion suffers on a 2.5 per cent 
unemployment rate in the King- 
dom. f 

The JEA has' lately been re- 
ceiving offers from local contrac- 
tors for engineers with experience 
and the association is finding 
work for 300 engineers annually 
inside Jordan alone, he said. 

To help young engineers find 
work the JEA has been cooperat- 
ing with the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing, the Armed 
Forces and the Sahab Industrial 
City which have been providing 
che junior cadres with on-the-job 
training for at least one year. 

This year the JEA has arranged 
for 106 new engineers to have 
year-long training with various 
institutions, which pay them a 
JD 120 monthly salary. 

Mr. Khreisat’s statement came 
on day after the opening of a 
week-long event at the Profes- 
sional Association Complex 
focusing on the activities and 
programmes of the JEA, particu- 
larly the architectural division. 

The architectural week was 
opened by Amman Mayor Mam- 
douh Al Abbadi who deputised 
for His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 

Mr. Al Abbadi voiced the Re- 
cent’s appreciation to the JEA 
for its efforts in promoting con- 
struction and development in Jor- 
dan. 

JEA President Husni Abu 
Gheida addressed the opening 
ceremony by summarising the 
JEA’s efforts in promoting the 
engineering profession and con- 
tributing, to the general develop- 
ment of the Kingdom. 

Later, Dr. Abbadi opened a 
week-long exhibition displaying 
various types of architectural 
work in Jordan. 


"We are in the stage in which 
we must decide the future of the 
U.N., which world order do we 
want. Because instead of ordet 
we can have disorder,” he said. 

Since the end of the cold war. 
the U.N., according to Dr. 
Ganev, has been able to adopt 
pro-active rather than reactive 
measures towards peacemaking. 
But, in order for the organisation 
to be able to “lay a solid founda- 
tion for preventive action." ac- 
cess to timely and vital informa- 
tion is necessary, he said. 

Thus, he added, more fact- 
finding missions have been con- 
ducted in beteween 1992 and 
1993 than in any other prior year. 

Sanctions, Dr. Ganev said, 
were frequently used in the past 
year to "encourage parties to 
abide by the positions of the 
Security Council” and to preserve 
peace. 

Stressing that he understands 
the pressure sanctions exert not 
only on the member states against 



Sloyan Ganev 

which they were directed, but 
also on its neighbours. Dr Ganev 
said he is pushing for the adop- 
tion of a resolution that will 
compensate the damages suffered 
by the neighbouring countries. 

“It is a matter of pressing 
importance." 

Bulgaria, his homeland, he 
stated is suffering from sanctions 
imposed against Yugoslavia, but 
“Bulgaria is not alone is facing 
this quandary: your country (Jor- 
dan) is also facing such a matter." 

Jordan's economy was severely 


hurt by the sanction-- .«n 

Iraq 

"After talks in Amman ' v>.i:h 
government officials and business 
men." I realise the importance of 
the problem and I will raise it 
again with the Secretary General 
(of the U.N.). We must do 3ur 
best to adopt the resolution.” Dr. 
Ganev stated. 

In order to encourage counties 
to comply with the sanctums' 
derision, a permanent fund 
be set up by the Security O.-.r.-J. 
to compensate those uni-..--:/ 
affected by such a policy, he d. 
"It is a matter of the c:f5cte.!7‘ . 
the U.N. activities." 

The role of the U.N. »s 
longer just peacemaking, but :.-.'sc 
peace-building; it needs to pro- 
vide social development :*.-d eco- 
nomic opportunity. con-.-JucLd 
Dr. Ganev , the first preside.:* of 
the General Assembly u> 
Jordan. 

During the discussion phase of 
the meeting, participants de- 
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Deputies, doctors and women 
show solidarity with Lebanese 


AMMAN (Petra) — A four- 
member Jordanian parliamentary 
delegation led by Lower House 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
will travel to Beirut today (Satur- 
day) to take part in an extraordin- 
ary session of the Arab Par- 
liamentary Union. 

The session is to be held in the 
Lebanese capital as a show of 
solidarity by Arab parliamenta- 
rians with the Lebanese people in 
the face of the recent Israeli 
aggression on Lebanon. 

Meanwhile, the Lebanese 
embassy here said a Jordanian 
medical delegation will go to 
Beirut in the next few days with 
medical equipment and drugs to 
assist the victims of the Israeli 
attacks. 

Michael Jaara, the embassy's 
charge d'affaires, said he learned 
of the plan from Hassan Khreis, 
secretary general of the Arab 
Doctors Union, who had called at 
the embassy. 

Mr. Jaara voiced Lebanon's 
deep appreciation to the Jorda- 
nian people and government for 
their support. 

On Thursday, women's unions 


in Jordan staged a sit in at the 
United Nations offices in Am- 
man. raising posters that conde- 
mned Israel's attack on Lebanon 
and demanding U.N. interven- 
tion to halt the aggression. 

The women delivered to the 
U.N. resident representative a 
memorandum voicing their de- 
nunciation of the Israeli actions 
as a brutal act against innocent 
women and children. 

The memorandum expressed 
the women’s absolute solidarity 
with the people of Lebanon in 
their efforts to resist occupation 
and demanded that the world 
community implement U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 425 
which calls for Israeli troop with- 
drawal from Lebanese territory. 

Several political party leaders 
and Parliament Deputy Mansour 
Murad took part in the sit-in. 

Mr. Murad announced he was 
going to Lebanon to join the 
Lebanese liberation movement 
and called on youth from Arab 
and Islamic countries to support 
the struggle of the Lebanese peo- 
ple. 


UNRWA concerned for 
refugees in Lebanon 

Meanwhile the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees { U N R\V A t 
Commissioner-General liter 
Turkmen Thursday deplored 
Israeli attacks against Palestine 
refugee camps in southern Leba- 
non which have resulted in the 
death of 10 Palestine refugees 
since July 25 and are causing 
thousands of refugees to flee their 
shelters, according to an UN- 
RWA press release. 

“Israeli attacks against Leba- 
non are having disastrous con- 
sequences for Palestine refugees 
living in the south of the coun- 
try," Mr. Turkmen stated. 

The commissioner-general 
added that UNRWA was distres- 
sed to see that Palestine refugees 
living in Lebanon, who have' en- 
dured so much hardship and suf- 
fering, are faring yet another 
ordeal. 

The Israeli aerial and artillery 
attacks against Lebanon have in- 
cluded Palestine refugee camps. 
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tr..- statement. 

The bombing : a- iainr.c.'c! 
destroyed re:*i*:?a sSiiiars, 
Eb-Jdawi, Ein . AS 2 
and Mien Mich c.».itp». 

Thousands o » Palestine 
fugees are fleeing ir, 
ern Lebanon- in c-.‘ ' 

locations. 

Eighty per cent of 1 \ivSr, !. 
camp residents. 60 per cc: 1 
refugees from Eir. Al rvi » 
and 30 per cent of Al B ct 
inhabitants have tied sa f:.r 
have large numbers c: 
mans from Durj AI 
Rashidieh camps. 

Over 100 Pales; "Jan fair,. 
have sought refuge in Ui-ilY 
schools in Saida and Ac ugcr.i 
working with ether Jisph 
families to identify possible : 
porary shelter for them. 

Agency medical clinics ran 
open to treat persons i-.j: 
during the attacks, aithoujh i 
mal services in sc-.e c-rr : 
had to be suspended •• ■ 
cautionary measures. 


Nursing college to be transforme 
into 250-bed hospital — minister 


IRBID (Petra) — Admitting that 
the Irbid govemorate has been 
faring shortages in medical ser- 
vices. Health Minister Abdul 
Rahim Malhas announced that 
the Nuseibeh Al Mazenieh Nurs- 
ing and Midwifery College in 
Irbid will soon be transformed 
into a 250-bed hospital. 

The facility will be linked to the 
Princess Basma Training Hospital 
.in rrbid. said the minister Thurs- 
day during an inspection tour of 
the medical services in Irbid city. 

The Nursing and Midwifery 
College will be transferred to the 
building which now houses the 
Community College at Howara 
starting as early as next week, he 
said. 

Noting that the move was cal- 
led for by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al Majali, Dr. Malhas said 
the hospital is badly needed in 
order to curb the shortage in 
hospitalisation services in the 
Irbid region. 

The nursing building offers a 
temporary solution to the lack of 
medical services available, caused 
by insufficient funds to set up a 
hospital in Irbid; a project that 
would take a long time to con- 
struct and millions to furnish, said 
Mr. Malhas. 

Noting that the the college- 
turned -hospital will become oper- 
ational before the end of this 
year, the minister said the move 
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Minister of Health Abdul Rahim Malhas Cleft) Thursday Ccu.-s heaitr facDb' V j 


will double the number of hospit- 
al beds. 


is completed at the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Techr.o'o- 


Together with the Princess gy (JUST), said Dr. Malhas. 


Basma Hospital, the total num- 
ber of beds will rise to 500. 

This is a temporary solution 
until the King Abdullah Hospital 
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Plot needed to extend 
Sahab industrial city 




AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Industrial Estates Corporation 
(JIEC) is searching for a suitable 
plot of land to serve as an exten- 
sion to the Sahab Industrial City 
because of the growing demand 
for space by new industries. 

The announcement, made 
Thursday by JIEC Director 
General Fayez Suheimat during a 
visit to the industrial city by 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Bassam Al Saket and Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Walid Asfour. said JIEC is forced 
to look for a new site for another 
industrial city on the outskirts of 
Amman. 

Over the last few years and in 
’the first half of 1993 there were 
more industrial investors than ex- 
pected and rheir demand for fac- 
tories cannot be met at the Sahab 
city because of the limited area of 
land remaining, Dr. Suheimat ex- 
plained. 

Dr. Suheimat, who accompa- 


nied the two ministers on a tour 
of various parts of the city and its 
services to investors, said the 
Sahab Industrial Gty now houses 
292 industrial projects employing 
9,000 workers. 

Estimated capita! invested in 
the projects, he said, is JD 200 
million so far. 

According to Dr. Suheimat. 35 
per cent of the factories produce 
food products, and the rest manu- 
facture a variety of items includ- 
ing electric ap^iances. chemical 
products, fruniture. and packag- 
ing paper, construction materials, 
engineering and metal products, 
textiles, leather and plastic. 

Noting that most of the pro- 
ducts are exported to Arab and 
foreign countries. Dr. Suheimat 
said al least 90 local firms at the 
industrial city produce items im- 
ported by European countries, 
including Russia and the United 
States. 
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Minister of Industry -and Trade Bassam Al Saket 
(second from left) and Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Walid Asfour Thursday tour the 


Sahab Industrial City, escorted by Jcrdaa Ik 
rial Estates President Fayez (IlT: 1 {? 

photo) 
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i Haunting destruction 

i 

; GENERAL YEHOSH Dorfinan, the commander of the 
1 Israeli artillery corps which is responsible for most of the 
destruction that has been inflicted on Lebanon in the last six 
days, was no less candid than many of his superiors in the 
Israel government when he said that his country’s cam- 
paign was aimed at reducing the villages and towns of South 
Lebanon into heaps of nibble. “We are ... firing into the 
vilisges in o*der to cause damage to property ... and create a 
situation in which the residents wfll leave the villages and go 
nor&,” the general said. This man, his soldiers and the 
Israeli air force seem to be winning on that score, of course. 
Thousands of South Lebanese are still pouring into Beirut 
and its suburbs to escape the Israeli created hell while part 
of Lebanon is turned into another “security zone,” albeit a 
barat one. 

Meanwhile, Hizbollah continues to be defiant and main- 
tains the barrage of rocket attacks on northern Israel. But 
TCihetber it is Hizbollah guerrilla’s attacks or Syrian 
“negotiation through guns” as Israeli politicians put it, or 
Iran’s insistence on “sabotaging the peace process,” the 
world should be ashamed of what Israel is doing to unarmed 
people caught in the crossfire of regional powers. It may be 
tree that Hizbollah derives its strength foam Iran, bnt it is 
deSaitdy truer that that group earns its legitimacy from the 
Lebanese people themselves, especially those from the 
ssaila, who want to make Israel withdraw from their 
occupied lands. 

UJS. President Bill Clinton can always count on Syria to 
restrain itself, as be has said, in the face of an Israeli army, 
which is armed to the teeth with the latest American 
T?3£ponry. But the U.S. president cannot continue to ignore 
&.2 basic fact that Israel still refuses to implement UJN. 
Security Council Resolution 425, exactly at a time when he 
vetches every Iraqi move in order to see whether it complies 
wL'i or violates U.N. resolutions. While Mr. Clinton and the 
rest of the international community, including the Arab 
World, continue to bury their heads in the sand and 
overlook the plight of the Lebanese people and the misery 
they are being subjected to, the rest of ns will neither forget 
got forgive the crimes that are bring perpetrated against 
h umanity by the Israeli war machine. Hizbollah itself has 
said on so many occasions that it was willing to halt its 
attacks cm northern Israel if the Israelis withdrew from the 
scatb of Lebanon, according to Security Council resolu- 
tions. Furthermore, the Lebanese array has expressed 
readiness to patrol the borders with Israel once the latter 
withdrew from the self-declared security zone. And, above 
all, Syria has expressed similar intentions. But it is not Iran, 
Syria, Hizbollah or the Palestinians who keep the south of 
Lebanon on fire. It is Israel's insistence on maintaining its 
occupation of South Lebanon in defiance of international 
Saw and legitimacy that is putting its own peace and the 
whole region’s stability at risk. If toe Israelis will ever learn 
their basic lesson in history, only time will teO. 

But the misery and destruction they have caused toe 
Lebanese people over the past week are acts that should 
haunt their conscience and that of toe whole world fora long 
tone to come. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


UNDER THE pretext of ending some guerrilla factions' attacks 
on Israeli positions, the Israelis are launching a genocide and 
forcing the inhabitants of 30 Lebanese villages to evacuate their 
homes and move to Beirut, said Sawt Al S haath daily. Yitzhak 
Rabin has openly declared war on the civilian population, 
destroying their homes and killing their children and at the same 
time, destroying the last chance for any peaceful settlement in the 
whole region, said the daily. Quoting warnings made by King 
Hussein in his statement to Al Hayat newspaper Wednesday, the 
paper said that the world community is not heeding the warnings 
and not taking any step to stop the atrocities and the aggression. 
For this reason, said the paper. King Hussein has expressed hope 
that the Arab Nation will show solidarity with Lebanon, close its 
ranks and end its side differences in order to confront the 
common threat. Had Washington and its allies not given Israel the 
green light to launch its aggression Tel Aviv would not have taken 
this dangerous step, and had Washington been really interested in 
making peace between the Arabs and the Israelis, it would not 
have encouraged Israel to carry out its genocide against the Arab 
population, added the daily. It is indeed through continued U.S. 
backing that Israel has defied all U.N. resolutions and has 
maintained its occupation of Lebanese territory despite Resolu- 
tion 425 ordering it to pull out from the occupied Lebanese 
territory, adding the paper. This situation, said the paper, calls for 
a unified Arab action, starting with the convening of a meeting at 
the highest possible level and a revival of toe Arab defence pact 
which could deter further Israeli acts of aggression. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i Arabic daily said that Israel is not 
after the Hizbollah groups in southern Lebanon but it is seeking 
to errand the land it has been occupying in the area. This 
wide-scale aggression is not against groups of guerrillas launching 
small attacks here and there but is a well-planned conspiracy 
against Lebanon where Israel seeks more land and more water 
resources, said Ahmad Al Misleh. Israel does not want a land 
inhabited by Arabs and therefore it is destroying their homes to 
force t tm to leave, he said, Mr. Rabin has openly declared his 
intentk .» of forcing the Lebanese in the south of the country to 
move north so that the way can be paved for Israel to carry out its 
evil inte :;ions, he said, Israel, he said, does not seek peace with 
Lebanor »r any of the Arab parties involved in the so-called 
peace pi-^ess, and is seekingto perpetuate its occupation of all 
the Arat ind in Lebanon and Palestine. For this reason, it is 
finding p; 2 xts to achieve that goal, said the writer. But one has 
to admit also, said the writer, that had it not been for 
Washington’s encouragement and backing of this aggression, the 
Israelis wc * not have committed their crimes. He said that the 
United Sta is thus losing its credibility as a peace mediator, and 
it is up to -he Arabs to act collectively to stop the aggression. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Musa Keilani 


Goodwill, clarity of vision should 
lead quest for confederation 


The ongoing debate in Jordan on the proposed Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederation reflects an opinionated imbroglio of 
hasty conclusions. 

The future of Jordanian-Palestinian relations in a post-peace 
process era was a subject which remained largely submerged 
during the past year, His Majesty the King having repeatedly 
affirmed that debate on toe issue was premature. But it resurfaced 
with two specific events: first when Yossi Beilin, toe Israeli 
deputy foreign minister, raised toe issue during discussions with 
Dennis Ross, the U.S. coordinator of the peace process who- 
visited the Middle East in July, and then by Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat when he publicly expressed his total support for a 
Jordanian-Palestinian confederation as the formula for post-peace 
process relationship between the two banks of the River Jordan. 

Of course, toe idea of a Jordanian-Palestinian confederation 
was always in the minds of Jordanians and Palestinians, and the 
media used to refer to it off and on prior to the latest attention 
that it has attracted. Several studies were also made. 

Dr. Abdul Sal am Al Maiali. the current Jordanian premier, 
conducted a study of the confederation concept in 1987, one 
year before Jordan severed legal and administrative ties with the 
West Bank. The study, conducted when Dr. Majali was president 
of the University of Jordan, outlined the .pros and cons of 
confederal ties between Jordanians and Palestinians and gave 
particular focus to the repeated fiascoes in attempts to bring about 
cohesive, real unity between the two peoples. 

Against the background of toe 1984 Palestine National Council 
(PNC) resolution calling for a Jordanian-Palestinian confedera- 
tion, the study reviewed the Feb. 11, 1985, Jordanian-Palestinian 
accord on political coordination as well as toe 1972 proposal for a 
united Arab kingdom and the Egyptian moves that killed it. The 
lessons of the events of September 1970 were incorporated in the 
study. A suggestion was also made for a united Arab state with a 
hereditary leadership heading two governments and two legisla- 
tures. 

Another study was prepared by the late Wasfi Tel. the 
Jordanian premier who was assassinated in Egypt in 1972. The 
study was done in 1966, one year before Israel occupied the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights. Ahmad Touqan and Al 
Tel took part in formulating the study. 

Though very exhaustive in its analysis, the study did not 
propose, as Dr. Majali’s study did, a constitutional forum of a 
united Arab state. 

Dr. Majali’s concept emphasised a hereditary Hashemite line of 
succession in a united Arab state, where Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians will rotate as heads of government and armed forces 
commanders. 

The idea then was to weed out the phobia many East Bank 
Jordanians had of what they saw as the dangers posed by- the 
economic might and the demographic strength of the Palestinian 
community. In 1988, they felt that any peace settlement with 
Israel would only serve to advance the Jewish state’s.“Jordan is 
Palestine” slogan and translate it into a reality on Jordanian soil, 
especially if Palestinians in Lebanon came to the Kingdom. 

In this line of thinking, the situation could be further 
exacerbated when thousands of West Bankers will be forced to 
leave their ancestral home and settle in a more prosperous and 
accommodating Irbid. Amman or Zarqa. i 

It was a genuine phobia that a Palestinian takeover of Jordan 
was imminent. It even prompted many Jordanian tribal leaders to 
ask that when they pass away they be buried in their farms so that 
their sons and successors will hesitate to sell the land. 

“The genuine Jordanians,” as they called themselves, express- 
ed in many leaflets their real worry of being overswept by up to 
four million Palestinians coming in through the new gates of 
confederation from Gaza, Syria, Lebanon and the .diaspora* as 
well as the West Bank. All the newcomers, they felC'bad the 
qualitative edge of better education, better organisation, better 
politicisation and superior financial clout. 

Dr. Majali’s formula of rotating government leadership and 
armed forces command meant to smoothen the frustrations of 
many Jordanians of Palestinian descent who resented being 
“treated as second-class” citizens and denied equal opportunities 
within the higher echelons of power of Jordan. 

The proposal suggested that a unitary council be elected to 
represent the two executive councils — on the two banks of the 
River Jordan — as well as the two legislative councils. 

That was part of the historical setting which actually dates back 
to the early 1920s when Transjordan became East Jordan and 
then an emirate created in line with an agreement among Emir 
Abdullah, Winston Churchill, T.H. Lawrence and Lord Samuel to 
accommodate a “Palestinian population spillover” caused by the 
fulfilment of the BaJfour Declaration, pan of which included the 
East Bank. It was due to Emir Abdullah’s astute political 
foresight and sagacity that be managed to extract today’s Jordan 
from the Balfour Declaration. 

It was due to that 1920 commitment that Jordan offered 
immediate citizenship to the Palestinians who ended up in the 
East Bank after the creation of the state of Palestine in 1948. All 
other Arab states offered Palestinian refugees only a temporary 
status — legal and otherwise. 

But the current heated debate factionalising East Bankers and 
West Bankers revolves around serious issues that should be 
addressed fairly and justly; more importantly, frankly and 
candidly. 

Many analysts see Mr. Arafat’s statements on confederation as 
an attempt to use that lofty noble aim to save himself from the 
political isolation he suffers in Tunis — within the ranks of his 
own Fateh Revolutionary Council — as well as the Palestinian 
constituency in the occupied territories where he feels threatened 
by the young, dynamic leadership which has emerged in the wake 
of the Middle East peace process. These younger leaders are 
assertive and they have a rich history of resisting Israeli 
occupation and of suffering in Israeli prisons while others, who 
claimed Palestinian leadership, were enjoying toe luxury of 
five-star hotels in the diaspora. 

These young turks are the ones referred to by Dr. Haidar 
’Abdul Shafi and Dr. Saeb Erakat when they openly criticised the 


shortcomings of the PLO leadership. . - 

Mr. Arafat, many analysts believe, fears that the culmination ot 
the peace process will herald a new leadership of Palestinians 
from within the occupied territories leaving him with little 
influence or control over them. 

It would appear that Mr. Arafat's assumption is based on a 
hypothesis that if toe proposed interim self-government authority 
m the occupied territories is linked to Jordan through confedera- 
tion, then, in view of Amman's commitment to its recognition of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation and Mr. Arafat as its 
chairman, the formula will be a water-tight conduit for him to 
realise his life-long ambition of becoming toe “president of all 
Palestinians.” , . 

Israel has its own rationale for supporting the confederation 
proposal. Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who voiced support for 
the idea much before his Foreign Minister Shimon Peres or bis 
deputy Beilin, is seeking to preempt an entire series of develop- 
ments that would otherwise have to take place. 

The overall Israeli rationale is that the confederation concept 
will nullify the Palestinian quest for self-determination and 
statehood. Being incorporated within a wider entity, the Palesti- 
nians will not have to hold elections to a legislative assembly at 
this stage. Gaza, however, will remain a hot issue since toe strip 
had never been part of Jordan. 

Another strong rationale for Israel is the fact that a confedera- 
tion will exculpate the Israeli government in its rejection of the 
return of 1948 and 1967 Palestinian refugees. 

Their return to an independent Palestinian state will pose a 
potential future threat. But their return to a confederated 
Palestine wfll guarantee their accommodation and settlement in 
the East Bank of Jordan since the population density of toe West 
Bank precludes the possibility of their settlement there. 

Consequently, Israel's interest in defending the confederation 
is understandable since it leads to an exemplary application to the 
Palestinians of what is happening to the Bosnian Muslims — being 
divided within three political regions, Gaza and the West Bank, 
toe East Bank and toe diaspora. 

The fragmentation of Palestinians wfll relieve Israel of all 
worries about future confrontations and will relegate that issue to 
be an Arab- Arab topic. 

An interim Palestinian self-government is supposed to be in 
place for five years. During this period there will be a lot of 
bickering and nagging between Israelis and Palestinians. Bat with 
a formula of confederation, this interim period will actually be 
minimised if not actually cancelled out 

Jordan is expected to take the role of ensuring a limited size and 
role for the new Palestinian government, much less than that of an 
independent state but much more than an autonomous entity. 
That special role is expected to overcome the enigma of Security 
Council Resolution 242 and its application since what is referred 
to as “occupied territories” should be returned to sovereign states 
recognised as such by the U.N. — a status the Palestinians do not 
enjoy. 

Hypothetically, such a course of events will exonerate Israel if it 
does not return the land to Palestinians or to Jordan, which 
recognise the PLO as toe sole representative of the Palestinians. 
Moreover, Jordan's July 1988 decision to sever administrative and 
legal ties with toe West Bank is seen as an effective renunciation 
of all territorial claims to the occupied territory. 

Jordan and toe PLO have taken toe first concrete step towards 
eventual confederation by setting up joint committees to scruti- 
nise the various aspects of future relations and arrive formula 

which will alleviate East Bankers' fears of being overswept by 
confederation and as a sugar-coated term for toe ominous 
“Jordan is Palestine” solution. — 

The same committees are supposed to find ways and means to 
eliminate feelings of frustration and “second-class” citizenry 
among Palestinians. The teams are supposed as well to address 
the issue of what is called "compulsory Jordanisation” of many 
refugee camp-dwellers who have been in Jordan since 1948 and 
defined as Palestinian by the PLO but as Jordanian by Jordan, 
which sees them on an equal footing with any other citizen from 
any other part of the Kingdom. 

Many questions are raised over the descendants of the refugee 
camp residents. This middle-aged segment of the Jordanian 
population is considered genuine Jordanians by many, bat the 
PLO and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) for Palestine refugees consider them Palestinian. 

The six Jordanian-Palestinian committees have to handle this 
thorny issue and come up with an acceptable formula. 

In conclusion, I believe that the Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship has its roots in history, for centuries, when the Muslims 
entered Jerusalem. The demographic typology gives certain 
indications that both peoples share the same tribal Arab ancestry. 

Four hundred years ago, Jordan and Palestine were one unit 
divided along horizontal administrative lines rather than the 
British-introduced vertical administrative lines. Under the Otto- 
man administrative patterns, Hebron and Karak shared the same 
family ties, as were Salt and Nablus, Irbid and Nazareth. 
Huweitats and Oreihats, Masayeds and Tayahas and many other 
tribal and bedouin affiliations. 

Despite the law and order disturbances of the 1970, toe 
cohesive values that bind toe two peoples are too strong to be 
marginalised by toe tactical gains some politicians want to 
achieve. Moreover, the strategic interests of both peoples require 
the optimum of Unitarian cohesiveness to confront the threatening 
challenges both peoples face. Some of these challenges are threats 
to identity, obliteration and the extinction of national culture. 

I believe that goodwill is more important than any formula for a 
united Arab kingdom or a united Arab state or a Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederation or a “Palordan.” 

The two peoples are more like Siamese twins. They have never 
been separated. Even during toe 1922-1952 era. their ties 
remained intact; both shared aspirations, struggles, joys and 
miseries. 

To separate them now will spell an end to both: culturally, 
nationally and economically, but foremost of all, politically. 


Israel is not 
counting cost of 
displacing tens 

of thousands 


By G.H. Jansen 


THANKS to Israel’s factual 
accounting (or was it a boast?) 
on Thursday morning that m 
the preceding four days of its 
assault on Lebanon it had fired 
25,000 shells into that country, 
plus 1,000 bombs and missiles 
from aircraft, it is possible to 
estimate partly the cost of toe 
offensive: that is of the artillery 
shells. 

Israel is using two types of 
heavy artillery guns: the 155 
millimetre, firing a 96 pound 
shell, that cost $1,300 each, 
and the 210 millimetre gun that 
fires a 200 pound shell, costing 
$2,000 each. Sb the four-days’ 
barrage cost Israel, at least, 
somewhere between $32 mil- 
lion and $50 million. But that 
expense, unfortunately, is not 
likely to concern Israel very 
much because Israel every year 
receives $1.8 billion in ’‘de- 
fence aid,” in addition to 
around $2 billion in non- 
military aid from the U.S. 
while the shells could have 
been produced by Israel's large 
military industry, the guns are 
U. S. -manufactured . 

Also Israel probably calcu- 
lates that even $50 million was 
cheap as the price of driving 
out 400,000 to 500,000 
Lebanese Shi’ites, some of 
whom probably support Hiz- 
bollah. 

It is now confirmed that to 
keep the refugee convoys mov- 
ing north there has been no 
Israeli shooting at private cars, 
buses and ambulances in the 
convoys . 

Convincing proof that the 
Israeli army is not, as claimed, 
only hitting “terrorist bases” is 
the fact that amongst its targets 
are the large, palatial villas 
that stand outside many Shi’ite 
villages in southern Lebanon, 


Israel,- and Hizbollah of 
course, to stop firing and when 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher let it be known 
that he was trying to negotiate 
a ceasefire for that very day. In 
addition to the military reply to 
the U.S. leaders, Israeli Prime 
Minister Rabin declared that 
toe firing would go on. This 
open defiance indicates that 
the Israelis know, correctly, 
that they hold the White 
House and State Department 
in toe hollow of their hand. 


“The Americans 
and the West as a 
whole could pluck 
up enough courage 
to curb Israel if 
they would give 
their action the 
solid basis of U.N . 
Resolution 425 
whose second pa - 
ragraph 6 calls 
upon Israel im- 
mediately to cease, 
its military actions 
against Lebanon 
territorial integrity 
and withdraw 
forthwith its forces 
from all Lebanese 
territory. But the 
Americans and the 
West will not say 
one word about 
425 because it puts 
Israel in the wrong 
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who, having emigrated to 
Latin America or West Africa 
and prospered there, make a 
show of their new wealth 
through these villas. They are 
absolutely the last places in the 
world to be used as “terrorist 
bases” but, nevertheless, are 
being "rendered uninhabit- 
able.” according to the. plans 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

This is just one further proof 
■that the Israeli onslaught is 
imliscriminate. U.N. observers 
(m the spot in Lebanon state 
that for toe first day, "Sunday, 
some attempt was made by 
Israel to shoot at Hizbollah 
targets, but after that South 
Lebanon was a free-fire zone: 
“Almost only civilian targets 
have been hit": houses, roads 
and bridges, schools and cli- 
nics. These same U.N. obser- 
vers testify to the use of “phos- 
phorus shells” to burn crops 
and fields and to kill livestock. 

Not everybody in toe south 
of Lebanon has run away. It is 
estimated that up to 25-30 per 
cent could still be there and it 
is they who could “live to fight 
another day.” It could be that 
Israel intends using toe tanks 
and troops it has brought for- 
ward to get rid of these obstin- 
ate creatures. 

These reinforcements were 
moved up on the very day that 
President BiU Clinton, for the 
first time, publicly asked 


sent crisis and of 
all similar crises in 
Lebanon since 
1978." 


The Americans and the 
West as a whole could pluck 
enough courage to curb Israel 
if they would give their action 
the solid basis of a U.N. re- 
solution, number 425 of March 
19, 1978. whose second para- 
graph “calls upon Israel im- 
mediately to cease its military 
action against Lebanese ter- 
ritorial integrity and withdraw 
forthwith its forces from ail 
Lebanese territory. " But the 
Americans and the West will 
not say one word about 425 
because it puts Israel in the 
wrong ab initio as the instiga- 
tor of toe present crisis and of 
all similar crises in Lebanon 
since 1978. 


Even if 425 is forgotten ajidi 
buried — and the Arab foreif& 
ministers meeting in Damascus 
should ensure that that does 
not happen — the Lebanese 
have the right to ask this quesr 
lion; Where is the prop- 
ortionality between three 
Israeli civilians killed and 120 
Lebanese killed and over 400 
wounded and a sixth of toe 
country’s population made 
homeless?” 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Israeli attacks put peace process in precarious position 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallab 


ISRAEL’S aggression on Leba- 
non is the topic tackled by 
most of the commentaries in 
toe local press which also co- 
vered prospects for the Middle 
East process and domestic 
affairs in Jordan. 

Yitzhak Rabin is defying the 
world community with his new 
aggression on Lebanon and 
open declaration of his inten- 
tion to destroy Lebanese vil- 
lages, said the Al Dustour dai- 
ly. It is rather difficult to find- 
the correct words to describe 
the anger and the indignation 
in toe hearts of the Arab mas- 
ses over the world commun- 
ity’s failure to come to the aid 
Of the helpless civil ains, and it 
is hard to imagine how peace 
can ever be established in the 
Arab World, said the daily. 

Taher Al Udwan com- 


mented on toe planned Friday 
meeting in Damascus of Arab 
foreign ministers as useless and 
not helping the civilians to 
return to their destroyed vil- 
lages nor stimulating the peace 
process. 

The columnist, who writes 
for Al Dustour, recalled that 
following Israel’s 1982 invasion 
of Lebanon, toe Arabs failed 
to do anything meaningful for 
Lebanon and indeed they 
paved the ground for the 
Palestinian resistance forces to 
free Lebanese territory. 

The Israelis are conducting a 
war of expansion, aiming (o 
annex more Arab territories, 
said Mahmoud Al Rimawi, a 
columnist, in Al Ra’i daily. By 
forcing toe villagers to leave 
their homes, which are being 
Systematically demolished, the 


Israelis are following the exam- 
ple of the Serbs in Bosnia, 
where the civilian population is 
continually being evicted from 
their homes, said the writer. 

In the absence of Arab soli- 
darity and closed Arab ranks, 
the Israeli wolf is being turned 
into a giant, wreaking havoc in 
Arab land, killing Arabs and 
demolishing their homes at 
will, said Mohammad Subeihi 
in Al Dustour. 

The writer said that the 
weak and frightened Arab reg- 
imes should realise that by 
refraining from taking collec- 
tive action against the Israeli 
enemy, they will encourage the 
new “giant” to swallow up the 
entire Arab land, 

Israel is being encouraged by 
the United States and the. im- 
potence of toe Security Coun- 


cil in its brutal aggression on 
Lebanon, charged Mohammad 
Kawash In Al Dustour. The 
writer said that Israel is dearly 
aiming at burning and des- 
troying every place where re- 
sistance could Ibe launching 
attacks on the occupation 
forces. In so doing, he said, the 
Israelis are destroying whole 
villages and pushing troops 
closer to the main cities. 

Lebanon, the victim of the 
Uuest Israeli aggression, has 
been prevented from lodging a 
complaint with the U.N. 
Security Council, said Mazen 
Hamad in Al Dustour. He said 
Washington had prevented 
Lebanon from even complain- 
ing to the world community 
agajnst the aggression which 
the United States has encour- 
aged and backed. 
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By David Tburber 

The Associated Press 

YOKOSUKA, Japan — Forget 
keyboards and "mice”. Someday, 
computers and other machines 
may be controlled directly by 
human thoughts. 

While other researchers strug- 
gle to develop computers that 
can understand human speech, 
scientists here arc trying to go a 
step further — computers that 
can read your mind. 

"Computers today are very dif- 
ficult to use.” says Nurio Fujima- 
ki, a researcher for Fujitsu Corp. 
“First you have to be able to 
type. It would be very nice if you 
could just think about something, 
and have the computer automati- 
cally do it.” 

No amount of deep thinking by 
the scientists makes this an immi- 
nent achievement, however. 

Researcher Akira Hiraiwa says 
the goal will probably take years 
because of the difficulty of de- 
ciphering the brain's weak and 
complex waves. He works at a 
laboratory here of the telecom- 
munications giant Nippon Tele- 
graph and Telephone Corp. 

Mr. Hiraiwa and Mr. Fujimaki 
are studying electrical signals 
associated with thoughts and 
body motions. They Hope to de- 
velop ways of using those signals 
to control machines — computers 
or otherwise. 

Mr. Hiraiwa has created a 
computer-assisted robot hand 
that can mimic motions of a 
human hand by analysing the tiny 
nerve pulses sent by the brain to 
the finger muscles. 

The signals are picked up by 
coin-sized sensors attached to 
the inside of a watchband and 
then sent to the computer, which 
divides them into the messages 
intended for each finger and in- 
structs the robotic fingers accor- 
dingly. 

“It's difficult because the sig- 
nals are so weak and are hard to 
detect and differentiate ,** Mr. 
Hiraiwa says. 

In a recent demonstration, Mr. 
Hiraiwa grasped a ball in his 
fingers — the watchband strap- 
ped to his wrist — and the robotic 
hand clenched another ball, 
copying each finger's motion. 

It initially took a supercompu- 
ter three hours to leam a person's 
nerve signal patterns, Mr. 
Hiraiwa says. Now, a much smal- 
ler computer with special proces- 


Watch that thought — your 
computer may be listening 


sors needs only a few minutes. 

Mr. Hiraiwa hopes within a few 
years to develop marketable 
brain-controlled artificial limbs 
that would be much easier to use 
than the cumbersome ones now 
availably 

The NTT researchers have de- 
cided to focus on deciphering 
nerve pulses sent from the brain 
to muscles, since they are much 
Stronger than the minute signals 
inside the brain associated with 
thinking. 

Researchers at Fujitsu, a com- 
puter and semiconductor maker, 
have taken a different approach. 
They are analysing currents the 
brain generates as people prepare 
to speak. The currents. Though 
feeble, are stronger than those 


linked directly to thoughts. 

Using an array of 12 sensors 
attached to subjects' heads, Mr. 
Fujimaki is measuring differences 
in electrical patterns inside the 
brain when the subjects menially 
prepare to “say” different sou nek 
without actually moving their 
mouths. 

Using computers to analyse 
those patterns, Mr. Fujimaki suys 
he has found "significant” differ- 
ences between the "mentally 
spoken” sounds “ah” and "ii." 

Fujitsu officials say they hope 
eventually to be able to diffe- 
rentiate the electrical patterns for 
every different word, which could 
make direct thought input from 
the brain into computers possi- 
ble. 


Thai goal is still a long way off. 

It’s still unclear, for example, 
whether electrical patterns gener- 
ated by "mentally spoken” words 
are related to their sounds, or are 
some kind of symbolic repre- 
sentation of the concepts behind 
ihe words that would be common 
for all people regardless of their 
language. 

Being able to differentiate so 
many words would also require 
incredibly sensitive sensors and 
massive computer power. 

‘Til consider the project suc- 
cessful if within three years we 
can differentiate the brain signals 
for ‘yes’ and 'no,'” Mr. Fujimaki 
says. 

That would at least allow you 
to turn your computer on and off. 



Maps roll back apartheid frontiers 


By Rich Mkhondo 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Political 
mapmakers are charting rhe 
boundaries of the new South 
Africa, rolling back apartheid’s 
frontiers and 350 years of white 
domination at the moke of a pen. 

The 15-member Delimitation 
Commission is, however, walking 
a tightrope in trying to accommo- 
date the aspirations of democrats, 
federalists, nationalists, separat- 
ists and those whose political hue 
defies a label. 

More than 100 suggestions 
have been received by the com- 
mission to replace the existing 
four provinces and apartheid 
homelands with a formula accept- 
able to all. 

Mini-state names including 
Afrikaaer/Boereland, Liberal 
Cape Afrikaners, Tswanaland, 
Stale of Capricorn and Egoli are 
being bandied about the corridors' 
of power. 

Once it has drawn up its recom- 
mendations on how many regions 
there should be, where bound- 
aries should fall and what the 
balance of power should be be- 
tween central and federal govern- 
ments, the commission will pre- 
sent its ideas to multi-party nego- 
tiators charting the transition to 
democracy. 

Political analysts say the com- 
mission has to cake into account 
factors including each region’s 


“economic -viability, functional- 
ity, traditional and historical 
boundaries, demographic charac- 
teristics, resources, development 
potential, infrastructure, culture 
and language.” 

The recommendations will be 
closely watched and fiercely de- 
bated by opposing blocs within 
democracy talks, proponents of a 
future federal state with powerful 
regional governments and those 
who prefer toothless federalist 
regions and powerful central gov- 
ernment. 

The white-ruled government 
and Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC) recent- 
ly produced similar maps of their 
visions of the future, a coinci- 
dence chat was not lost on those 
who accuse the two of collusion. 

The government unveiled two 
options, the preferred version 
consisting of nine regions and the 
other of seven. The ANC prop- 
osed an eight-region dispensa- 
tion. 

Both the ANC and the govern- 
ment agree on regions for pans of 
the Eastern Cape, Natal, Eastern 
Transvaal and Northern Trans- 
vaal and the Pretoria- 
Wirwatersrand-Vcreemging in- 
dustrial heartland (PWV) while 
there were differences on the 
Western Cape, the Orange Free 
State and Northern Cape. 

But negotiators stud of critical 
importance was agreement be- 
tween the government and the 


ANC that Natal province should 
be one of the regions, partly 
meeting Zulu leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi's demand for an auton- 
omous Natal. 

"The fact that the government 
and ANC maps are largely simi- 
lar, give or tdke a boundary or 
two is good news for the negotia- 
tion process,” said one nego- 
tiator. 

“It means that the two most 
powerful political blocs should 
not end up spending too much 
time squabbling about regional 
boundaries,” he said. 

He was supported by Land and 
Regional Affairs Minister Andre 
Fourie who said there was room 
for consensus between the gov- 
ernment and the ANC. 

Most groups and parties envis- 
aged . maximum devolution of 

E jwer and functions, entrenched 
gislative powers for regions, 
simultaneous elections for re- 
gions and parliament and region- 
al representation in the upcoming 
transitional parliament. 

However, the commission 
faces a tough battle .in trying to 
accommodate conflicting propos- 
als from those groups unwilling to 
submit to the mainstream view. 

A common feature for right- 
wing pro-apartheid groups is the 
demand for self-determination in 
an autonomous Afrikaner home- 
land. . 

But the right is divided, with 
the extreme right-wing wanting a 


white mini-state and moderates in 
favour of autonomy within the 
new South Africa. 

The analysts say given the lack 
of support for the idea of an 
independent Afrikaner state 
within the 26-member groups and 
parties negotiating the country's 
transition to democracy an inde- 
pendent state is out of the ques- 
tion. 

They say the commission 
would be guided by the reality 
that whites are a minority, and 
Afrikaners were a minority with- 
in a minority in most regions. 

However proponents of an 
Afrikaner homeland led by the 
newly-formed Afrikaner People’s 
Front (AVF) warned they would 
not surrender their quest for an 
area where they would exercise 
self-determination. 

To complicate matters the 
Volksfront has proposed repub- 
lics which would include the old 
“Boer republics" of Transvaal, 
Orange Free State and Northern 
Natal Provinces. 

AVF leader ex-General Con- 
stand Viljoen has warned nego- 
tiators to take their proposals 
seriously, 

“Should we be ignored, the 
government and the ANC will 
have to take responsibility for 
what happens. We are facing a 
critical period as far as the Afri- 
kaner and his fight for self- 
determination is concerned,”! he 
said. 


Will human intelligence ever create computer thqt could read thoughts? A sdjfy question 
whose answer Is for now reassuring: "Not soon 


Canada under attack in blood scandal 


By Deborah Charles 

Reuter 

MONTREAL — The Canadian 
government has come under close 
scrutiny for its role in a tainted 
blood scandal that a decade ago 
left nearly 1.000 people infected 
with the AIDS virus. 

One of the gravest complaints 
is that the government knew that 
blood contaminated with the 

■ virus was infecting haemophiliacs 
and transfusion recipients, but it 
waited nearly a year to revamp 
the system and supply only 

■ AIDS-free, heat-treated blood 


Government officials have de- 
nied media reports that the state 
may not have acted as fast 
enough as it could to provide a 
safe blood supply free of the 
human immune deficiency virus 
(HIV), which causes AIDS. 

Government and Red Cross 
officials said they acted as fast as 
they could within the system to 
dispose of all blood supplies that 
could have been tainted and re- 
place them with heat-treated 
ones. 

“In 20/20 hindsight it’s easy to 
say we did not do what we should 
have,” said Greg Smith of Health 
and Welfare Canada. "At the 


products. 

St 1 Israeli attacks defy the world 


time, everyone in the world 
wanted (heat-treated) products... 
and there was only a certain 
amount of capacity." 

According to letters and 
memos — some of which were 
released under the access of in- 
formation act — glitches in the 
system appeared to have caused 
delays that haemophiliac groups 
say cost hundreds of lives. 

At least 1 ,000 people are 
known to have contracted HIV 
from contaminated blood and 
blood products and nearly one 
third of them have already died, 
according to figures provided by 
Canada's Health Ministry. 


The human immunodeficiency 
virus was first identified in mid- 
1984, and by September 1984 
researchers knew heat-treatment 
could inactivate the HIV virus. 

Chronologies written by the 
Red Cross and Health and Wel- 
fare Canada show that although 
they knew AIDS could be spread 
by blood and blood products in 
the early 1980s, they were unable 
to revamp the blood system until 
July 1985. 
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ited Nations is paralysed. 

The writer said that no 
words of condemnation on the 
part of the Arab regimes, nor 
any meetings, can be of help to 
the Lebanese and Palestinian 
people at this moment. Only 
collective action on the part of 
a united Arab front can ensure 
the restoration of Arab rights 
and put an end to Israel's 
aggression, said the writer. 

Atef Joulani, a guest col- 
umnist in A1 Dustour, said that 
the Israelis and the Americans 
are launching aggression on 
the Arab Nation and asking 
the Arabs not to protest lest 
they upset the so-called Middle 
East peace process. 

The writer said that as long 
as the Arabs are involved in 
this peace process the door will 
remain open for more Israeli 
aggressions on the Arab Na- 
tion. Indeed, he said, the pre- 
sent moment is the most 
opportune for Israel to achieve 
tal’ ^ , - its objectives in Lebanon and 
w ’ other parts of the Arab World. 
Should Warren Christ- 
opher’s plans go ahead, the 
U-S. secretary of state will be 
coming in the Middle East for 
talks with leaders here to urge 
them to resume the stalled 
peace negotiations, said 
Mohammad Kawash in Ai 
Dustour. 

The writer said that the U.S. 
secretary would surely be 
trying to find new ways to 
breach the unity of Arab par- 
ties’ stand vis-a-vis the peace 
process and the resumption of 
the talks with Israel, 
i The writer said that Mt. 

ciid^'T Christopher, who was recently 
quoted assaying that the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
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Strip are not occupied, but 
rather disputed territory, can 
be of no help to the cause of 
peace. 

Tareq Masarweh, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i daily, said 
that the American secretary of 
state is coming to the region to 
urge the Arab parties to re- 
main committed to the peace 
process. All the Americans 
want is to see the Arabs and 
the Israelis talking, but there is 
no need for them to reach any 
agreement and in the final 
stages of the failed negotia- 
tions Washington is bound to 
wash its hands of the U.N. 
resolutions, charged the wri- 
ter. 

The peace process is 22 
months old now, but no tangi- 
ble results have emerged, said 
Dr. Fahd Fanek, a columnist in 
Al Ra’i daily. Most observers 
expect the Arab- Israeli nego- 
tiations to fail and collapse and 
they have doubts about any 
political solution to the prob- 
lems of the region. 

No matter how hard 
Washington and Israel will try 
to ignore Arab rights in Pales- 
tine in general and in Jeru- 
salem in particular, there can 
be no solution without a settle- 
ment of the issue of the Holy 
City and the restoration of 
Arab rights there, said Saleh 
Al Qallab, a columnist in Al 
Dustour. 

Commenting on Mr. Christ- 
opher’s planned visit, the wri- 
ter said, that unless the Amer- 
icans and the Israelis respond 
favourably to the legitimate 
demands of the Palestinians, 
there can be no final settle- 
ment to the problem and the 
Palestinians would not give up 
the struggle. 

The failure of more than 
35,000 secondary school stu- 
dents in the Tawjihi examina- 
tion this year is bound to re- 


lease more unemployed young 
men and women in Jordan, 
further aggravating the unem- 
ployment problem, said 
Mohammad Kawash. The Al 
Dustour columnist said that he 
did not blame only the Minis- 
try of Education for its 
teaching system that brought 
about the failure of this big 
number, but also the system of 
accepting students in Jorda- 
nian universities, which keeps 
the door dosed before many 
students. 

Mohammad Dabbas, a col- 
umnist in Sawt Al Shaab. said 
that the parents of the success- 
ful tawjihi students are now 
facing a dilemma as they try 
desperately to see their chil- 
dren enrolled at one of Jor- 
dan’s universities. It is true 
that the number of seats are 
limited, but if is also true that 
under the Constitution, justice 
and equal opportunities should 
be offered to all people, said 
the writer. 

In this case, and in order to 
be fair to the students, those 
wishing to enrole should have 
equal opportunities, there 
must not be any exceptions to 
the rule and there must not be 
lists of students with priority 
over others in terms of accept- 
ance, demanded the writer. 

Saleh Al Qallab, a columnist 
in Al Dustour, accused some 
people wishing to run in the 
parliamentary elections of 
buying the votes of the electo- 
rate and promising them 
favours, material or otherwise. 
The writer said that these ele- 
ments are holding behind-the- 
scene transactions and em- 
ploying agents to do ihe job for 
them. The writer urged the 
concerned authorities to in- 
vestigate into these actions and 
ensure that the coming elec- 
tions will be held fairly and 
freely. 


NOTICE 

JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
PREQUALIFICATION OF CIVIL WORKS CONTRACTORS 
AQABA THERMAL POWER STATION 
STAGE H 
TENDER NO. 59/93 

Jordan electricity Authority (JEA) intends to issue tender 
forms for prequalifications of civil works contractors for the 
extension of Aqaba Thermal Power Station-Stage II. 
The Stage II expansion project consists of 2x130 MW fuel 
oil fired steam generating units cooled by sea water. 
The civil works contract involves large sophisticated civil 
works such as foundation works for the steam turbines, 
generators, boilers, and for all other mechanical and 
electrical auxiliary equipment as well as supply and 
installation of yard piping, all concrete and structural 
works, excavations, roads, drainage systems, etc. It is 
expected that local and international contractors with 
experience in this type of work would participate in this 
tender. Due to the special type of works covered by the 
civil works tender and the need of specialised experience, 
it is expected that some. type of joint-venture between 
local contractors and international contractors shall be 
introduced. 

The construction work is expected to commence on site in 
May 1994 and the project is expected to be financed by 
Arab and international development funds In addition to 
the self-financing by JEA. 

Contractors with experience in above described work 
shall apply for prequalification in accordance with the 
forms issued by JEA. 

Forms of prequalifications will be available from : 

JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT 
JABAL AMMAN-SEVENTH CIRCLE 
TEL 815615 
P.O. Box 2310 
AMMAN-JORDAN 

■Starting from Saturday 31/7/93 for a non-refundable fee of 
JD150 for each set (2 copies each) payable to JEA. 
The last day for accepting the filled-in prequalification 
forms will be Wednesday 1/9/1993 before 12:00 noon at 
the Tendering Committee Secretary, JEA Offices- Amman. 


THE MODERN M0NTESS0RI SCHOOL (MMS) 

P.O.Box 2444, Shmeisani, Amman, Jordan 
Telephone: 660504, Fax: 684905 

We are pleased to announce that registration for Grades 1 ,2 and 3 is open for the 
scholastic year 1993/1994 at our current location in Shmeisani until completion of 
construction of the new school building, at which time registration for Grades 4 
to 6 wilt start for the scholastic year 1994/1995. The school will upgrade the 
classes yearly allowing the students to reach high school without any delays. 
Registration hours: From 8-1:30 and from 4-6. 

Last date for accepting applications: August 18, 1993 
The construction of the new school building is currently ongoing on an 18, 000m 2 
land opposite the King Hussein Medical City. The school has been designed to 
meet international school requirements and will be equipped in accordance with 
the Montessori system, with modem equipped laboratories, library, cafeteria, 
galleiy, indoor swimming pool, gymnasium, indoor and outdoor playgrounds. 
Our philosophy, goals, and objectives: 

Our philosophy and objectives are to provide a stimulating, prepared environ- 
ment for the student in order to foster respect for learning, joy in achievement 
and growth of the individual through independence, discovery, success and inner 
discipline. 

Our programme is mostly individualised and will always keep the" students as the 
foremost priority. 

The school is organised to encourage a high level of cooperative planning, 
teaching and evaluating designed to produce success in advancing the learning 
process. 

All our Montessori classrooms are totally equipped with specially designed and 
sequenced materials which Dr. Montessori devised. These materials, together 
with highly trained and Montessori certified management and teachers, provide a 
classroom where the child is stimulated and challenged, but never pressured. 
Our main objective is to achieve the following goals for each student: 

1) Develop a positive attitude towards him/herself, school and life. 

2) Become a self-confident, independent learner. 

3) Develop habits of concentration for his/her work. 

4) Foster curiosity in the student. 

5) Develop initiative and persistence. 

6) Achieve inner security and sense of order. 

7) Help each student develop his sensory motor skills. 

8) Sharpen his/her ability to discriminate and judge. 

9) Assist social development. 

10) Develop creative intelligence and imagination. 

In conclusion, we are dedicated to helping each student develop within himself 
the fundamental skills, habits, attitudes, appreciations and ideas which are 
essential for a lifetime of creative learning. 

“Never let a child risk failure until he has a reasonable chance of success, ” Dr . 
Maria Montessori. 
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fits for survival 
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PARIS (R) — The European 
Community's (EC's) exchange 
rate grid tottered on the edge of 
collapse Friday as central banks 
fought furiously to fend off a 
huge speculative attack on the 
system's weaker currencies. 

Traders said the central banks 
faced overwhelming odds and 
predicted the demise of the semi- 
fixed exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM), one of the European 
Community's enduring achieve- 
ments. 

But top officials from Paris and 
Bonn, which form the EC's main 
political axis, refused to. give in. 

Conservative Prime Minister 
Edouard Bahadur, who has said 
he would resign rather than de- 
value, said the ERM was still 
alive and kicking. 

■ “There are rules and these 
rules are working well. They are 
made for situations like this very 
doe,” he told reporters. 

A senior monetary official in 
Bonn added: “Up to now the 
intervention of the central banks 
has been sufficient to convince 
the markets that we will remain 
firm. We are optimistic, but the 
storm is not over." 

The view on the currency mar- 
kets, where an estimated SI tril- 
lion a day changes hand, was very 
different. 

Few if any traders believed an 
overhaul of the ERM, meant to 
be the springboard to full-blown 
economic and monetary union 


with a single European currency, 
could now be staved off. 

Influential U.S. investor 
George Soros, who made SI bil- 
lion betting correctly last Septem- 
ber that the British pound would 
have to quit the ERM, said it was 
now futile to shield the grid. 

Mr. Soros, who had pledged 
Monday not to speculate against 
the franc because he did not want 
to be accused of destroying the 
ERM, said he now felt free to 
resume trading in the franc. 

Traders speculated that the 
Bank of France had almost ex- 
hausted its currency reserves and 
that only massive buying by the 
Bundesbank. Germany's central 
bank, was preventing the franc 
from falling below its ERM floor 
of 3,4305 francs per mark. 

The two banks opted to make 
their last stand for the franc at 
3.4305 after suddenly abandoning 
attempts — at untold cost — to 
support the French currency at 
3.4180 francs per mark. 

Although the system was still 
intact at the end of Friday after- 
noon. rumours were rife that 
France, along with Denmark, 
Belgium, Portugal and Spain, 
would have to devalue perhaps as 
early as this weekend. The mark 
would be revalued upwards. 

Belgium's budget minister said 
no meeting of the EC monetary 
committee had been set. but one 
Paris diplomat said an orderly 
realignment might now be the 


only solution. 

Alternatively, the ERM, set up 
in 1979 to provide the exchange 
rate stability the EC's common 
market needed to thrive, might 
be suspended and currencies 
allowed to float. 

Mr. Balladur, who discussed 
the crisis this morning with 
Socialist President Francois Mit- 
terrand, was asked if the rules of 
the ERM could go on being 
applied for long. “That depends 
on the goodwill of each and 
everyone,” he replied. 

In France, there was no doubt 
who was to blame for the latest 
crisis, the third onslaught on the 
franc within a year. 

Economists said the Bundes- 
bank, by refusing to make any- 
thing other than a token cut in 
interest rates on Thursday, had 
wilfully ignored the desperate 
need of its neighbours for lower 
interest rates to flight recession 
and rising joblessness. 

Financial markets made the 
simple calculation that France 
and others would rather sacrifice 
their currencies than keep the 
cost of money at politically in- 
tolerable levels. 


PRAGUE (AP) — As Czech 
industry rushes toward privatisa- 
tion, even the brewery that made 
Budweiser famous has to change. 

Whether new Czech capitalists 
or the American brewers of “The 
Bud" have die most say in the 
transformation of the Budvar 
brewery remains to be seen, as 
the trademark of the Czechs' rich 
beer tradition moves ahead on 
two fronts. 

The government is preparing to 
auction off a minority stake in the 
brewery, and let ordinary Czechs 
become shareholdets through its 
voucher scheme to privatise 
Czech industry. 

At the same time, Budvar man- 
agers are negotiating a possible 
merger with Anheuser-Busch, 
the producer of the Czech beer’s 
American namesake — Budweis- 


Gold traded above $400 an 
ounce on Friday for the first time 
since the Gulf war in January 
1991 after U.S. investment fund 
buying propelled it tl.rough the 
crucial barrier overnight, dealers 
said. 


Privatisation Minister Jiri Ska- 
licky has said that a government 
stake in Budvar not exceeding 34 
per cent would be sold at auction 
to the highest bidder. 

The sale of only a minority 
stake reflects the fear of 
tradition-bound beer drinkers 
that the prized Budvar brewery 
could be sold out to foreigners. 

Budvar, located in the south- 
ern Bohemian town of Ceske 
Budejovice — known as Budweis 
in German — has brewed its 
namesake beer since the 19th 
century. 

Adolphus Busch, a native of 
southern. German state of Bavar- 
is*, acnnirpd the rights to sell beer 


Study says information science in Jordan 
lacks seriousness and qualified manpower 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Tim?? 


The absence of a national in- 
formation policy reflects the dis- 
cord. disharmony and even non- 


AMMAN — The proper usage of 
information in Jordan lacks the 
seriousness it should carry and. as 
such, the utmost utilisation of this 
vital resource remains ueak. 
Yousef Nusseir told a recent eco- 
nomic symposium in Amman. 

Dr. Nusseir. acting ditCctor- 
general of the National Informa- 
tion Centre (NIC), also said that 
there was still a lack of qualified 
manpower in the area of "in- 
formation network management 
at the national level" in addition 
to a lack of specialists in ensuring 
safe and secure transmittal of 
information. 

The NIC chief pointed out that 
before setting up the centre in 
1992. as one of the specialised 
scientific and technological re- 
search centres affiliated to the 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology, there was no coor- 
dination among the information 
centres in the country as the 
sector had been developing on 
individual efforts and was being 
shaped according to personal and 
independent evaluations. 


cooperation among various in- 
formation centres, in addition to 


information field. 

Other elements mentioned to 
be hampering the progress of 
information science in Jordan 


unspecified roles within the over- 
all national set-up in this sector." 

According to Dr. Nusseir. Jor- 
dan has a good infrastructure for 
the information technology sector 
and many information' "centres 
and leading libraries do not lack 
the equipment and machinery to 
implement an automatic informa- 
tion system. 

However, he said, the automa- 
tion in the information field was 
very limited, and there were still 
obstacles in providing suitable 
programmes to the operations, in 
addition to the cost and effort 
needed to feed in . revise, edit 
and correct the information. 

Dr. Nusseir stressed that train- 
ing in the information sector was 
adequately available at various 
educational levels and was a re- 
flection of qualified labour capa- 
bilities in the Kingdom but. he 
pointed out, the distribution of 
qualified personnel should be ex- 
amined as the public sector some- 
what lacks the right cadre in the 


were: 

— Insufficient financial capabi- 
lities to develop and upgrade 
information sources. 

— Ineffectiveness of register- 
ing and controlling the bibliog- 
raphical process to publish and 
distribute local intellectual mate- 
rial, especially scientific thought. 

— Difficulty in. implementing 
the issue of writing and pub- 
lishing rights. 

— Absence of nationally- 
adopted bases for classification, 
indexing and coding. 

— Absence of national data- 
transmission network. 

Dr. Nusseir highlighted the 
current role of information in the 
world today by pointing out that 
50 per cent of the labour force in 
industrial nations works in the 
information and information- 
related sectors which carry a 50- 
60 pier cent share in the gross 
national product of these coun- 
tries. r 

He estimated the size of the 
global information sector to be in 


Dr. Nusseir elaborated Jthat the 
information industry has three 
main divisions: the institutions 
which deal with information 
through production, publication 
and utilisation: the information 
market where the exchange takes 
place between the producer and 
the er; the group of companies 
ant nstitutions which invested in 
equipping and structuring the in- 
formation to suffice the needs of 
the society. 


Dr. Nusseir said information 
affects the national economy in 
two ways: producing and pub- 
lishing information (in itself an 
economic function) and increas- 
ing productivity, improving quali- 
ty and upgrading the level of 
performance through im- 
plementing better knowledge. 
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under the Budweiser name in 
North America in the early 20th 
century. The beer’s success soon 
made his company, Anheuser- 
Busch, the world's largest beer 
producer. 

Budvar by comparison is small, 
and Czechs fear its home-brewed 
quality, known tbroughout the 
world, could be lost to mass 
production. Budvar employs 348 
people with annual production of 
65 million liters (136-5 million 
pints). 

Under privatisation roles, a 
portion of shares in the state- 


owned brewery would be distri- 
buted among Czech citizens. Af- 


ter the minority stake is au- 
ctioned, it is not known if the 
government plans to retain any 
stock in the brewery. 


Budvar managers, meanwhile, 
are talking to Anheuser-Busch 
and other foreign brewers about a 
possible merger. 

“We talked to Busch and also a 
number of other major beer pro- 
■ducers," Budvar Director Jiri 
Bocek said in a telephone inter- 
view. “It is too early to say 
anything, but the fate of the 
brewery is being decided now.” 

The hardest part of the bar- 
gaining process is likely to be the 
estimate of trademark costs. 

A merger would open vast new 
territories for the American 
giant. It could also mean that 
other Czech breweries would 
have to seek foreign capital to 
help fight increasing competition. 


Australia 


cuts credit 


the hundreds of billions of dol- 
lars, noting that the information 
sector includes the information 
content on one hand and the 
technology information on the 
other. 

He defined technology in- 
formation as being the medium in 
usage to obtain, keep or transmit 
information. 


rates 


SYDNEY (R) — The Reserve. 
Bank of Australia cut official 
interest rates Friday to help re- 
vive Australia's flagging econo- 
mic recoveiy and bolster business 
confidence. 

The central Reserve Bank 
trimmed its official cash rate to 
4.75 per cent from 1 5.25 per cent, 
the 15th,sud£&t since January 
l^T-and-^: he^se&ml nsi rice- Pau 1 
Keating won election. 

“This action, which follows de- 
liberations of the board (of tbe 
Reserve Bank) and consultations 
with the treasurer, is in response 
to continuing slow growth and 
low inflation,” said Reserve Bank 
Governor Bernie Fraser. 

Mr. Fraser said most indicators 
of tbe economy suggested the 
country’s economic recovery was 
growing at a modest rate. 
Annualised output expanded by 
2.5 per cent in the March quarter 
while unemployment was firmly 
lodged above 11 per cent. 

“Consumer spending has been 
restrained and business invest- 
ment is not yet providing the 
impetus necessary to sustain a 
solid recovery,” Mr. Fraser said. 


whole range of food aijdbonsimi- 
er goods wHtoh are currently very 


i er goods wfikdi are cftrrentlyvery j 
scarce and not available tmovigh 
the state rationing system, which 
sells In Cuban pesos. 

Among those who have access 
to hard currency are Cabans sent 
funds by family members abroad, 
those who work in tourism and 
can receive tips and sports and 
cultural personalities and Cuban 
professionals who work abroad. 

Legalising the use of dollars in 
Cuba would hasten the end of the 
U.S. embargo against Cuba and 
create a two-tiered society of 
those with and without access to 
dollars, economists have said. 

Economist Arturo Villar said 
legalising the use of dollars would 
expand the Cuban market and 
encourage U.S. companies to 
turn up the pressure on Washing- 
ton to drop the embargo. 
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Stanley doesn’t listen. I told him I 
wanted a nose job and he said we 
could use the extra income." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary woods. 


TUSEG 


Gosh, boss - you’re so shrewd. 
gy so brihanl. BO wffly... 

car-ill IT 


VELED 


VENAHE 


FOUNSI 


& i 

HOW TO SET A 
VAIN MAN EATING 
OUT OF YOUR HANP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hers; 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: RHYME AUDIT BUSHEL EMPLOY 


Answer Often leads to a tough swak— A bum steer 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


-Qatar to set up central bank 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba’s com- 
munist government told its 
citizens Thursday that a move to 
legalise the use of hard currency 
would be introduced only gra- 
dually because new special shops 
needed to be set up to cope with 
the increased demand. 

“It is necessary to make clear 
that the measures announced on 
July 26... can only be applied 
gradually.” the government said 
in a brief official statement pub- 
lished on the front page of the 
Communist Party newspaper 
Granina. 

President Fidel Castro said 
Monday night the government 
would remove a ban on Cubans 
owning convertible currency like 
U.S. dollars as part of a series of 
measures aimed at boosting the 
state’s hard currency earnings at a 
time of economic crisis. 

The Granma statement was in- 
tended to head off a stampede by 
Cubans to try to spend the dollars 
they already had in a few existing 
hard currency stores reserved for 
tourists, diplomats or other fore- 
igners on the communist-ruled 
Caribbean island. 

Foreign diplomats said the au- 
thorities clearly wanted to care- 
fully control the new opening and 
avoid a dollar-spending free-for- 
all that could result in public 
order problems. 

Many Cubans who had tried to 
enter some tourist and diplomatic 
dollar shops in Havana this week 
were disappointed to be told that 
these were still for foreigners 
only. 

“Tbe cominers has not been 
property prepared yet for it to 
come into effect immediately,” 
the official statement said. 

It added special shops needed 
to be set up where Cubans would 
be able to spend hard currency. 

Granma said the government 
would need to draw up and pass a 
number of decrees and laws re- 
moving the previous ban on hard 
currency ownership and regulat- 
ing its future use. 

“These are being prepared so 
that everything can be done in an 
orderly and legal fashion,” the 
statement said. 

Cubans had been eagerly it r 
would „ give them access to. a . 


niJBAI (R) — The Gulf state of Qatar has said it would set up a 

bank was taken at the weekly meeting of^wbnWtinL^ 
agency gave no reasons for the move. The QMA was set up in 
1973 when Qatar issued its own currency, the nyai. 


Oman to expand cement plant 


MUSCAT (AP) — Oman Cement Company, the sultanate’s 
cement plant, is to undergo a major e^Msmnata cost of 
42 million riyals ($109 million), a market official has said It b to 
be financed in parr by a public issue of shares >n S«P te ™°? r t0 
raise 30 millionriyaLs^V^million), said Mdmood Bm Moham- 
mad A1 Jarwani, director-general of Muscat Securities Market. 
The company, now fully owned by the government, hopesto 
, . . .1 i thmnah <nft loans, he said. - The 


l tie company, now tuny vwiw , . 

obtain the rest of the money through^ soft loans, he Mid. The 
, expansion will riase capacity to 3,000 tonnes a day from the 


current 2,000. 


China beefing up its meat industry 


PEKING (R) — China’s newly-wealthy consumers are changing 

their diets, forcing the country to beef up 
j China Daily Business Weekly has said. In poorer t.m«, Chinese 
ate mostly vegetables, rice and noodles, with meat reserved for 
special oiasions and memorable fe^ts. Now, foxier mroma 
have made many meat mad. Meat production is exacted to hit37 
million tonnes in 1995 and 42 million tonnes in 2000, up born 
about 28.5 million tonnes in 1990, the newspaper said. The 
ministry of agriculture is pumping "tore than S^bilhonm 
investment into the meat industry between 1991 and2000 to meet 
the new demand for meat. Even the kind of meat Chinese qat is 
changing Where once Chinese turned to pork when they wanted 
meat? the new plans call for a cut in pork production and increases 
In beef, mutton and poultry. 


Tanzania to set up stock market 


DAR ES SALAAM (R) — Tanzania plans to introduce a stock 
exchange to help speed up enforcement of the government s 
privitisation plans. Finance Minister Kighoma Malima has said. 
“The Tanzanian government is in the final stages of opening a 
stock exchange — to speed privatisation,” Mr. Malima told 
Reuters. “The privatisation of state enterprises cannot meaning- 
fully succeed without a stock exchange and money market for 
mobilising equity,” he said. Mr. Malima did not. say when toe 
exchange would be opened but a senior official at his ministry said 
it would be within “months.” Mr. Malima, a former university 
economics professor, said the government had already pushed 
legislation through parliament allowing individual Tanzanians to 
buy shares in state firms. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JULY 31, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Take 
some time today to study the finest 
philosophies ever expounded by 
men of insight and faith so that you 
can draw great minds to you and 
live a fuller, richer life in the 
future. 


person gets in way and you have to 
diffuse your efforts. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Money matters and solving 


them seems easy early but you 
soon find there are other consid- 


own clan .early before, you decide 
some different arrangements you 
wish to make, tonight use care in 
public matters. 


• TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You see ways early- to. put in 
'motion some revision in outside 
routines but make sure they are 
well thoughtout or they could lead 
to problems. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You 
see ways to increase your income 
but don't act too hastily for you are 
likely to commit yourself to more 
than is wise for you to do. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can think of a friend 
who can be helpful in helping you 
gain a desire but don't present that 
person or you can raise some 
opposition. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 


soon find there are other consid- 
erations mygfcretfs that require 
astuteness; : oc^gfbw’ part. 
SCQ RFlofi^bber 23 to Novem- 
■ Dflrjl) A new 'activity is of much 
interest to you but there are some 
factors you are not aware of that 
must be wisely handled before 
accepting them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever you have 
in mind of an emotional nature can 
seem to be all right early but then 
you find the persons concerned^ 
balks at your solution. % 


private inspiration seems excellent 
for you but when you start to put it 
in motion you run up against some 
opposition but keep steadfast in 
your purpose. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your deepseated goals seem 
closer io you than you had tho ugh t 
early but later you find another 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can please on 
whose feelings are on his/her 
sleeve but later you find the person 
was not satisfied at all and needs 
more assurance of your affection. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You stan daily activities in 
good shape but soon get tired of 
them or want to make some 
changes that are not satisfactory to 
everyone concerned. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You now fine! that whatever 
pleasures appeal to you in the 
daytime requires more attention 
and effort to make work than you 
have realised so be prepared for 
such. 


the DailyCrosswordb, Hu9 h M . 


ACROSS 
1 — fun at 
(ndteule) 

5 Epic poet 
10 With celerity 

14 " — a man 
with...' - 

15 in a stats of 
abeyance 

16 Dairy case item 

17 ’ake/take 

20 Jf a geologic 
era 

21 Balance 

22 Poetic wore 

23 Labored engine 
sound 

25 Goatees 
29 Follows closely 

32 Kalian etty 

33 Pricked 

34 Alts. 

36 Take/take/take 
*0 Ring results 

41 Unaided 

42 Scat Singer 

43 Certain stanzas 
45 Certain vessel 

47 Native metals 

48 Weakened by 
water: abPr. 

49 Water. Sp. 

51 Perfumes 

56 Taka/tako/tako' 

59 Peak 

60 Change 

61 Dug out 

62 Molt 

63 Bearings 

64 Sullen 





DOWN 

1 Native of ancient 
Bmam 

2 Gen. Bradley 

3 Military cap 

4 Ketl 01 comics 
| Percherons 

6 — a million 

7 Varied: aftbr. 

8 Ow French'obhi 

9 Johnny — 
lOPracede 

11 Compassionate 

expression 

12 Doc&tnnVp 

group 


13 Wee one 

18 Secondhand 

19 Plod 

23 inclined channel 

24 Round of 
applause 

25 Support with 
money 

26 Group character 

27 Came uo 

28 — Grande 

29 Astonishes 

30 Gastropod 

31 Vapid 

33 Bluebonnets 
35 Deneo, e.o. 

37 Petty 
ruler 

38 Robert — 

33 Quagmire 

44 Pickled 

45 Masonic 
doorkeeper* 

4o — vera 
48 Twelve 
4P Span 
50 Sport 


Yesterday's Puzria Solve* 


tKHSS Gianni ann 



□gaanH nan HP 
nanra nonnn nf 
HRgR naif mml 
noon goos ciBr 
non 


51 Quote 
52DeCghted 

53 Mount in 
Palestine 

54 UflM color 


55 Recipe 

56 Empty 
57Spa<te 
56 by Lea 

studem 
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Economy 
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mum nm ro« uwxm v smaama 
Businas lux 
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2,024 

1.400 
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0.4(0 
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41.300 

*.100 

9.7M 

1.400 
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20,044 

0.010 

0.000 

0.040 
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130,104 
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JORDAN CHEMICAL XKDURURE 
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CORRAL BENEAAL ZRADZNB * SBNIRBE *’ 
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0.010 
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Jordan Times 


Markets 

in co^porotioa with 



Cairo Amman Bank 


Comral Bank of Jordan EAdxagf Ron lullodi 


Onto: 

29.7.93 


Currency 

Bid 

l .S. linUar 

0.694 

1 Slcriinj; Puund 

1.036ft 

Peulscbc Mark 

O.ftQftl 

Suivs Franc 

0.4591 

French Krunc 

0.1187 

Jupaovsc Vrn 

[D.6^37 

i 

Du(ch (Guilder 

jo. 3^9ft 


Offer 


.696 


.QM6 


Swedish Krona 


Kalian IJra 


UclKiun Franc 


Pit 100 

Other Cunwdu 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese lira 


Saudi Rival 


Kuwidii Dinar 


yalarf Rival 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Kijal 


l!AE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 


Cjpnot Pound 



0.01953 



29.7.93 



w 

10 rf!>. 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on die London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. SI .00 costs 


^JL One sterling 
fie&.* • One onnee of sold 

wS 

t* J 


1.2857/62 

1.7380/90 

1.9550/60 

15202/12 

36.12/13 

5.9530/00 

1615.0/7.0 

104.60/70 

8.2640/40 

7.4560/60 

6.7840/40 

$1.4805/1 5 

$402.10/402.60 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsdtemarics 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian fire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crown 
Danish crowns 


Increase in Japanese 
competitiveness seen as 
key to revival 


TOKYO (AFP) — An increase in 
Japanese productivity, already 
the highest in the world, is the 
best way to escape the worst 
recession ever to hit the Japan 
and to increase prosperity, the 
annual White Paper on the eco- 
nomy here said. * 

The paper, which was adopted 
by tbe government Tuesday, 
blamed the financial bubble and 
easy money climate of the 1980s 
for the present poor economic 
situation. 

The bureaucrats responsible 
for defining the government's 
economic policy recommended a 
return to orthodoxy and the re- 
cipes which brought the success 
of “Japan Inc.” 

“The vital macroeconomic fac- 
tor that is key to the solution to 
the long-term task of the 
Japanese economy is tbe produc- 
tivity increase," wrote the Econo- 
mic Planning Agency (EPA) in its 
annual economic survey of Japan, 
entitled “what we learned from 
the bubble and our challenges to 
a new development.” 

The EPA said that an increase 
in productivity was the only way 
to resume economic growth ana 
improve sustainable income 
levels. Of the other two possibili- 
ties, improvement in the terms of 
trade and an increase in 'asset 
prices caused by the bubble, the 
first was harmful to other coun- 
tries. and the second was not 
viable. 

“This is only a reminder of the 
main principles of economics, 
namely that there is no free lunch 
(utility cannot be raised without 
any cost) and that there is no 
‘Earthly Paradise' (you cannot 
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OAPEC; Arab gas reserves up 12 per cent 


create something from nothing),” 
concluded the officials who, for 
once, were critical of economic 
management in the 1980s. 

A . return to more reliable 
values would have to be applied 
to capital as well as labour and 
technology, with a reinformceot 
of emphasis on savings, education 
and training, research and de- 
velopment and innovation. 

The World Economic Forum 
ranks Japan number one consis- 
tently among major industrialised 
countries. for international com- 
petitiveness, and the EPA said 
the potential to do even better 
was' there. 

“Although remaining sluggish 
as a whole, the Japanese eco- 
nomy is over tbe worst and some 
recovery is now in sight.” the 
EPA said. “It is hoped that par- 
tial recovery will gradually spread 
over the whole economy, since 
downward pressures exacerbat- 
ing the recession have been 
weakened.” 

“However, the recovery will 
likely remain more moderate 
than past recovery phases due to 
sluggish consumption and busi- 
ness investment, which has yet to 
show autonomous recovery,” it 
added. 

Finance Minister Yoshiro 
Hayashi told reporters that Japan 
should avoid tbe reappearance of 
the speculative bubble, reduce its 
surplus and improve living condi- 
tions. 

The official economists admit- 
ted they were mistaken in fore- 
casting a “soft landing” for the 
economy and in declaring an end 
to the recession on several pre- 
vious occasions. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab gas 
reserves rose by 12 per cent in 
1992 and most of tbe increase 
came from Qatar, Algeria and 
Iraq, according to the Organisa- 
tion of Arab Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OAPEC). 

The reserves of the organisa- 
tion's 10 members stood at 
around 28 trillion cubic metre 
(933.3 trillion cubic feet) at the 
end of 1992 compared with 
around 25 trillion cubic metre 
(833 J trillion cubic feet) at the 
end of 1991, the Cairo-based 
group said in a report carried by 
the official Emirates news agency 
WAM. 

The bulk of the increase came 


from Qatar, Algeria and Iraq, 
accounting for IS per cent. 16 per 
cent and nine per cent respective- 
ly. Slight increases were reported 
elsewhere in the organisation, 
which also groups Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, the United 
.Arab Emirates (UAE), Libya, 
Egypt and Syria. 

The report gave no breakdown 
but the increases added nearly 
840 billion cubic metre (28 trillion 
cubic metre) to Qatar’s 1991 re- 
serves of 4.58 trillion cubic metre 
(152.6 trillion cubic feet). 

The increases also pushed up 
Algeria's gas reserves to around 
5.7 trillion cubic metre (190 tril- 


lion cubic feet) and Iraq's to 2.96 
trillion cubic metre (98.6 trillion 
cubic feet), the report said. 

Other major gas members are 
the UAE with reserves at the end 
of 1991 standing at nearly 5.64 
trillion cubic metre (188 trillion 
cubic feet), Saudi Arabia with 
5.22 trillion cubic metre (174 
trillion cubic feet), Kuwait with 
1,37 trillion cubic metre (45.6 
trillion cubic feet) and Libya with 
1.2 trillion cubic metre (40 trillion 
cubic feet). 

The report did not mention 
non-OAPEC state — Yemen, 
whose reserves are estimated at 
4.63 trillion cubic metre (154.3 


Saudi oil production capacity 
to reach 10m b/d by ’94 — expert 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia, 
already the world's largest oil 
exporter, is speeding up plans to 
increase oil production capacity 
to 10 million barrels per day (b/d) 
by the end of next year, a leading 
Saudi-based economist said. 

“Saudi Aramco (Tbe country’s 
giant oil conglomerate) Is plan- 
ning to increase production . 
capacity from 9.15 million b/d in 
1992 to 10 million b/d by the end 
of 1994, about a year sooner than 
originally targeted,” said Henry 
Azzam, chief economist at the 
Jeddah-based National Commer- 
cial Bank (NCB). 

Writing in the latest issue of 
NCB's monthly review, he said 
Saudi Arabia's oil production 
capacity could rise further to 12 
million b/d by the turn of the 
century. 

Apart from Aramco's capacity, 
Saudi Arabia, has 200.000 to 
300,000 b/d capacity in the Neut- 


ral zone shared with Kuwait and 
run by independent companies. 

Saudi Arabia does not normal- 
ly publish much about its capacity 
expansion plan but officials had 
previously said that the 10 million 
b/d Aramco target was likely to 
be achieved in the mid 1990s, 
depending on market require- 
ments. 

The country produced an aver- 
age of 8.7 million b/d in 1992 
when capacity was generally put 
by market sources at no more 
than nine million b/d. 

Mr. Azzam put the overall 
capital costs of the programme to 
maintain and expand capacity at 
around S18 billion. 

He said that tbe development 
of the world’s biggest oilfield at 
Ghawar in eastern Saudi Arabia, 
which has reserves of some 70 
billion barrels of lower quality 
heavy crude oil, was Armaco’s 
main priority. 
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But Aramco also planned to 
develop new light crude oil finds 
in the central region, including 
investment of 5500 million to 
produce 150,000 b/d of “Arab 
Super Light” from the Hawtah 
field, he said. 

Aramco put the gravity of the 
first oil extracted from Hawtah at 
an exceptionally light 49 degrees 
API, compared with 34 degrees 
API for oil from Ghawar. 

Mr. Azzam said Aramco plan- 
ned to connect Hawtah to pipe- 
lines ending at terminals on both 
the eastern coasts of Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

An expansion programme was 
also underway in the central re- 
gion fields of Marjan and Zuluf 
which started production of 
heavy crude in 1973. 

Another field being developed 
is Shaybah close to the borders 
with the United Arab Emirates, 
he added. 


trillion cubic metre). 

I said the increases in the Arab 
World. Iran and the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
pushed up the world’s total gas 
reserves by 14.1 trillion cubic 
metre (470 trillion cubic feet) to 
around 128 trillion cubic metre 
(4,266 trillion cubic feet) at the 
end of 1992. 

Iran, which has the second 
largest gas reserves in the world, 
accounted for 14.1 per cent of the 
world increase, meaning around 
two trillion cubic metre (66.6 
trillion cubic feet) were added to 
its reserves of 17 trillion cubic 
metre (566 trillion cubic feet). 


Bahrain 

trade 

deficit 

widens 

IvLANAMA (R) — Bahrain's 
trade deficit widened in 1992 as 
non-oil imports rose without a 
compensating increase in exports, 
the Bahrain Monetary Agency 
has said. 

The trade gap rose to a pro- 
visional 273.5 million dinars 
($724.8 million) from 226.4 mil- 
lion in (S600.0 million) in 1991, 
the central bank's annual report 
said. It had registered an 18.4 
million dinar (48-8 million) sur- 
plus in 1990. 

The defid t was partly covered 
by a net inflow of 118.3 million 
dinars (5313.5 million) in trans- 
fers and similar payments to yield 
a net balance of payments defitit 
of 155.2 million dinars (5411.3 
million). 
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Izetbegovic rejects compromise 
ian; U.N. peacekeeper killed 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Military commanders of Bosnia’s 
three warring factions met to 
discuss imposing the latest cease- 
fire shortly after a Spanish 
peacekeeping soldier died and 17 
others were wounded in an artil- 
lery attack Friday. 

Bosnia's political leaders meet- 
ing in Geneva had ordered the 
ceasefire Thursday, but the peace 
talks suffered a setback when 
Bosnia's Muslim President Alija 
Izetbegovic rejected a comprom- 
ise aimed at ending the republic's 
16-month-old war. 

Mr. Izetbegovic told reporters 
Friday he did not agree to a plan 
under which post-war Bosnia 
would become "the United Re- 
publics of Bosnia and Herzegovi- 
na," although diplomats 
cautioned against regarding this 
as an outright rejection and said 
serious negotiations were con- 
tinuing. 

The night-time shelling of the 
Spanish U.N. soldiers, who were 
■ji their sleeping quarters in the 
central Bosnian town of Jabalni- 
ca, was the latest in a series of 
attacks on peacekeeping troops in 
Bosnia in recent days. 

The commander of U.N. forces 
in Yugoslavia, General Jean Cot, 
expressed bis "horror and dis- 
may” at the incident and ordered 
an investigation to determine 
who was responsible. 

U.N. troops did not return fire 
or otherwise retaliate, despite a 
threat to do so from the U.N. 
Bosnia commander. General 
Francis Briquemont, after French 
U.N. soldiers were shelled in 
Sarajevo last weekend. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic, who initially accused 
Muslim forces of staging the 
attack, said Friday that Serb gun- 


ners may have fired at the French 
by mistake. 

“The commander of the bri- 
gade which operates in the area 
from which the attack was poss- 
ibly launched has already been 
discharged and at this moment 
the persons who are suspected to 
be responsible are being 
arrested," Mr. Karazdic said in a 
letter to world leaders. 

Gen. Cot said the investigation 
into the shelling of the Spanish 
troops would show whether the 
Bosnian military commanders 
who gathered at Sarajevo Airport 
were serious in their desire to 
stop fighting. 

The commanders — Bosnian 
Serb General Ratko Maldic, Bos- 
nian Croat General Miiivoj Pet- 
kovic and Rasim Delic. comman- 
der of the Muslim-held Bosnian 
government forces — arrived at 
die airport in separate armoured 
vehicles. 

The meeting was chaired by 
Gen. Cot, who was accompanied , 
by Gen. Briquemont. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency reported that the 
Bosnian Serb army had been 
ordered to halt combat activities 
from noon (1000 GMT) Friday. 

The army's deputy comman- 
der, General Milan Gvero, was 
quoted as saying his forces would 
respect the truce but did not rule 
out the right to self-defence. 

Earlier Friday, shelling erupted 
in Sarajevo and on battle fronts 
to the north of the capital. But 
alter reports indicated the capital 
and the northern front around 
Brcko were quiet. 

Gen. Briquemont said the 
Geneva negotiators bad asks- 
that all Bosnian military leader 
and the United Nations should 
meet everyday 'in Sarajevo to de : 


termine who was responsible for 
any ceasefire violations. 

"Today is the day that combat 
activities are to cease. The inves- 
tigation into the shelling incident 
in Jablanica should be a first test 
of the cooperation of each party 
to participate in this process,” 
Gen. Briquemont said in state- 
ment. 

"Moreover, we trust it will be 
an important test of the goodwill 
of each party to actively partici- 
pate in use peace process over- 
all." 

Mr. Izetbegovic’s remarks in 
Geneva contradicted statements 
by other members of his pres- 
idency that the Muslim leadership 
would accept the union plan, but 
with changes. 

Diplomats cautioned against 
regarding Mr. Izetbegovic's re- 
jection as outright, saying that 
the presidency had tabled amend- 
ments to the plan and seemed to 
be negotiating seriously. 

Mediators Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg presented 
the union plan Thursday in a bid 
to cut through rival demands that 
Bosnia should become a loose 
confederation of ethnic mini- 
states, as proposed by Serbs and 
Croats, or a federation with a 
stronger central government as 
suggested by the Muslims. 

The idea has been largely wel- 
comed by the Bosnian Serbs, who 
control 70 per cent of Bosnia. 

Agreement on constitutional 
D .rrangements for post-war Bos- 
•z would be a big step forward, , 
.■though the rival factions would 
still have to agree on a territorial 
carve-up. 

Meanwhile the U.N. military 
spokesman in Sarajevo said 


Thursday U.N. forces in Bosnia 
do not need air cover to fulfil 
their mission now and hope it will 
never have to be used. 

Commander Barry Frcwcr also 
cautioned Western powers 
against mounting air strikes 
against Bosnian Serbs, saying 
that only the commander of U.N. 
forces on the ground had the 
authority to request and recom- 
mend air cover for his troops. 

Maj. Frewer’s remarks to a 
group of reporters appeared de- 
signed to play down speculation 
that air strikes by NATO war- 
planes on the United Nations' 
behalf may be imminent. 

The United States is seeking 
NATO and Russian agreement 
for the use of air strikes to force 
Bosnian Serbs to halt their 
attacks on Sarajevo, a U.S. State- 
ment official said T riday. 

Consultations ar under way 
with Britain and Fr nee and will 
follow during the \ eekend with 
Spun, the Netherlands, Germany 
and Russia as well as with mem- 
bers of Congress, said the official 
speaking only on condition of 
anonymity. 

If the allies agree, the air cam- 
paign would be a significant step 
beyond plans to use air strikes to 
protect United Nations 
peacekeeping forces in Bosnia. 

The official said the move to- 
ward military action was an ack- 
nowledgement that "the diploma- 
tic track” had failed to secure safe 
areas for the Bosnian Muslims. 

He said' that the allies could 
conduct a far more aggressive air 
campaign than previously con- 
templated, striking at Serbian 
positions without waiting for 
further provocation. 


ministers 
cited in 
Italian probe 


MILAN (AFP) — Former Italian 
Premier Bettino Craxi and seven 
others are under investigation 
over alleged bribes paid to politi- 
cians following a multi-miltibn- 
doliar takeover scandal, judicial 
officials said Friday. 

The Enimont scandal, already 
blamed for the suicides of two of 
Italy’s leading business tycoons, 
involves allegations that 150 bil- 
lion lire ($94 million) were paid in 
bribes to political parties follow- 
ing Enimont’s overpriced takeov- 
er by the state energy conglomer- 
ate ENI in 1990. 

Meanwhile in Rome a probe 
was launched against Culture 
Minister Alberto Ronchey and 
former Prime Minister . Giovanni 
Goria following the discovery of 
alleged "irregularities" over the 
purchase and resale of a villa, 
judicial officials in the capital 
said. 

The Rome probe makes Mr. 
Ronchey the first minister in Car- 
lo AzegJio Gampi’s government, 
which was formed in April, to be 
placed under investigation. 

Precise details of the investiga- 
tion and accusations against Mr. 
Ronchey and Christian Democrat 
Goria — premier from July 1987 
to March 1988 and convicted of 
corruption under the Milan-based 
Gean Hands investigation into 
illegal funding of political parties 
— are still unclear. 

Mr. Craxi resigned as Socialist 
Party leader earlier this year after 
coming under investigation in the 
Gean Hands probe. 

Among those also being prob- 
ed in Milan are Amaldo Foriani, 
former national secretary of the 
Christian Democrat Party, for- 
mer Christian Democrat Budget 
Minister Paolo Cirino Pomirino, 
and former Socialist Justice 
Minister Gaudio Martelli- 

Also under investigation are 
the secretaries of three smaller 
parties which were in the same 
governing coalition during the 
period covering the bribery 
allegations. 

TTiey are Giorgio La Mai fa of 
the Republican Party, Renato 
Altissimo of the Liberal Party 
and Carlo Vizzini of the Social 
IDemocrats. Severino Cittaristi, 
former Christian Democrat admi- 
nistrative secretary, is also being 
probed. 

The eighth man under inves- 
tigation in Milan is former Christ- 
ian Democrat administrative 
secretary Severino Citaristi. 

All eight currently enjoy par- 
liamentary immunity from pro- 
secution which will have to be 
lifted by their fellow deputies 
before they can be charged. 

The Enimont probe has 
already seen the suicides of for- 
mer Ferruzzi-Montedison chief 
and international jet-setter Raul 
Gardini and ENI boss Gabrielle 
Cagliari. 

'Die two companies had joined 
forces to form Enimont in De- 
cember 1988 aiming to set up a 
model chemicals concern with 

50.000 staff and a turnover of 

16.000 billion fire ($11 billion). 



Britain moves to muzzle media 

LONDON (R) — The British government made its first move 
towards muzzling a prying press Friday with a proposed new 
privacy law, provoking the fury of populist tabloids which 
complained of a threat to democracy. Reacting to widespread 
concern about alleged media excesses, the government said it 
wanted to make “infringement of privacy," an offence, outlawing 
intrusion into an individual's family circumstances, health or love 
life. "The time has come to ensure that the law protects the 
privacy of everyone." said Lord Mac Kay, who as Lord Chancellor 
is head of Britain’s judiciary „ud a member of the cabinet. 
Britain's circulation-hungry newspapers, especially- the gossipy 
tabloids, have been taken to task for their graphic exposes of 
royal indiscretions and ministerial misdemeanours. There has also 
been widespread concern at intrusion into the private sufferings of 
both celebrities and ordinary members of the public who found 
their troubles described to millions of readers of the mass- 
circulation press. 

11 die in Sri Lanka revenge r£?ds 

COLOMBO (R) — At least 11 civilians, including a 12-month 
baby, have been killed and 10 others injured in bombing raids by 
Sri Lankan Air Force planes to avenge a Tamil rebel raid on army 
camp, residents said. They said the attacks Tuesday in the 
northern rebel stronghold of Jaffna were seen by many people as 
“revenge strikes" in retaliation for a raid on an army camp in the 
northeast Sunday which killed 56 people. On Wednesday, a 
clandestine radio station operated by Tamil rebels put the death 
toll from the attacks at five Chilians. Five members of one family, 
including a baby killed in her cradle, died in the first attack at 
Thinnaveli which destroyed the house they were living in. 
Residents said two bombs dropped by fighter planes caused 
extensive damage to several houses. A third bomb did not 
explode and was taken away by Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
guerrillas. The second attack killed six people including three 
children at Iruppalai and also damaged a nearby Hindu temple. 

Russia to reinforce troops in Tajikistan 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin has ordered 
that extra troops and weapons be sent to Russian forces policing 
the troubled border between Tajikistan and Afghanistan. A 
decree, published in full by ITAR-TASS News Agency Thursday, 
said Mr. Yeltsin would try to have Russian troops given the 
status of U.N. “blue helm peacekeepers. Ris application to the 

U.N. Security Council .d also seek to have international 
observers dispatched to t • entrai Asian country, where Islamic 1 
rebels are waging a biota .truggle against the pro-Communist 
government. The reinforcements, to both the Russian border 
troops and an army division based in Tajikistan, were part of an 
all-round plan to restore peace to the former Soviet republic. 

Nepal King inspects flood damage 

KATHMANDU (AFP) — King Birendra and Queen Aishworya 
Friday inspected areas affected by floods that have killed at least 
2,000 people and left hundreds of thousands homeless, a Home 
Ministry source said. The royal couple visited the stricken areas of 
Chitaun, Sariahi and Rauthat accompanied by Home Minister 
Sher Bahadur Deupa, chairman of the Central, Relief Committee. 
Groups of half-naked and hungry flood victims approached the 
king's helicopter on landing, hoping for food and relief materials, 
said an official who asked not to be named. A spokesman for the 
Nepal Sadbhavana Party (NSP) said relief work was not satisfac- 
tory and that people in many villages had nothing to eat and were 
forced to drink the dirty flood water to survive. 

Bangladesh battles post-flood diseases 

DHAKA (AFP) — Authorities have rushed medical teams into 
flooded Bangladesh districts to curb the spread of water-borne 
diseases as newspapers reported Friday an acute scarcity of water 
in the affected areas. A large number of medical teams are 
workging round the dock in the affected areas, including 120 in 
one of the worst-bit, northern Netrakona district, the Bangladesh 
News Agency (BSS) said. The floods affected an estimated 25 
million people in this calamity-prone South Asian country of 110 
million people, and floods and related incidents have so far left 
unoffidally 371 people dead. The offidal toll was 109. 

Ukraine: SS-24s not included in treaty 

KIEV (R) — Ukraine's President Leonid Kravchuk said Friday 
that the START-1 aims treaty which has yet to be ratified by 
parliament did not include the 46 SS-24 multiple-warhead missiles 
on its soil. Ukraine has in all 176 strategic nuclear missiles left 
over from the break-up of the Soviet Union — the 46 SS-24s and 
130 SS-19s. Mr. Kravchuk said the issue of the SS-24s would have 
to be settled by separate agreement involving Ukraine, the 
United States and Russia. 


U.K. high 

court 

rejects 

Maastricht 

appeal 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s high 
court rejected a legal challenge 
Friday aimed at blocking British 
ratification of the Maastricht 
Treaty on European Union. 

Counsel for Lord- Rees-Mogg, 
a former editor of the Times 
newspaper who brought the chal- 
lenge. said they would dedde 
early next week whether to 
appeal. 

Lord Rees-Mogg, who was not 
in court, contended the govern- 
ment had handed over key pre- 
rogative powers to the European 
parliament without British par- 
liamentary approval. 

“We’re going to take time to 
consider the judgement and next 
week we will consider what we 
should do further,'’ Lord Rees- 
Mogg's son Jacob said outside the 
court. “This is one step on what 
may be a long road or may not 
be." 

If Lord Rees-Mogg decided to 
abandon his camapaign. Prime 
Minister John Major would final- 
ly be able to ratify a treaty after 
15 months of parliamentary tur- 
moil which threatened to tear 
apart the ruling Conservative 
Party. The court of appeal has set 
aside the week of Aug. 9 to hear 
any appeal. 

Mr. Jacob denied bis father 
had started the case to embarrass 
Mr. Major. "There is no question 
of my father doing it to cause 
political mischief," he said. 

' Financial considerations, 
rather than the comprehensive 
ruling against him, could be 
pivotal. Costs of the case, esti- 
mated at nearly £100,000 
($148,000) were awarded against 
Lord Rees-Mogg who is currently 
in Switzerland. 



Victorious Liberal-Democrat candidate Diana 
Maddock is all srnOe early 30 July as the vote in the 
Christchurch by-election overturned a Conserva- 
tive safe-seat fa* more than 80 years and was the 


lar gest upset to the conservatives since World War 
13. Diana Maddock won 62 per cent of the vote. 
Left, is her husband Robert. (AFP photo). 


Major’s party admits bad poll defeat 


CHRISTCHURCH, England 
(R) — Britain’s ruling Conserva- 
tive Party suffered its biggest 
defeat at a parliamentary by- 
election for nearly SO years Fri- 
day, capping a disastrous year for 
Prime Minister John Major’s gov- 
ernment. 

The centrist Liberal Democrats 
routed the Conservatives in one 
of their safest seats with a 35 per 
cent swing, the biggest , since 
World War II. 

A conservative majority of 
23,015 at the April 1992 general 
election in Christchurcn was 
turned into victory for Liberal 
Democrat Dinana Maddock by a 
margin of 15,427 votes. 

Conservatives acknowledged 
the result reflected deep dissatis- 
faction with a government which 
has suffered crisis after crisis in 
the past 15 months. 

“It's a very bad result and 
there’s no question about that,” 
said Conservative Party Chair- 
man Sir Normal Fowler. 

The result cut the governing 
party’s majority to 17 in the 
651-seat parliament, piling press- 
ure on Mr. Major as he struggled 
to beal splits in his party and 
restore his eroded authority. 

Sir Norman told BBC radio: 
“The voters have been affected 


by the image of us as a disunited 
party over last nine to 12 months. 
Happily that is now behind us 
although it's unreal to think the . 
public would appreciate that 
yet.” 

“This is a verdict on past events 
and not on the future ” said Sir 
Marcus Fox, a key power broker 
in the party. “There are lessons 
to be learnt and the public have 
not been impressed with us, 
there’s too much evidence of a 
divided party.” 

Ms. Maddock, a 48-year-old 
teacher, said her victory was 
helped by Mr. Major's plans to 
introduce a consumer tax on 
heating fuel next year, a deeply 
unpopular move among old peo- 
ple who make up one third of tire 
Christchurch electorate. 

“Change your policies or 
change your job,” she told Mr. 
Major in her victory speech after 
becoming the Liberal Democrats 1 
22nd member of parliament 

Sir Norman derued the voters 
of Christchurch, a genteel seaside 
town which had voted “Tory” for 
84 years, had given Mr. Major, 
the most unpopular premier in 
modern times.a slap on the face. 

He said Mr. Major had shown , 
brave leadership by forcing the 
bill to ratify the Maastricht Trea- 
ty through parliament via a confi- 


dence motion last week, out- 
smarting Conservative rebels who 
had dogged the- bill’s passage 
every step of the way. 

The Conservatives, in office 
since 1979, have not won a by- 
election since February 1989. In 
May they lost the Newbury by- 
election to .the Liberal Democrats 
after a 28 per cent swing. 

However, Sir Norman pointed 
out that although his party lost 
seven seats at by-elections in the 
1987-1992 parliament, they won 
them ail back at the April 1992 
election. 

The main opposition Labour 
Party suffered the ignominy of 
losing the £500 ($750) deposit 
necessary to enter the by-election 
because it did not win a large 
enough share of the vote, a re- 
peat of their dismal Newbury 
performance. 

Party leaders insisted Labour 
was still the only viable alterna- 
tive to the Conservatives. They 
called on Mr. Major to change 
tack and listen to the people. 

“This is a devastating rejection 
of John Major," said Labour 
leader John Smith. “No matter 
how desperate John Major may 
be to put all this behind him 
during the holiday period we will 
not allow him to draw any lines in 
the sand.” 


Clash puts Abkhazia truce under pressure 


:VC 

TBILISI (Agencies) — Geor- 

n i forces and separatist rebels 
he province of Abkhazia 
clashed overnight, putting fresh 
pressure on their two-day-old 
ceasefire. 

A Georgian army spokesman 
in the Abkhazia regional capital 
of Sukhumi said Friday the two 
sides clashed near the villages of 
Shroma and Akhalsheni set in 
hills overlooking the city. 

The dash "took on a broad 
character involving nse of heavy 
equipment and artillery,” said the 


spokesman, reached by; £ tele- 
pfaone from the Georgian capital 
of Tbilisi. He blamed the rebels 
for provoking the incident. 

Abkhazian offidals said Geor- 
gian forces had attacked their 
positions near Shroma but had 
been repelled. 

Georgian leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze Thursday played down 
earlier truce violations as minor 
infringements that did not endan- 
ger the ceasefire as a whole. 

He was optimistic the Russian- 
brokered trace could hold and 
form the basis of an international- 


U.S. forecasts higher rivers 


ST. LOUIS (R) — Forecasts of 
drier skies contrasted with predic- 
tions of higher river levels in the 
area surrounding St. Louis, 
where record river crests are ex- 
pected early next week. 

Residents in St. Grades Coun- 
ty. north and west of St. Louis, 
were scrambling Thursday to 
build up protection against a new 
onslaught of flooding as they 
prepared for the fury of two 
mighty rivers — the Missouri and 
Mississippi. 

“We’re getting it from both 
sides," said Petra Haws, spokes- 
woman for St. Charles County 
Emergency Management Agen- 
cy. 

People were trying to beef up 
levees as they waited for the two 
rivers to crest. 

Much of St. Charles County is 
farmland and flooded areas look 
like an irrigation experiment 
gone awry, as small motor boats 


sit at the edge of cornfields. 

There is some good news in the 
midst of all of this. 

“The overall weather pattern is 
good for the midwest," said Jim 
Candor, meteorologist for 
ACCU-Weatber, a private fore- 
cast service. “Probably next week 
rainfall is going to average below 
normal.” 

Generally by weather is fore- 
cast for the next seven to 10 days, 
with some scattered thunder- 
storms, he said. 

The midwest flooding has 
already killed 43 people, 
swamped farmland in eight states 
and caused an estimated $10 bil- 
lion in damages. 

The swift waters of the Mis- 
souri River toppled sections of a 
century-old railroad bridge 
Thursday is Glasgow, Missouri, 
about 90 miles east of Kansas 
City. 

“The water is so high trying to 


get through the bridge, it surged 
upward,” State Emergency Man- 
agement Agency spokeswoman 
Kris Farris said. 

The broken pieces of the span 
were hurled against another 
bridge and only the railroad 
tracks .remained,, hanging like a 
hammock over the river. 

In Des Moines, Iowa, 750,000 
sandbags were being picked up 
from around homes now that 
waters were receding. Residents 
still are unable to drink the water 
there. 

The flooding has spawned 
some humour, with T-shirts 
parodying Iowa’s 1 slogan “Iowa is 
a place to grow," by stating 
“Iowa is a place to row." 

Others include: "Honey, I 
smell the kids.” 

President Bill Clinton asked 
Congress Thursday for more aid 
for flood victims in the midwest, 
increasing the total package to 
$4.9 billion. 


Russian parliament to convene amid fresh turmoil 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
lawmakers prepared Friday for a 
stormy emergency parliamentary 
session set for Saturday amid a* 
botched rouble banknote recall 
and President Boris Yeltsin's con- 
troversial sacking of the security 
‘minister. 

The parliamentary leadership 
called back deputies from vaca- 
tion officially to debate a Yeltsin 
decree prolonging a state of 
emergency in the northern Cau- 
casus but under parliamentary 
rules, lawmakers can raise any 
issue once the assembly is open. 

Speaker Ruslan Khasbulatov, 
Mr. Yeltsin’s chief rival, began 
laying the groundwork Friday for 
the political battle by agreeing to 
an interview on Russian Televi- 
sion to discuss “the situation in 
the country,” Mr. Khasbulatov's 
spokesman Constantin Zlobin 
said. 

The session was scheduled to 
begin one week after a surprise 
central bank decision to withdraw 
billions of pre-1993 rouble bank- 


notes from circulation, a move 
that caused mass confusion 
among Russians and were forced 
to wait hours in queues to swap 
the invalid roubles. 

It also came on the heels of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s decision to fire Security 
Minister Viktor Barannikov for 
his mishandling of the crisis on 
the Tajik-Afgban border and for 
breach of etnics. 

■ 

The parliamentary leadership 
declared illegal the presidential 
decree sacking Mr. Barannikov, 
arguing that Mr. Yeltsin must 
seek parliamentary approval to 
remove the security minister from 
his post. 

The presidium also moved to 
lift restrictions on exchanging 
banknotes and stated that all 
stores and services should be 
instructed to accept the invali- 
dated roubles as a means of pay- 
ment until their gradual with- 
drawal from circulation is com- 
pleted. 

In a statement, parliamentary 


leadens said the central bank deci- 
sion violated a Russian law on 
currency regulations. 

Thousands of customers Mon- 
day were turned away from sav- 
ings banks that did not receive 
sufficient stocks of new bank- 
notes, prompting Mr. Yeltsin to 
intervene and ease restrictions on 
foe rouble swap. 

Senior government ministers 
admitted that the decree came 
too late and that the “political 
and moral damage” bad already 
been done. 

“The moment of truth has 
finally come,” commented Friday 
foe newspaper Rossiskaya Gaze- 
ta, mouthpiece of conservatives 
and pro-Communists. 

“It has come for millions of 
Russians who will not give one 
kopeck to a government that has 
brutally attacked their purses 
wth the deceitfulness of Afghan 
Mujahedeen attacking a border-' 
post,” the newspaper wrote. 

The newspaper was referring to' 


the guerrilla warfare being waged 
against a pro-Communist govern- 
ment in Tajikistan by Tajik re-- 
bels, supported by Afghan Mu- 
jahedeen. 

In dosing the parliamentary 
session, Mr. Khasbulatov warned 
deputies that "sudden turn of 
events were possible," advising 
lawmakers to be prepared to re- 
turn to Moscow at any time. 

The emergency session was cal- 
led after Mr. Yeltsin managed to 
make serious political headway 
since his victory in the April 
referendum in pushing for consti- 
tutional reform. 

Mr. Yeltsin and his team of 
reformers had put in motion an 
elaborate plan aimed at scrapping 
the hardline parliament by calling 
fresh elections this fall. 

The rouble fiasco and the con- 
troversy surrounding the security 
minister’s sacking however could 
be used by the opposition to stir 
anti-government feeling only 
months before the campaign was 
to get under way. 


ly monitored peace plan to end 
the year-long conflict. 

In Moscow Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin hailed the ceasefire 
agreement Thursday and said the 
trace opened the way for Moscow 
to cooperate fully with Tbilisi. 

“The Georgian and Abkhazian 
leaderships have shown common 
sense and political will by meet- 
ing insistent Russian peacemak- 
ing efforts," a Yeltsin statement 
published by ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. "The way is open to 
end this fratricidal war.” 


China becoming 
country of 3 

personal pagers ~ 

PEKING (R) — China’s pbe- 
nomenal economic growth is. 
being outpaced only by a nse in 
the number of fofople nO 
personal pagers. By June 30*** 
number of pager users m China 

had reached 2.21 null®;, 
none seven years ago, the Xinhuar* 1 
News Agency said. Pagers ara 
fast becoming a necessity m ChhJ^f 
oa a country where private tele-.; 
phones are still very rare and,, 
expensive. At present. 1,075.. 
Chinese cities and towns havq,- 
opened paging services, the offi- . 
rial agenev said. In Peking alone 
there are '300,000 users, double., 
the number last year. Cinema, 
showings are constantly mter-j. 
rupted by the sound of pagers,^ 
leading to the popularity of silent, 
vibrating models. For foe true,, 
nouveau riche, however, a pager., 
is now passe. Only a portable 
telephone will do as a sign ofj. 
wealth. 

Thai minister says 
no to Madonna show - 

BANGKOK (R) — Pop idot:^ 
Madonna will not be allowed to 
strut her stuff in front of h an-s* 
dreds of thousands of adoring;. 
Bangkok fans because it would! 
.offend Thai ethics and culture, a 
minister has ruled. “If she strips', 
off her clothes in front of me*, 
audience, could we tolerate; - 
that?” Education Minister Sam- 
phan Thongsamak was quoted ini 
Thursday newspapers as asking. 
“That would be against Thai peo-: 
pie’s ethics and culture and total-' 
ly unacceptable.” Madonna* 
would definitely not be allowed. ( 
to perform at the huge National 
Stadium where Michael Jackson f 
is due to appear on Aug. 25, her 
said, although she could hold her 
show in a smaller, more intimate f 
venue like a theatre. Madonna, r’ 
who has tested the limits of what; 
is acceptable onstage with her 
sexually graphic performances • 
and provocative outfits, is said to- 
be considered an Asian tour with-. 
Bangkok on foe itinerary. "It’s ntf" 
the works." said Ray Luna, sales, 
manager for Tero Entertainment 
Holding Co, which is arranging 
Michael Jackson's show. If 
Madonna is put off Bangkok be-' - 
cause of the ministry's restrict . 
tions, Mr. Luna said: “It’s z 
shame. There’s nothing wrong’ 
with a world class act.” 

Elton John sells 
hS$ records for. 

Alps charity 

LONDON ( R) — British pop star - 
Elton John's record collection-' 
was sold at auction Thursday,.- 
raising £181,000 ($271,000) for' 
AIDS and HTV sufferers, au- 
ctioneers Sofoebys said. The col- 
lection of 48,000 records was.* 
bought by a private collector fay 
St. Louis, Missouri. ScthebyV 
said. The proceeds will go to. 
British AIDS charity the Terr 
ence Higgins Trust. Rare items in * 
the collection include demonstra- : 
tion discs by pop stars such as-: 
David Bowie and Genesis. 
Others bear the name Reg- 
Dwight, John’s real name. John.'-: 
a committed campaigner against-2 
AIDS, has spearheaded efforts in,- 
foe artistic community to raise - 
money for AIDS research and:, 
treatment after seeing many of-, 
his colleagues struck by the dis-»- 
ease. In November last year John 
launched his own charity, the- 
Elton John AIDS Foundation, 
and has also given concert pro-' 
ceeds to AIDS research. 


C *1 


Trump to build 
casino on Gulf 
of Mexico 

GULFPORT. Mississippi (AFI 
ZT New York tycoon Dona! 

Pn estimate 
s4S-miliion plan Thursday t 
build a casino on foe Gulf ( 
Mexico, pie Tramp Ocean Clu 
Casino will be built on a 3.15( 
square-metre (33,907-squart 
feet) site rented from foe Marin 
Life Oceanarium, provided Mj 
T ramp succeeds in obtaining 
Mississippi licence for the gamt 
ung palace. If it goes ahead, th 
complex will create some 60 
jobs. 

DNA proves man 
has child despite 
vasectomy 

K^DON (R> — DNA test 
Mf* d P rov t. that a man hai 
ftfoered a chfld despite bavin, 

successful vasec 

SS? Journa 

reported Friday. The man had j 

vasectomy in 1987 and semei 
samples taken soon after showee 
ospeniL But foe man’s wifi 
“ecarae pregnant m 1990 ant 

fh VC b i rt H* n 1991 ’ ^ e Peated test: 
showed the man had only a feu 

^n-motile sperm, which^o 
and therefore are assume* 
to be incapable of causing pro 

E?\ But L DNA tests estab- 
lished that the man was indeec 
the father of the child. Doctors ai 
London Hospital Medical Col 
who wrote the report, said 
? howed the needfor care 
Aether a man was 

"S e oriva!ttl " >,,i<ite 
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Sampras, 

Courier, 
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^Becker 

eliminated 

siiJl ,S ^MONTREAL (R) — Wimble- 
n Bon champion Pete Sampras 
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and third-seeded Boris Becker 
were eliminated Thursday at 
the 1.65 million Player’s Lid. 
International Tennis Tourna- 
ment. 

In yet another upset, 
second -deeded Jim Courier 
was ambushed 6-3, 6=2 by 
Swede Mikael Pemfors, rank- 
ed 45th in the world. 

Fourth-seeded Ivan Lendl 
and 11th -seeded Andre Agassi 
moved into the quarterfinals. 

Courier’s loss followed two 
defeats in the finals of the 
French Open and Wimbledon. 

The top-seeded Sampras, 
ranked number-one in the 
world, looked lethargic in a 
■i nor k •< 7-6, (8-6) 6-3 loss to New Zea- 
ff « t land's Brett Steven. 

. a w« Becker tried valiently, but 
lost a 7-5, 7-6 (7-3), third- 
round duel to I3th-seeded 
Todd Martin. 

“I simply played a bad 
match ona bad day,*’ said Sam- 
pras. “I'm going to wake up 
tomorrow and it's a new day. 
He played good tennis so he 
deserved to win the match.’* 
The' seventh-ranked Lendl 
posted a 6-7 (9-7), 6-1, 6-2 
victory over Aaron Krickstein. 
Agassi, defeated fifth-seeded 
Michael Chang 7-6 (7-3) 6-3. 

Steven, sensing Sampras was 
having an off-day and was iro- 
1 she couidV Patient on-coun. played smart 
:!ifr. mor-c icnnis. He kept the ball deep 
‘iheaire. L- fknc) slow, never giving Sam- 
pras any pace to get into a 
groove. 

“It feels veiy good but I 
think it will sink in a little 
better in a Krtle while,” said 
Steven, of beating the best in 
the game. “I'm in a little bit of 
a daze right now.” 
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Martinez advances 
In Stratton Mountain, Ver- 
mont top seeded Conchita 
Martinez led the way into the 
quarterfinals of the 375,000 
Women's Hardcourt Tennis 
Tournament by easing past Jen 
Ingram of the United States 
6-1, 6-1 Thursday. . 

Joining Martinez in the final ■ 
eight of the week-long hanT. 
court tournament were third 
seeded Helena Sukova of tbe 
Czech Republic, fourth seeded 
Manuela Maleeva-Fragniere of 
Switzerland and fifth seeded 
Zina Garrison Jackson of the 
U.S. 

Martinez needed just 43 mi- 
r»L- nutes to overpower Ingram as 
Sm Spanish star took leads of 
'iro in both sets. Ingram man- 
aged to break serve in the 
fourth game of the first set and 
in the second set she held serve 
in the fourth game to get on 
tbe scoreboard. 

Sukova straggled for nearly 
two hours to beat veteran 
Kathy Rinaldi of tbe United 
States 3-6, 7-6 (7-5), 6-1. 
Rinaldi was just two points 
away from victory at 5-5 in the 
tiebreaker, but losr the next 
two points. In tbe third set, 
Rinaldi lost the last five games. 


Christie faces tougher test in Cologne 


BONN (R) — Even with the cash 
from Friday’s showdown with 
Carl Lewis tucked reassuringly 
under his mattress. Linford 
Christie may struggle to sleep 
before one of his roughest races 
of the year in Cologne Sunday. 

The British Olympic sprint 
champion will clash with in-form 
American champion Andre 
Cason for the first time this sea- 
son at the Cologne Grand Prix. 

The lucrative 100 metres duel 
with world champion Lewis at 
Gateshead in Northern England 
has attracted all the publicity and 
the money. 

Lewis and Christie have been 
paid a total of 300,000 for the 
showdown. 

But tbe race on the banks of 
tbe Rhine will say more about the 
100 metres form book before next 
month’s World Championships in 
Stuttgart. 


Afte a late start to the season, 
the 33-year-old Christie has been 
in dominant form in the past 
month. 

But Cason blasted ahead of 
world record holder Lewis and 
Olympic Bronze medallist Dennis 
Mitchell on his way to a wind- 
assisted 9.85 seconds at rhe U.S. 
championships in June. 

After beating Lewis again in 
Lausanne earlier this month, 
Cason planned to take on Christ- 
ie in Oslo July 10. 

The American, nine years 
younger than his British rival, ran 
the heats but was forced to pull 
out of the final because of a virus 
as Christie took the honours. 

Christie has bad memories of 
the Muengersdorfcr Stadium af- 
ter suffering a defeat by Nigerian 
Olapade Adeniken last year just 
a week after the end of the Barce- 
lona Olympics. 


His clash with Cason should 
provide one of the highlights of a 
meeting which has regularly pro- 
duced records and top-class per- 
formances in the past few sea- 
sons. 

Britain's high hurdler Colin 
Jackson, who set a European 
record on the same track last 
year, has been showing the kind 
of form which could take him 
closer to a world mark. 

Despite running into a wind of 
1.6 metres per second, the Welsh- 
man went within five hundredths 
of a second of Roger Kingdom’s 
110 metres hurdles world record 
of 12.92 seconds in the Italian ski 
resort of Sestriere Wednesday. 

Jackson was due to take on his 
rival and training partner Mark 
McKoy, the Olympic champion. 
But the Canadian, who is in dan- 
ger of missing the World Cham- 
pionships because be has refused 


to take pan in this week's Cana- 
dian trials, may be forced to 
withdraw. 

Under International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
rules, an athlete is prohibited 
from racing in another event on 
the same day as his national 
trials. 

The Canadian federation's rul- 
ing only to pick athletes who 
attend the trials looks harsh to 
the Cologne organisers. The 
meeting promoter was still ex- 
pressing hope Thursday that 
McKoy could compete. 

Earlier this month Olympic 
women’s long jump champion 
Heike Drechsler caused a stir by 
skipping the German Cham- 
pionships to compete at the 
lucrativa Oslo meeting but was 
still selected for Stuttgart by the 
national federation. 


Many cry tears for a fallen smile 


BOSTON (AP) — The rich own- 
er, the powerful executive and 
the strong, players all cried be- 
cause they'll never see Reggie 
Lewis smile again. 

“You can’t cope with it,” Cel- 
tics owner Alan Cohen said 
Thursday, his voice breaking. 
“It’s really like President Ken- 
nedy once said: Life is unfair and 
there’s no way you can make it 
fair. But we surely have lost a 
wonderful human being.” 

Cohen took a white handker- 
chief from his pants pocket and 
swept it beneath bis nose. 

After two days of private grie 
mg, the Celtics now mourn i 
unabashedly in public for thc.r 
2 7- year-old captain who died 
Tuesday after collapsing while 
shooting baskets. 

“He was always smiling,” 
Guard Dee Brown said at a news 
conference “that smile never 
went away.” 

Dave Gfavitt, the team's senior 
executive vice president, recalled 
a night in which be congratulated 
Lewis after he scored 37 points. 

“He just kind of gave you that 
smile and said, ‘hey, had to do it,' 
almost apologizing, ” he said. 

It was up to Gavitt, his eyes 
reddened, to give comfort. 

When Brown ended his re- 
marks, the player lowered his 
face to his chest and cried. 
Gavitt, standing behind him. put 
his hands on Brown’s shoulders. 

They had lost a friend. Donna 
Harris-Lewis lost a husband. The 
child rite’s carrying and 1-year- 
old Reggie Jr. lost a father. A city 
had lost a treasure whose value is 
apparent more in death than in 
life. 

The wealth of charitable works 
he did with pleasure and little 
fanfare are now only becoming 
known. The kindness and smiles 
were constant. The personality — 
gentle, loyal, generous — never 
changed as he grew from a substi- 
tute on a Baltimore High School 
team to one of the NBA’s best 
players. 

“When he was named captain 
of the team (last season) it really 
(fid not change anything outward- 
ly," coach Chris Ford said. "He 
still went about things in a quiet 
manner and he tried to lead by 
example.” 

Brown spoke in a strong voice 
— then his composure failed. 
“I’d just like to say, I love you 



Boston Celtics team captain Reggie Lewis is all smiles at a press 
conference after doctors approved his return to play after he collapsed 
on court during a playoff match April 29 (AFP file photo) 
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North -South 
deals. 


BRIDGE IS A TOUGH GAME 
vulnerable. North 


WEST 
* K 10 
?6 2 
v A 9 8 2 
*8-7653 


NORTH 
*73 
vA£Q9 
v K 6 4 

* A 10 9 2 - 

EAST 

* Q J 9 8 5 4 
• 17 5 
Q 10 3 
*K J 


SOUTH 
* A 8 2 
v J 10 8 4 3 
j 7 5 
+ Q4 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 NT 2 * 3 T Pass 

4 V Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of * 

When Tour experts sit down to 
play rubber bridge, life is never easy. 
Here's a typical example of the 
thrust and parry that can occur ai 
the table. 

Note that East- West showed no 
inclination to sacrifice against four 
hearts even though the vulnerability 
was favorable. Since North-South 
would still be 3-lo-l favorite* to win 


the rubber, almost any price would 
be too high. . - 

West led tlu king of spades, and it 
might seem impossible for declarer 
to fail to come to 10 tricks as the 
cards lie. South took the ace of 
spades, drew trumps in two rounds, 
and led a low club from dummy. 

East shot up with the king of 
chibs and, instead of cashing tbe 
queen of spades, underled both hon- 
ors! West was rather surprised to 
find that the ten of spades won the 
'second trick in the suit, but did not 
neglect to switch to a low diamond. 

By now, South was beginning to 
get the idea of what evil was afoot, 
but still elected to go with the odds 
and play the overcaller for tbe ace of 
diamonds. That allowed East to win 
the queen and return a diamond, for 
a one-trick set. 

Yes, declarer could have made an 
overtrick by going up with the king 
of diamonds— the dub suit will yield 
two discards when East's jack drops. 
Nevertheless, it is this sort of des- 
perate defense which rubber bridge 
addicts inaiwt mnlfp »hp money game 
more exciting than tournament 
play. YoulJ get no argument from 
this department. 


Reggie. 1 wish I would spend 
more time with you," Brown 
said, as his head sank and he 
began to sob. 

Lewis was 1 week from 
medical test of his heart 

•S'. 

When he died, Reggie Lewis 
was one week away from a medic- 
al test of his heart’s ability to 
handle competitive basketball. 

He was two weeks away from 
meeting with Boston Celtics offi- 
cials about providing a cardiolog- 
ist and defibrillator, which shocks 
the heart into regular beats, at all 
of his games and practices. 

But Lewis died before he could 
keep those appointments. He was 
stricken while shooting baskets at 
Brandeis University in Waltham. 

“Reggie had not made his deci- 
sion to return to basketball be- 
cause his testing was not com- 
plete his widow said in a state- 
ment Thursday. “Reggie did ev- 
erything that he could to avoid 
this day ever coming.” 

Details were revealed of his 
search for answers after he re- 
ceived conflicting opinions on 
what caused him to collapse dur- 
ing a playoff game April 29. 

Lewis, 27, consulted four heart 
specialists in Southern California 
for several days early last month. 
They found a heart abnormality, 
according to rhe statement read 
by Jerome Stanley, one of Lewis’ 
agents. - - 
“The doctors concluded, 
although they believed that he 
could eventually return to con- 
trolled conditional competitive 
basketball, they did not think that 
he should do so until he had 
undergone a monitoring of his 


heart function while playing com- 
petitive basketball,” Donna Har- 
ris Lewis said. 

Lewis planned to undergo that 
monitoring next week in Balti- 
more, his home town. 

The first diagnosis Lewis re- 
ceived after three days at New 
England Baptist Hospital was 
that he had a life-threatening 
heart ailment. 

He switched to Brigham and 
women's hospital for more tests. 
Dr. Gilbert Mudge, a cardiologist 
who supervised his care there, 
diagnosed Lewis with a less harm- 
less neurological condition and 
said he was optimistic Lewis 
could return to basketball under 
medical supervision. 

The doctors in California felt 
that although the abnormality 
they found “could have caused 
the faulting incident, so could 
have the combination of factors 
enunciated by Dr. Mudge,” Mrs. 
Lewis said. 

She added that one of the tests 
Mudge administered duplicated 
the collapse. His opinion “was 
the best guess until we were able 
to duplicate the symptoms of 
fainting while under the stress of 
physical activity," she added. 

“Until that time, Reggie would 
not, and did not, engage in any 
strenuous competitive basketball 
situations,” his wife said. 

“Reggie's death occurred while 
he was shooting baskets, not ex- 
erting energy in a competitive 
basketball situation,” she added. 
“He had done the same level of 
activity, which did not violate any 
of the doctors' opinion of safe 
activity, several times recently in 
activities ranging from shooting 
baskets to playing with our son.” 


India 
to host 
Davis Cup 
on grass 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — India, 
hoping to enter the Davis Cup 
final for a third time, have chosen 
the grasscourts of Chandigarh to 
host their semifinal against Au- 
stralia September 24-26. 

R.K. Khanna, president of the 
All India Tennis Association, 
said Thursday that non-playing 
captain Naresh Kumar and his 
top players Leander Pus and 
Ramesh Krishnan and plumped 
for the northern city's grass sur- 
face. 

Chandigarh holds happy 
memories for India, who beat 
Japan there in a zonal tie in 1990. 

India, who last entered the 
Davis Cup final in 1987 by beat- 
ing Australia in Australia before 
losing to Sweden, are enjoying a 
dream run this year. They upset 
France 3-2 in the quarter-finals. 

India, yet to win the cup, do 
not have a single player ranked 
among world's top 200. 


World Cup qualifiers 

Brazil face crucial match; 
Argentina have tricky start 


SAN CRISTOBAL, Venezuela (R) — Brazil, with 
one miserly point from their first two World Cup 
Qualifying games, face a crucial match away to 
Venezuela Sunday. 

Anything other than a win will leave Brazil, the 
only country to have taken part in all 14 World 
Cup finals, in serious danger of not qualifying for 
the 1994 tournament in the United States. 

Trainer Carlos Alberto Parreira also knows after 
a humiliating loss in Bolivia, a draw or defeat in 
Venezuela is likely to spell the end of his 21-month 
reign. 

The Brazilian media has been unanimous this 
week that Parreira’s job is hanging by a thread and 
that either former coach Tele Santana or Carlos 
Alberto Silva will replace him in the event of 
another disaster. 

A 0-0 draw against Ecuador followed by a 2-0 
defeat in Bolivia last Sunday have left Brazil fourth 
in South America Group B and Parreira as one of 
the most hated men in Brazil. 

He has temporarily deposed Brazil President 
Itamar Franco as newspaper cartoonists' favourite 
caricature. 

But Parreira remains assured that the unthink- 
able — Brazil not qualifying — will not happen. 
“Everybody in the World wants to see Brazil at the 
World Cup and Pm sure we will be there,” he said. 

•Groping ; for a winning combination, Parreira 
Thursday changed half his starting lineup for 
Sunday's crucial World Cup qualifying match 
against Venezuela. 

Parreira benched Cafu, Valber, Leonardo, Luiz 
Henrique, Zinho and Muller — all starters in 
Brazil's disastrous 2-0 loss to Bolivia last Sunday. 

Branco, Dunga, Elivelton and Careca will re- 
place the out-of-favor startlers along with Jor- 
ginho, who came in as a sebstitue last week, and 
Richado Rocha. 

“1 changed because Brazil has to play on the 
attack," said Parreira, adding that the return of 
lateral defensmen Branco and Jorgjnho gave the 
team more firepower. 

Brazilian Federation President Ricardo Teixeira 
met privately with Parreira at training camp for 
more than two hours. After the meeting, the coach 
announced the new lineup. 

“When Brazil spends 90 minutes against Bolivia 
and shoots just two balls on goal, something is very 
wrong.” said Teixeira, who. is the son-in-law of 
FIFA President Joao Havclange. 

“Brazil will win Sunday,” he said firmly. “I 
accept nothing less.” 

In an unusual move, Parreira Thursday 
announced Brazil's starting lineup for Sunday's 
game — Claudio Taffarel, Jorginho, Ricardo 
Rocha, Marrio Santos and Branco; Mauro Silva, 


Dunga, Rai and Elivelton, Bebeto and Careca. 

The only question mark was Ricardo Rocha, 
who is recovering from an ankle injury. If he can't 
play, Antonio Carlos is expected to start. 

Venezuela, where soccer comes a poor third to 
baseball and basketball, have not won an interna- 
tional since 1989 and, with only one win ever in the 
World Cup, are regarded as the whipping boys of 
South American soccer. 

They opened their campaign with a dismal 7-1 
defeat at home to Bolivia. 

But last Sunday, they lost only 1-0 against 
much-fancied Uruguay, doing enough to earn a 
draw and show they could complicate life for 
Brazil. 

Striker Jose Dolgetta was their toip scorer in the 
recent Copa America with four goals while his 
partner, Belgian-based Statin Rivas, is a constant 
threat with his blistering left foot shot. 

Argentina meet Peru 

Argentina, whose rugged and defensive style has 
made them unpopular opponents, begin their 
attempt to qualify for the 1994 World Cup with a 
tricky away match against Peru Sunday. 

Captain and central defender Oscar Ruegeri is 
poisfed to break the Argentine record for the 
number of national team appearances in what will 
be his 82nd full international. 

Ruggeri and his team mates can expea a hostile 
reception in Lima's 40,000 capacity national sta- 
dium. It will not be a new experience for them. 

They won the recent Copa America tournament 
in Ecuador but found the crowds sided with their 
opponents in every game. 1 

Their negative play was widely criticised as they 
won two games in penalty shoot-outs and scored 
only six goals in six matches. 

It was the same story in the 1990 World Cup. 

Despite finishing runners-up, Argentina made 
few friends as they won twice on penalties and 
topped the tables for the number of cards received 
— 22 yellow and three red — and number of fouls 
in the competition. 

The Argentines are playing in South America 
Group A — a tough line-up including Colombia 
and Paraguay. 

Only the winners automatically qualify for the 
1994 finals in the United States, while the runners- 
up play off against either Australia or Canada. 

Peruvian soccer has slumped since the team 
appeared in three out of four World Cups between 
1970 and 1982. 

The team reached the quarter-finals of the Copa 
America but lost 3-0 to Uruguay in a friendly two 
weeks ago. 


Jupina top qualifier for 
Europe highboard final 


SHEFFIELD (R) — Elena Jupi- 
na gave Ukraine a flying start to 
the European Swimming Cham- 
pionships Thursday by leading 
the qualifiers for the Women's 
Platform Diving final. 

Jupina produced the top- 
scoring efforts in each of the last 
three rounds of the six-dive series 
on the 10-metre highboard to 
establish a big psychological 
advantage for the final. 

She outscored former Euro- 
pean champion Ute Wetzig by 
more than 20 points to encourge 
Ukrainian hopes of their first 


major championships title in the 
pool now that the Soviet Union 
has broken up and the Common- 
wealth of Independent States has 
faded away. 

Jupina amassed 321.84 points, 
with the day’s highest mark of 
67.86 for her final effort, a back- 
ward piked dive with 2 -Vi some- 
rsaults. 

Wetzig, who won gold for East 
Germany in 1989 and bronze for 
United Germany in 1991, led for 
tite first three rounds and finished 
with 299.10 points. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Blind sailor bids to cross Atlantic 

OFF CAPE MAY, New Jersey (R) — Hank Dekker cast off 
Thursday for Plymouth, England, in a bid to be the first blind 
sailor to cross the Atlantic solo. “Free at last,” Dekker was heard 
to say as his 30-foot (9 metre) sloop, the NFB-52, left its moorings 
to begin the 3,200-mile (5,150 km) voyage. The trip is expected to 
take about three weeks. Dekker, 58, was being towed through 
shipping traffic about five miles out to sea before being cut loose 
on his unescorted trip. "My final thoughts are, let’s get going," 
Dekker told Reuters. Asked what he was leaving behind, he said, 
"a couple of children, a mother, and a lot of broken-hearted 
ladies.” 

Joyner-Kersee withdraws from U.S. Olympic festival 

SANTA MONICA, California (R) — World heptathlon world 
record holder Jackie Joyner-Kersee has withdrawn from tins 
weekend’s U.S. Olympic Festival as a precautionary move after 
straining her adductor muscle, her physical therapist said Thurs- 
day. “It’s a little strain, but nothing serious," Robert Forster told 
Reuters. “It was just too much of a risk to have her compete and 
have something more serious happen this dose to the World 
Championships." Joyner-Kersee was scheduled to ran the 200 
metres and high jump at the U.S. Olympic Festival in San 
Antonio, Texas, as a tune-up for the World Championships, 
which begin August 14 in Stuttgart, Germany. 

Gullit and Platt on form 

ROME (AFP) — Dutch master Ruud Gullit and England striker 
David Platt have been busy impressing their new club, Samp- 
doria. Gullit was the chief architect of Sampdoria’s 2-0 win over 
his former club AC Milan in a friendly tournament at Udine 
Thursday night. He scored the first and laid on the second for 
Attilio Lombardo in a superb showmanship display, helped 
throughout the game by Platt. Gullit, who struggled to find a first 
team slot as a playmaker last season with the Italian champions, 
was delighred with his new role up front. “I feel really good in 
what is a new role for me and the whole team played well,” be 


said. “We’ve got more work to do, for sure, but we’ll soon see the 
results.” Gullit and Platt joined Sampdoria in a hectic week 
earlier this month. 

Rangers to punish violent fans 

SUNDERLAND, England (AFP) — Glasgow Rangers will take 
tough action against fens involved in violence that led to dozens of 
injuries and arrests before and after an exhibition soccer match in 
England. “It seems some idiots have tarnished the reputation of 
the dub," said David Murray, chairman of the Scottish League 
champions. “We will boot out the trouble makers. People who 
have been involved will not be back at Ibrox (the home ground) 
and we may have to reconsider our position about playing 
matches in England.” About 8,000 Rangers fans travelled to 
Sunderland for Wednesday night's match. Violence flared in tbe 
dty centre before and after the game. It was the first time in seven 
years that Rangers had played an exhibition in England. 

Sport of kings goes weekly in southern China 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Horse radng is to become a weekly 
event in the booming southern Chinese dty of Guangzhou, 
allowing punters a regular flutter one year after the sport of kings 
was reintroduced on an experimental basis. Two races will be ran 
every Sunday starting starting August I, the semi-official China 
News Service quoted a Guangzhou Jockey Club spokesman as 
saying. While gambling in general remains prohibited in China, 
punters will be allowed to bet directly on the horses of their 
choice. The first races held in June last year had offered a 
sweepstake-style gambling system. Observers believe the horse 
racing has been officially sanctioned by Beijing. 

Maradona may play for Argentine club 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Diego Maradona said Thursday he 
would like to quit soccer, but may play for local dub San Lorenzo 
de AJmagro. The team’s coach, Hector “Bambino" Veira, said he 
was pleased at the prospect. “Diego has what it takes, he still has 
the will and fire in his belly,” siad Veira. Maradona, sacked by 
Spanish Club Sevilla last month, said Veira was the only coach 
who could lure him back into action. 


NISSAN FOR SALE 
FLAT FOR RENT 

1) Nissan Patrol 4X4 full option model 1991. Duty unpaid. 

2 Three bedroom, flat with 3 bathrooms dining area, salon and 
accommodation. 

Tel 822278 


FLOOR FOR RENT 

Includes 3 bedrooms, 4 salons, three bath- 
rooms, two verandas, servant's room, kitchen, 
telephone, independent central heating. 
Priority for diplomatic organisations. 

Pis. call 691632 Shmeisani 
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Amra Hotel — Amman. 




I Cinema 


Td.: 677420 


CONCORD 




A 

T 



THE LAST OF THE 
MOHICANS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8-JO, 10J0 p.m. 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Adel Imam 
in 

Wad Sayyed AI Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, S:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


AI Pacino — in 

SCENT OF A WOMAN 

Shows: 12J0, 3:15. 6:15. 9 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AI Mashini Thiitrt 


"For the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre 
— the Gaza Strip — in a play entitled: 

The AnRntnntlon of Hanthalafe 
by artist B a t ad Bltar 

Sham « fktfty ad SaMqr. Jim 4 mi I at Ml pjl 
F la— e bosk aasta la wtaascs | 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


AHLAN NABIL AND HISHAM THEATRE 
The theatre will be closed in preparation 
for “AMan Arab Summit” play which 
will be shown at tbe Jerssh Festival for 
Culture and Arts. 
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Japan coalition braces for 


power; LDP leader elected 


Combined agency dispatches 


TOKYO — The anti- 
comiption campaigner poised to 
become Japan’s next prime minis- 
ter began preparing Friday for a 
coalition government to replace 
the long-ruling Liberal Democra- 
tic Party (LDP). 

“Political reform remains our 
top priority but we must be ready 
to tackle all the issues as vigor- 
ously and effectively as possible,” 
an upbeat Morihiro Hokosawa 
told reporters. 

The former provincial gov- 
ernor, whose meteoric rise to the 
top has ended the cosy certainties 
of Japanese politics, is not ex- 
pected officially to announce any 
cabinet posts until after parlia- 
ment has confirmed him as prime 
minister. 

LDP officials said parliament 
would be convened next Thurs- 
day. with the vote taking place 
some days later. 

A coalition of eight parties 
withg a majority in parliament's 
lower house chose Mr. Hosoka- 
wa, 55, as its leader on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the LDP. adapting 
to the unaccustomed role of main 
opposition party, elected Yohei 
Kono Friday as its new president, 
the first holder of the post who 
will not. automatically become 
prime minister. 

Mr. Kono, outgoing govern- 
ment spokesman and a champion 
of younger LDP reformists, defe- 
ated veteran Michio Watanabe 
208 to 159 in a ballot of party 
lawmakers from both houses and 
delegates from regional chapters. 

The mood during the ballot 
was one of defiance and scorn for 
the coalition “upstarts," on the 



Yohei Kono 


v^rge of turfing the LDP ont of 
offic 


ice for the first time since its 
formation in 1955. 

Campaign posters from the 


July IS general election that rob- 
bed the LDP of its majority still 
decorated the walls. 

“The eight-party coalition 
won’t bring stability to Japan, 
there will be another election 
before long," said one elderly 
delegate. 

Nonetheless, it was the first 
time that the LDP. brought low 
by public anger over its backroom 
deals and corrupt ways, had 
elected a leader without horse- 
trading among its quarrelsome 
factions. 

The LDP is seeking to freshen its 
image by electing Mr. Kono, a 
relatively young reformist leader 
as its president. 

Three independents joined the 
LDP camp Friday, raising the 
number of its seats in the 511-seat 
lower house to 230, compared 
with the 255 seats held by the 
coalition. Remaining seats are 
held by independents and -the 
Japan Communist Party. ' 

Because the dominant partners 
of the coalition are former Liber- 
al Democrats, no major changes 
in Japan's foreign or economic 


policies are expected right away. 

The coalition’s leaders have 
said their first priority would be 
to dean up endemic political cor- 
ruption . 

But Japanese commentators 
who had wistfully viewed U.S. 
President Bill Clinton’s election 
as a political sea change Japan 
might never see were uneasy ab- 
out tapping a young, former state 
governor to head their own gov- 
ernment. 

“Some anxieties remain about 
a prime minister of unknown 
capabilities, although we would 
like to basically praise the bold 
selection." the Asabi national 
newspaper said. 

Mr. Hosokawa, who has never 
held a cabinet post and who 
launched his populist Japan New 
Party jnst 14 months ago, 
appeared to inspire little confi- 
dence among Japanese used to 
seeing Liberal Democratic elders 
in the prime minister’s post 

“He is a lot better skier than he 
is a politician.” said Masaji Shi- 
nagawa, president of the Japan 
Association of Corporate Execu- 
tives. 

Outgoing Prime Minister 
Kiichi Nfiyazawa , 73. has held 
almost all the important positions 
In the cabinet, including the for- 
reign. finance and trade port- 
folios. 

But Mr. Shinagawa said he 
hoped Mr. Hosokawa ’s coalition 
would enact political reforms and 
policy changes to liberalise 
Japan’s economy. 

The ideological divisions in the 
coalition, which includes three 
new conservative parties led by 
former Liberal Democrats and 
four established leftist and cen- 
trist opposition parties, raise 
questions about the likely stabil- 
ity of die future government. 

The liberal Democrats, by far 



Morohiro Hokosawa 


Poll: Israelis back 


attacks on Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (R) — Ninety-three 
per cent of Israelis interviewed 
for a newspaper poll published 
Friday said they believed Israel 
had to carry out a military cam- 
paign in Lebanon now six days 
old. 

The Dahaf Institute survey of 
523 Jewish adults for the Yediotb 
Ahrcnoth newspaper showed an 
increase from 76 per cent who 
supported action in Lebanon be- 
fore the army’s “operation 
accountability" began Sunday. 


less bombardment of South Leba- 
non for a sixth straight day on 
Friday in a bid to crush resistance 
fighters. 

But the guerrillas, who vowed 
to keep on fighting to purge 
South Lebanon of Israeli occupa- 
tion, unleashed fresh salvoes of 
Katyusha rockets into the Jewish 
state and its self-styled “security 
zone." 


The new poll was taken on 
Wednesday. The Dahaf Institute 
is an independent polling com- 
pany. 

Asked if they believed Israel 
should or should not carry out the 
action in Lebanon, 93 peT cent 
said yes and seven per cent said 
no. 

Asked if they believed the op- 
eration was carried out in the 
pTOpeT dimensions, 62 per cent 
said yes. Twenty-seven per cent 
said it should be expanded, seven 
per cent said it should be reduced 
and four per cent had no re- 
sponse. 

Israeli aircraft, tanks, boats 
and artillery maintained a relent- 


Border town Israelis, who bad 
cheered the Jewish state’s drive 
against the resistance forces in 
Lebanon, Thursday watched 
tanks roll over the border and 
said they did not want their sol- 
diers dying for them in Lebanon. 


Israel sent columns of armour 
over the border on Thursday, 
vowing there would be no stop- 
ping its air and artillery assault on 
Lebanon as long as guerrillas 
fired Katyusha rockets at north- 
ern Israel. 


A guerrilla rocket salvo killed 
two people in Kiryat Shmona on 
Sunday, the first day of Israel’s 
attack. More than 200 rockets 
have been fired at Israel since 
then, but no more Israeli civilians 
have been killed. 


Lebanese Americans urge 
U.S. mediation on Lebanon 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — As 
Israel continued its heavy artil- 
Ieiy shelling in southern Leba- 
non, George Cody, executive 
director of the Ame rican Task 
Force for Lebanon (ATFL), cal- 
led on the United States to' 
negotiate an immediate ceasefire 
in the region. 

"We strongly urge the United 
States use its good offices to 
negotiate an immediate cessation 
of Israeli hostilities in Lebanon, 
and urge Syria and Lebanon to 
exert influence on Hizbollab and 
Palestinian factions to adhere to a 
ceasefire," Mr. Cody said during 
a Thursday news conference 
here. 

He called on Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher to visit 
Lebanon and intervene in the 
situation during his upcoming trip 
to the Mid dle E ast. 

Saying ATFL members “de- 
plore the violence that’s taking 
place in Lebanon," Mr. Cody 
warned that “the Israeli attacks 
on innocent civilians are causing 
death and destruction throughout 
the. country," and this action can- 
not be allowed to continued." 

Mr. Cody that “responsibility 
for security in Lebanon rests with 
the Lebanese army, and not with 
Israel,” and -that “we need to 
support the national institutions 
in that country" and permit Leba- 
non “to maintain its own 
sovereignty ...and its own territo- 
rial integrity." 

He underlined that “the Un- 
ited States voted for U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 425,” and 
that now Security Council mem- 
bers “have a special obligation to 
implement that mandate." 

The resolution, passed in 
March 1978, calls for “strict re- 
spect for the territorial integrity, 
sovereignty and political inde- 


pendence on Lebanon" and calls 
on Israel to “immediately cease 
its military action against 
Lebanese territorial integrity and 
withdraw forthwith its forces 
from all Lebanese territory ..." 

“We don’t need any more re- 
solutions: We need to enforce the 
resolution that’s already in 
place,” Mr. Cody said of Resolu- 
tion 425. 

Mr. Cbdy told reporters that 
ATFL believes “it may be time to 
de-link the resolution of the 
Israeli occupation of southern 
Lebanon and the security of 
Israel's northern border from 
progress in the general-Arab- 
Israeli conflict." 

Claiming to be "more dis- 
appointed than surprised" at the 
events unfolding in Lebanon. Mr. 
Cody blamed “frustration on all 
sides" for the continued stale- 
mate in the Middle East peace 
talks. 

He said that Lebanon has en- 
dured many years of “civil war, 
turbulence and turmoil, and is on 
the road to reconstruction and 
reconciliation. And then some- 
thing like this happens. For the 
.international community not to 
respond, is obviously disappoint- 
ing 


4 Any effort.” he continued, 
’any kind of condemnation — 


preferably in the United Nations, 
to come through international 
forums," would now be appreci- 
ated. he said. 

He said he fear* that if the 
situation is not reversed, the 
Lebanese people will only see 
“more suffering, more destruc- 
tion. The United States has to 
intervene. It's committed to 
being a full partner in the pro- 
cess. And that doesn’t mean a full 


partner only when things are 
going well." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


India can run atomic plant without French fuel 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian scientists have developed a nuclear 
fuel to run an atomic power plant facing closure after France 
refused to continue uranium supplies, a senior minister says. 
Minister Bhuvesh Cbatruvedi, a minister attached to the prime 
minister’s office, told deputies in the upper house of parliament 
that mixed uranium and plutonium fuel would replace low enriched 
uranium imported from France to run the Tarapur atomic power 
station, in western Maharashtra state. France announced earlier 
this month that it would not renew a 10-year-old contract to supply 
fuel which ends in October unless India accepts international 
atomic energy safeguards. Mr. Chatruvedi said India would not 
allow international scrutiny of its four atomic power stations. 


Iran to fire un-lslamic dress women 


TEHRAN (R) — The head of Iran’s judiciary urged government 
officials Friday to fire women staff who flouted the Islamic dress 
code at work. “Ministers, directors and head of government offices 
are duty-bound to ensure that ladies working for them keep an 
Islamic appearance." Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi said in a mass 
prayer sermon broadcast on Tehran Radio. “Women can work . but 
provided that they abide by Islamic norms. Officials must treat this 
seriously. If a lady cannot adapt herself a decade after the 
revolution, she can go and be replaced by another," be said. 
Ayatollah Yazdi, referring to an anti-vice crackdown launched last 
month, said it was wrong to try to enforce the dress code in the 
streets when it was ignored in government offices. Iran's Islamic 
laws set up to 74 lashes for women who appear in public without 
“hejab.” 


Indian elections now will be a stalemate 


NEW DELHI (R) — A new Indian opinion poll shows no party 
would emerge with a clear ma jority if general elections were held 
now, the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported. The report came a 
day after the Congress Party administration of Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao narrowly won by 265 votes to 251 a no-confidence 
resolution supported by an array of opposition parties. The poll, to 
be published in the forthcoming issue of India Today magazine, 
showed the strength of the Congress Party dropping to 198 seats 
from its current Si, PTI said. The gains would be shared by the 
right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and a coalition of leftist 
and centrist parties, which would win 166 and 153 seats respective- 
ly, the poll said. 


Idi Amin congratulates Baganda prince 


KAMPLA (AFP) — Former Ugandan dictator Idi Amin has 
congratulated Prince Ronald Mutebi, the heir apparent of the 
Baganda kingdom who will assume the thrown on Saturday. In 
1966, Mr. Amin, then commander of the Ugandan army, led the 
soldiers who stormed Kabaka (king) Mutesa ITs palace when 
former President Milton Obote ordered troops to dethrone the 
king for refusing to acknowledge central government authority. 
Mr. Amin’s greetings to Prince Mutebi were delivered on Thursday 
by British journalist Tom Stacy who met Mr. Amin in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, where the former dictator lives in exile. Mr. Amin 
overthrew Mr. Obote in 1971 and unleashed a nine-year reign of 
tenor until Tanzanian troops intervened and ousted him in 1979. “I 
have no problem with the kingship. I was a friend of the heir 
apparent,” Mr. Amin said in the message. 


Time ordered to pay damages to Papandreou 


LONDON (AFP) — A court here has ordered the U.S. news 
magazine Time International to pay damages to former Greek 
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou, a judicial official said. The 
court upheld an allegation that an. article which appeared in the 
magazine in March 1989 implied that Mr. Papandreou was involved 


in the Koskotas financial scandal, which prompted the fall of the 
Greek Socialist government in June 1989. The amount of the 


damages and interest was not released. Mr. Papandreou, leader of 
the opposition Greek Socialist Party (Pasok), took legal action in 
Britain over 'the article, which he said was defamatorv. 


Xenophobic violence soars in Germany 


WIESBADEN (AFP) — ■, Attacks against foreigners have more 


igners b 

than doubled to 3,365 in the first half of 1993 from 1,443 in the 
same period last year, police announced. In June, the month after 
five Turks died in an arson attack at Solingen, west Germany, more 
than 1,300 arson attacks, assaults and attacks on homes accommo- 
dating asylum seekers were registered, up from 400 in May, the 
Federal office of criminal investigator (BKA) said. Since the start 
of the year six immigrants were killed by suspected neo-Nazis and 
3£1 people were injured in racist attacks. In the same period 195 
arson attacks were carried out. ag 2 inst 596 in all of 1992. Last year 
11 Germans and six foreigners died and 596 were wounded in racist 
violence, the BKA said. 


Afr ica Rights group accuses 
U.N. of abuses in Somalia 


tiie largest single party, are likely 
to remain a powerful political 
force. Their legislators have dose 
links with policy-making bureauc- 
rats that will gjve them consider- 
able leverage as an opposition 
party. 

Boosting defence 


Japan plans to beef up its 
armed forces farther in the light 
of what it considers as unstable 
regional climate and the chal- 
• lenges posed by North Korea and 
the former Soviet Union, the 
Japan Defence Agency said Fri- 
day. 

North Korea is “one of the 
regions in the world with the 
highest tension today,” the agen- 
cy warned in its annual white 
paper adopted Thursday by the 
cabinet. 

The white paper also specifical- 
ly pointed to concerns raised by 
the confused political situation in 
Russia, and China's continued 
modernisation of its armed 
forces. 

While the government had 
adopted its defence programme 
in December, “it was judged that 
it is appropriate for Japan to 
continue to improve its defence 
capability.” the agency's defence 
counsellor, Masataka Suzuki, 
told reporters as be presented the 
white paper. 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
London-based group Africa 
Rights on Friday accused United 
Nations forces in Somalia of 
“grave violations of human 
rights," including gratuitous beat- 
ing and killing of civilians. 

In a report based on two five- 
week trips to Somalia by its staff 
during June and July, Africa 
Rights alleged that U.N. forces 
bad fired at demonstrators on 
June 12-13, had attacked a hos- 
pital on June 17 and had killed 
unspecified civilians on July 2 and 
6. 

It criticised a U.S. air strike on 
a political meeting on July 12 


among supporters of Mogadishu's 
main warlord Mohammad Fareah 
Aideed, in which it said that 54 
Somalis had died. 

The same figure was gathered 
from hospital sources by the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRQ and was for 
higher than the IS given by U.N. 
military officials at the time. 

It was the air attack, said the 
report, that led to the reprisal 
killing of four foreign journalists. 

Africa Rights was particularly 
critical of Belgian U.N. troops 
based in the southern port of 
Kismayu. 

Those soldiers, it said, had 
beaten several people, thrown 
seven children into a river, con- 
ducted body searches on local 
women and shot dead a carpenter 
making crutches for the ICRC. 

African Rights, which was 
formed last December, said its 
staff had discerned a “deep and 


Africa Rights alleged U.N. 
forces had unfairly detained 
scores of Somalis, evicted them 
from buildings which were then 
demolished to dear ground for 
U.N. camps and of exploding 
ordnance in the middle of the 
inland town of Belet Huen. 

It praised the 200-strong Bots- 
wana force based in the southern 
town of Bardens as the only 
group which had calmed insecur- 
ity, unfailingly helped humanita- 
rian convoys and won popularity 
among local residents. 

"The view... that Somali peo- 
ple are inherently aggressive and 
respect only superior force is 
shown to be nonsense by the 
Botswanans* remarkable demon- 
stration of tbe possibility of con- 
ducting a hearts and minds cam- 
paign." it said. 


Representative Benjamin Gilman 
of New York, senior Republican 
on tbe House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. 

“It is time for new thinking to 
break tbe gridlock of violence 
there and to bring home the U.S 
military forces." 

Several senators said the Un- 
ited States should stay firm in 
Somalia, however. 

“For us now to say “sorry, we 
are running into a few bumps 
along the road, we're going to 
hightail it out of here? I think 
would be absolutely irresponsi- 
ble," said Senator Paul Simon, 
Democrat of Illinois. 

Senator Nancy Kassembaum 
Republican of Kansas, said, “It is 
essential that the United States 
stay the course in Somalia." 


the U.N. force, UNOSOM Q, 
even on the part of those Somalis 
who overtly endorse the political 
and humanitarian work of the 
United Nations. 


Debate in U-S. Congress 

In Washington. Clinton admi- 
nistration officials defended re- 
cent U.S. -led attacks in Somalia 
on Thursday against calls in Con- 
gress to withdraw U.S. troops 
because of the violence. 

“We should support (U.N.) 
efforts to restore order to south- 
ern Mogadishu, including tbe use 
of force, where this is necessary 
and appropriate," Under- 
secretary of State Peter Tamoff 
told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

Several Republicans said at 
separate hearings in the House of 
Representatives and the Senate 
that Somalis in Mogadishu are 
turning against U.S. forces be- 
cause of the attacks so U.S. 
troops should be withdrawn. 

“The American public will not 
support a strategy that seems to 
be turning American troops into 
objects of anger and attack,” said 


Loi knows nothing of recall 


General Bruno Loi, the Italian 
officer at the centre of a row 
between Italy and the United 
Nations over the peacekeeping 
mission in Somalia, said Friday 
be knew nothing of plans to recall 
him early. 

“I have heard nothing to that 
effect," the Italian news agency 
ANSA quoted Gen. Loi as 
saying. 

He bad been asked about re- 
ports he would be recalled before 
the scheduled end of his tour in 
September and that the 800 Ita- 
lian troops in Mogadishu would 
be redeployed to other parts of 
Somalia. 

The U.N. demanded the im- 
mediate recall of Gen. Loi earlier 
this month when a row blew up 
over the tactics used by the Un- 
ited Nations in Somalia. Italy said 
military action was taking priority 
over dialogue. 


King calls for end to Israeli actions 


(Continued from page 1) 


Commending the democratisa- 
tion process in Jordan, the 
French premier also expressed 
France’s understanding of the 
challenges facing Jordan and 
voiced his country's keenness to 
enhancing Jordanian-French rela- 
tions in all fields of cooperation. 

Discussion between King Hus- 
sein and Mr. Bailadur also cen- 
tred on the peace process and 
dangers inherent in Israel’s 
escalation of the situation in 
South Lebanon on die peace pro- 
cess. 

During the King’s meeting with 
Mr. Mitterrand at the Elysees 
Palace Tbursdav rht 1 two leaders 
exchanged \ .lateral rela- 

tions betwet . and France, 
and discussed a variety of region- 
al and international issues at the 


forefront of which were the pro- 
cess and the situations in Leba- 
non and Bosnia. 

Mr. Mitterrand praised Jor- 
dan's democratisation process 
and the country's role in promot- 
ing regional stability and security, 
a press release from the Royal 
Palace said. 

Attending the meetings with 
the prime minister and the fore- 
ign miipster from the Jordanian 
side were Chief of the Royal 
Court Khaled Karaki, Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Talal Al 
H assail, Chief of Royal Protocol 
Mohammad Adwan, and Jor- 
dan’s Ambassador to Paris 
Mu’tasem Bfibeisi. Attending 
from the French side were French 
Ambassador to Amman Denis 
Bouchard and other French gov- 
ernment officials. 

Following the Elysees Palace 
meeting, King Hussein told re- 


porters his meeting with the 
French president was a good 
chance to discuss with him many 
issues. 

He said Jordan’s position on 
die peace process was dear, and 
it is based on encouraging its 
continuation “because it is tbe 
only available choice. I wish all in 
this world would support die con- 
tinuation of the peace process to 
reach tbe aspired goal, which is to 
present to the coming generations 
a better life and an acceptable 
solution that they would accept, 
protect and defend.” 

He expressed hope that the 
problem of Iraq would be solved, 
saying this means to. him that 
Iraq’s territorial integrity would 
be protected and that it would 
have the chance to achieve 
national reconciliation, democra- 
cy, political pluralism and respect 
for human rights. 


Arabs w call for Security Council action 


(Continued from page 1) 


legations from Israel, Syria, Jor- 
dan. Lebanon and the Palesti- 
nians. 

Mr. Bouez told reporters in 
Damascus that “Lebanon does 
not accept the principle of nego- 
tiating under the gun." 

He said Lebanon saw no sense 
in continuing the peace process 
while Israeli attacks continued, a 
sentiment echoed by Arab 
League Secretary-General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid. 

“How can peace be achieved if 
Israeli military operations con- 
tinue in Lebanon?” Dt. Abdul 
Meguid said. 

There was intensive diplomatic 
activity in advance of the Arab 
League meeting. 

Among those in Damascus was 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 


Akbar Velayati, who arrived un- 
expectedly Thursday to meet with 
Syrian President Hafez Ai Assad. 

Iran is tbe main sponsor of 
Hizbollab, the militia that Israel 
has targeted in its offensive. 

Mr. Velayati also met with 
Hizbollah Secretary-General 
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, but no 
details of tbe meetings were 
given. 

An Iranian embassy source 
said discussion focused on “ways 
of supporting Lebanese resist- 
ance and Lebanese people in tbe 
face of (Israeli) aggression." 

Iran's official Islamic Republic 
News Agency, monitored in Cyp- 
rus, quoted Mr. Velayati as con- 
demning the Israeli offensive as 
“a blatant breach of international 
law” and offering continued 
assistance to militias resisting the 
Jewish state. 


Also Friday, Lebanese prime 
minister Hariri held intensive 
talks with Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam and 
Prime Minister Mahmoud Zoubi. 

Sources dose to Mr. Hariri said 
the discussions dealt with the 
Israeli offensive, the Middle East 
peace talks and the expected visit 
to the region next week by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher. 

China, one of the five perma- 
ment members of the U.N. 
Security Council, demanded that 
Israel halt its bombardment of 
southern Lebanon. 

“We demand that Israel im- 
mediately stop its aggressive ac- 
tion against Lebanon’s territory 
and sovereignty," a Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman was 
quoted by state television as 
saying. 


No response 
to Hizbollah 
offer 

(Continued from page 1) 


boilab stops tbe rocketing Israel 
will end the operation. 

“Israel believes that Syria 
wishes to stop the fighting and 
has the power to do so,” he 
added. 


With international calls in- 
creasing for a halt to the battle, 
official sources said a majority of 
ministers favoured a ceasefire. 

But ministers left the meeting 
without making any comment 
and there was no communique. 


In a statement issued in Beirut, 
Hizbollah Secretary-General 
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah for the 
first time publicly acknowledged 
that his guerrillas were firing the 
rockets on Israel and its self- 
styled “security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 


“We announce ... that baiting 
rocket attacks on settlements in 
occupied northern Palestine can- 
not be achieved but with the 
complete and permanent halt of 
aggression against villages and 
civilians ... and the stopping of 
Israeli attacks from air, land and 
sea on all Lebanese territories,” 
Sheikh Nasrallah said. 


Christopher said 
to delay trip by 2 days 


(Continued from page 1) 


American administration will 
work with all its capacities to stop 
the aggressions.” 

Mr. Arafat said the PLO would 
wait to examine proposals by Mr. 
Christopher. 

Mr. Christopher’s arrival in the 
region will be preceded tty a 
message carefully drawn up in 
Washington. From the start of 
the Israeli offensive, the U.$. 
government has placed the crisis 
within the context of the peace 
process, giving it broader dimen- 
sions than a simple reprisal for 
the killing of seven soldiers in 
southern Lebanon. 

In fact, if it is an act of simple 
vengeance, the operation appears 
to have missed its objective, since 
the Israeli bombardments have 
failed to silence Hizbollah rokets, 
and has been counter-productive, 
since the Jewish state now stands 
accused of having killed 
Lebanese civilians and provoking 
an exodus of more than 500.000 
civilians. 

The outbreak of violence, far 
from underscoring the fruitless- 
rtess of the peace talks, illustrates 
how crucial to the region's stabil- 
ity it is to keep the process on 
track, in tbe U.S. view. 


Some analysts believe 
Washington is counting on the 
Israeli offensive against Hizbol- 
JP weaken the pro-Iranian 
Muslim fundamentalists, thereby 
removing an obstacle to the 21- 
month-oid peace process. 

“What more demonstration of 
what the area is going to look like 
if there is no peace than the 
situation in south Lebanon cre- 
ated by the Hizbollah today ” 
said Middle East expert Janifi 

T , fo 5 ner edtor of the Arab 

daily Al Hayat. 

uie State Department is tryinz 
JP^dsP^iadon by. insisting 
C^opher’s decision to 
gp to the Middle East was not the 
result of the fighting that has 
flared for a week along the 
Israeh-Lebanese border. 

Iwael said Thursday it was 
ready to halt the onslaught on 
Lebanon tf the United States 
guaranteed Hizbollah guerrillas 
would stop firing Katyusha rock- 
uts at its northern towns. 


B f2T^ m, » a senior aide 
Pnme Mhuster and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin rnM 
Reuters Washington was actively 
oytng to arrange a ceasefire. * 



Iranian TV fires 
stars for wedding 
dance 


TEHRAN (R) — Two of Iranian, 
television's most popular enter, 
tainers have been sacked for 


M 
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dancing at a wedding which 
:ed Islamic lawmakers when 


shock tu uiw... — - — -- - - . — - 

they saw a film of the mixed 
gathering . Mahmoud Shahriari 
and Javad Atasbafrooz dis- 


anu * . ■ • 

appeared without explanation 
this week from “After pie 


News,’’ their nightly prime-time 
show of jokes and skits. But 


II jwivv-a 

Deputy Ali Zadsar told the news-' 
paper Kar Va Kargar Wednesday 

■_ * j ■ — J ...Lam fSlm nf 


papei o-- - — j. 

that he was shamed when film of 
a wedding party was shown in a 
Majlis committee. “The bride 
and most ladies were semi-nude. 
I saw a familiar face among the 
of the 


gentlemen — a co-host — .. . 

“After The News programme,^* 
wearing a tie... who started danc* f 
ing,” Mr. Zadsar said. The 
show's other host also danced, Ik 
added. Mixed parties are banned 
under Iran's Islamic laws. Speak-1 
er Ali Akbar Nateq-Noun. told 
parliament Wednesday that two 
unnamed TV stars had been 
fired. After The News, launched 
last year, offered a change from 
state television’s mostly drab fare 
and quickly became on the count 
try's most popular shows. 


Stuntman protest 
restriction 


NICE, France (AP) — A dis- 
gruntled stuntman, angered b} 
local authorities’ refusal to lei 
him bungee jump from an air- 
plane, suspended himself 200 
metres above a road — with 
enough food to last four days. 
Pierre Rosso, 56, eased himself 
off a bridge crossing over a high- 
way between Nice and Monaco, 
suspending himself 20 metres be-' 
low the bridge on a seat with 
some ropes. He said he would cut 
the ropes holding him if police or 
rescue workers attempted to 
reach him. French Gvil Aviation 
Authorities had forbidden Mr. 
Rosso from bungee-jumping off a 
single-engine airplane at airshowg 
instead of helicopters as Mr. Ros- 
so has used in the past. Mr. Rosso 
Chums to hold the world record 
far bungee-jumping with a leap of 
700 metres. 


Filipino lawmaker 
ousted for being 
U.S. citizen 


MANILA (R) — A 

electoral tribunal has voL 
oust a member of Congress 
finding he was a naturalise 
American citizen, officials sail 
The tribunal, which settles po 
disputes, voted 9-2 to disqualil 
Congressman Manuel Sanchez, 
member of a congressional coal 
tion supporting President FIdj 
Ramos. An opponent proteste 
against Mr. Sanchez’s poll victor 
last year, saying the congressma 
was not qualified to run havm 
acquired American citizenship i 
1985 when be was living in tb 
United States. “Our finding J 
that he lost Philipjane dtizenshi; 
when he became an America 
citizen by naturalisation,” tribun 
al officer and Congressmai 
David Ponce De Leon said b 
telephone. The ruling was basa 
on Sanchez's naturalisation paa 
ers obtained from the Philippic 
embassy in Washington, he said 
The tribunal rejected Mr. Saa 
c hez s contention that the natnr 
alisation papers belonged to 3 
namesake. 


Norwegian plans 
to cross North Sea 
on water-skis 


OSLO (R) — a Norwegian plans 
to- cross the North Sea on waicp 
skis and hopes to cover 660 
kilometres i n 18 houis. Trend 
Larsen, 36, will start near Lon- 
don s Tower Bridge on Aug. 14 
~ provided British authorities 
give their approval, the Norwe- 
gian News Agency (NTB) re- 
ported. He will be pulled by * 
20-raetre speedboat. A second 
boat will follow as escort on d» 1 
journey to Esbjerg in Deninark. 
Tne ski instructor has also asked 
tor permission to follow the forty 
Dana^ Angela on its way -from 
Harwich to Esbjerg because the 
vessel could provide shelter from 
strong winds. The captain has not 
yet given his go-ahead. Mr. 

who lives in Denmark, 
already holds a water-ski record 
for 1,962 kilometres in 32 houp- 
in coastal waters. 


One-headed Siamese 
twin born in China 


PEKING (AFP) — A 
'-nwese woman has given b 
a one-headed Siamese tv 
^ongqing, i n southwesten 
£as Sichuan province, tit 

u !? tlon , DaiI y reported: 
baby was born with four am 
tour legs, but only one pail 


, me aooom 

bad both female and male 
organs. 



